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TO 


Mars. ELIZABETH GRAY. 


A. 


MADAM, 


KEZLK E requeſt the liberty of intro- 
N * ducing to the public, under the 


NE (anttion of your name, the fol- 


lowing collection of little eſſays, to which, 
in their ſcattered ſtate, you were pleaſed 


to give ſome very flattering marks of your 
approbation. 
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wo, 


DEDICATION. 


appfobation. The defign was new among 


us; the purpoſe good; and your uſual 
candor made every due allowance for the 


haſte in which they were neceſſarily writ- 


ten. The principal object of their inten- 
tion was the female world, We wiſhed 


to amuſe them with ianocence; to rally 
- with that reſpectful delicacy to which they 


ever are intitled, and ſometimes perhaps to 
ſteal in a ſentiment which might ſet the 
heart rigat without the inſolence of pre- 
cept, Our firſt and great deſire indeed 


& was to ſee the whole ſex as like as poſſible 


to a certain amiable origina!, which every 


perſon, who has the honour of your inti- 


macy, muſt admire. It our ſketches have 


any merit, it muſt be imputed to the ex- 


cellence of this model. A fine underſtand- 
ing, graced by the moſt poliſned manners; 


a genuine elegance of ſentiment and taſte, 


correſponding with the moſt plealing form, 


and 
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and united to every virtue that can com- 
mand eſteem, or captivate affection. Ha 


the work not been interrupted by ſome in- 
evitable accidents, it might perhaps have 
been more worthy of your protection; but, 
as it is, i affords Us this pleaſing opportu- 
nity of declaring ourſelves, 


wich the moſt perfect regard, 


MADAM, 
your moſt obedient, 


humble ſervants, 


The AUTHORS, 


— wn — I» II 
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THE EDITOR'S 
P R E F ACE. 


X AXN HF following papers having met with 
T 7 general applauſe on their appearance 

in the Hipzxnian CaHroNicCLY, I 
TEN have been encouraged to fend them 
into the world in a collected, and more permanent 
form. 


As I have no ſhare in them, but merely that of 
an Editor, I may be allowed to fay that, in the 
opinion of perſons of the moſt critical taſte, they 
have happily touched the true manner of an eſſay, 
ſo often and unſucceſsfully attempted. The ſenti- 
ments are original; the moral ſteals pleaſingly on 
the reader; the humour is eaſy, cloſe, and natu- 
ral; the raillery of falſe politeneſs and modith foibles 
is ſupported with a ſpitited delicacy, and a variety 
of fancy, equal to any thing of the ſame kind in 
the Spectators; and the ſtile, through the whole, 
has perhaps more accuracy, harmony, and neat- 
neſs than is generally to be met with, even in thoſe 
celebrated compoſitions. 


The readet will pleaſe to conſider them as only 
the ſketch, or outline, of a more extenſive plan, 
formed by ſome ingenious perſons among ourſelves z 
interrupted by the death of one, (ever to be re- 
gretted by all who knew him!) and the indiſpoſi- 
tion and unforeſeen avocations of others—Soon 
perhaps to be reſumed. 


Of 


—— — — —— 
— —— 
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Of the authors I have leave to ſay but little, 
The papers marked W. F, L, V. N, were wiitten 
by one Gentleman; thoſe marked Z. M. O. Q. 
with the paper on Card playing, and the letter from 
P. Q, by another, No. 34, 42, and 46, are effu- 
ſions of fancy for which J am indebted to a very 
amiable Lady, as I am to her fair friend for the 
communication of the poetical favour, No. 54. 
To another worthy and ingenious Lady I owe the 
letter in No. 39; and to a fourth, the valuable 
epiſtle from Thaleſtris, ſufficient to make every 
reader regret that even the exemplary attention to 
an extenſive circle of domeſtic duties ſhould pre- 
vent the more frequent uſe of ſo animated and 

elegant a pen. 


For No. 53 and 58, two papers of uncommon 
merit, I have reaſon to think I am obliged to a 
Lady in the city of Limerick. 

No. 41 had been publiſhed not long ſince in a 
Dublin Magazine, but, in the abſence of the Au- 
thor,. I took the liberty of inſerting it in my paper. 
Some few eſſays, being on ſubjeQs of a local and 
temporary nature, though extremely well written, 
have been induced to omit, for which I hope the 
much eſteemed writers will excuſe me, 


] have given a Tranſlatioa of the Mottces for 
the ſatisfaction of the Engliſh reader; but, that 
it may not offend a claflical taſte, J have detached 
it from the original, which muſt always have a 


peculiar beauty, incapable of a verſion without 
being injured, 
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— Aliquid jamdudum invadere magnum 
Mens agitat Mihi, nec plecida contenta quiete eff. 
V1zs, 


— „ 


NN HEN I determined to publiſh the His 
27 w NAG Berxtan CyronicLe, my view was 
BY Fa to entertain my readers with ſomething 
XR AX above the common run of news papers; 
I conſidered them as ſo many gueſts, for whom it 
was both my intereſt and inclination, to provide every 
diſh which the place and ſeaſon could afford, fo as 
that every one may be pleaſed. A perpetual round 
of political anecdotes, and a conſtant re-publication 
of incidents, either falſe or nugatory, ſeemed to me 
no proper food for the palates of many friends to 
whoſe approbation I aſpired; and I imagined that an 
intermixture of little eſſays, on any uſeful or amuſing 
ſubject, would be an agreeable relief from that te- 
dious ſameneſs, which clogs and diſcredits the perio- 


Cical publications in this part of the kingdom. 
B I was 


; 
| 


— —- - 
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] was the more encouraged to form ſuch a deſign, 
as I have had many opportunities of knowing, that, 
tho' we are a commercial people, qa proper reliſh for 
matters of taſte and literature is far from being de- 
ficient among us. All books of eminence meet with 
a ready demand. Profeſſors of uſeful ſciences 
are encouraged, The company of men of learning 
and genius 1s ſought after, and a polite attention 
paid to them, very different from that 1gnorant rough- 
neſs, and illiberal .reſerve, by which other trading 
places are dittinguiſhed. Indee] it would not be 
eaſy to find, in auy town of equal ſize, ſo many per- 
ſons engaged in commerce, who have had a libe- 
ral education; and among thoſe who are without 
that advantage, a good will towards letters gene- 
raily prevails, and a zealous deh.e of repairing the 
defcicncy by proportionable application. This dif- 
poſition among my fellow-citiz:ns is gaining daily 
ground, and with pleaſure I can ſay, that the pe- 
ruſal of our bet Eagliſh authors forms a conſi- 
derable ſhare of wur relaxations from the fatigue 
of buſineſs. 


From confiJering theſe circumſtances, I was in- 
diced to. hope that my plan would not only meet 
with the public approbation, but alſo be confider- 
ably and pronipily aſſiſted. In the firſt article I have 
ſucceeded beyond my moſt ſanguine expectation; and 
I am ſiacerely grateful ſor the very kind and ſia— 
gular degree of encouragemeat with which J have 
been honoured. Indeed I have reaſon to be more 
particularly thankful, as I have had but a few occa- 
ſional opportunities of deſerving the favour of the 
public, by pteſen:ing them with any original e ſſays. 

Some 
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Some, indeed, I have received worthy of a place 
im the beſt collection; and that they have 
not been more frequent, is owing, I am convinc- 
ed, more to the timidity of young eſſiyiſts, than 
to any other cauſe. The novelty of fuch mat- 
ters in this city is a great diſccuragement. A kin! 
of ſalſe modeſty prevails, and a terrible appreben- 
ſion of being even ſuſpected of committing any 
thing to the preſs. To obviate all theſe difficulties 
and take upon me the whole odium of the deſign, 
I have determined to commence author myſelf, and 
open the field of Speculation. 


This reſolution may appear, at ſirſt ſight, to be 
a bold one, and occaſion many jeſts at my expence z 
as my Capital for ſuch a branch of buſineſs may 
be doubted. But I muſt beg leave to inform my 
readers, that I am by no means abſolutely unqua- 
lified for ſuch an utdertaking; There is nothing 
more common than to ſee the apothecary, from 
fitting in the midſt of the Materia Medica, become 
ſuddenly a very uſeful practitioner in phyfic, I 
have been, all my life ſurrounded with literature; 
and, befides imbibing the effluvia of my books, be- 
ing always curious, and ſometimes. idle, I have 
frequently had recourſe to their inſides, for an ad- 
dition to my ſtock of knowledge. A zealous aſſi - 


duity will do a great deal; and I have run 


through moſt of the eminent writers in our lan- 
guage, not without gleaning conſiderably as I paſſed. 
My ideas, it is true, are very miſcellaneous, and 
not as regularly claſſed as in more ſcholaſtic heads; 
yet perhaps they may not be the leſs amuſing, I 
have ſkimmed the ſurface of divinity, poetry, ethics, 


hiſtory, criticiſm, travels, fables, trade, law, lo- 


gie and romance; all which, mixing odly in my brains 
| B 2 may 
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may produce ſomething like originality. I feel in- 
deed, a kind of literary Plethora, from which J 
muſt endeavour to relieve myſelf. If I have any 
deficiency, it is in the learned languages, of which, 
I am ſorzy te ſay, I know no more, than the ge- 


- neral tendency of a few Latin ſentences, which 


I have happened to collect from tranſlations. Theſe, 
however, ſhall be made the moſt of, and prefixed as 
mottos to my papers, as long as my ſtock will laſt. 
On the whole, I hope to prove at leaſt a good re- 
<ruiting officer; and, tho' I ſtand ſingle at firſt, 
%o have about me in a ſhert time a little army of 
eſſayiſts. | 

I am, at all events, entitled to that indulgence which 
a new and ſpirited attempt deſerves, and to that 
protection which is due to a ſincere deſire of pleaſing, 
On this principle J expect, that, when I grow dull, 
the man of taſte will pardon me; the ladies, when I 
2m prolix; and the ſcholar, when I offend againſt 
the niceties of Louth All ſuch errors muſt be placed 
to the account of inability. But, when I defignedly 
tranſgreſs againſt truth, delicacy, or good nature, 
1 ſhall neither deſerve nor deſire to be forgiven, 


Let it nat however be underſtood that I mean to 
rely entirely on my own ſtrength. My intention is to 
ſet an example for abler heads to improve on, and to 
open a regular channel through which the effuſions of 
better geniuſes may flow. I wiſh to be the means of 
giving life and being to thoſe many valuable articles 
of knowledge, which. may otherwiſe go to the grave 
with the poſſeſſors. Several there are among us, who 
are fully equal to the taſk of improving and amuſing 
the public, if they but knew their own powers. 


Every one whe. thinks, as well as. reads, muſt have 
formed 
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formed many peculiar obſervations on the ſubject; of 
ſcience, and ſeveral juſt and entertaining remarks 
inthe way of criticiſm ; and it is hardly poſſible for 
a perſon of good ſenſe, to be daily converſant in the 
world, without ſeeing ſome thing new in the theory 
of the human heart, and forming many uſeful infer- 
ences from the variety of life and manuets. Theſe 
may indeed be too much ſcattered and unconnected 
to be ſhaped into a regular. treatiſe ; but in the 
form of a ſhort eiſay, would make their appear- 

ance to the public with every advantage. Little 
com poſitions of this kind claim an exemption from 
rigid rules, which gives free play to the fancy, and 
takes off that anxiety after method, which has ruined 
many productions, and prevented many more. To 
bury a talent, or keep ſecreted any thing, howſoe- 
ver minute, that can tend to make others wiſer, hap- 
pier, or better, is inconſiſtent with a liberal and feeling 
mind ; and where the chief difficulty of compoſition 
is removed by the nature of the plan, and the au- 
thor is ſecured from all poſſibility of public know- 
ledge, I cannot but hope that neither diffidence, in- 
dolence, nor diſſipation, will prevent the due exertion 
of abilities, 


This method of publication I. therefore open to 
the ingenious of all claſſes and denominations, and 
call earneſtly on them to ſupport my infant ſcheme. 
The invidious name of author I take entirely to my- 
ſelf. A receptacle for any favours ſent to me ſhall 
be provided, as private as can be deſired ; fo that 
each perſon may avow as much of his performances 
as he chuſes, and no more. If he finds by the public 
voice, that he had overvalued his production, let it be 
laid at my door: if applauſe ſhould give a ſanction 

B 3 to 
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to his fondneſs, I ſhall readily acknowledge the real 
parent. 


For their own ſakes, as well as mine, I requeſt 
that my readers of both ſexes will endeavour to ac- 
Quire a habit of committing their thoughts to paper. 
There is no one act of the mind, by which it ſtrength- 
ens itſelf fo much, as by compoſition. It gives a fa- 
cility of arranging the ideas, and forming the expreſ- 
. fion, Nay, in the very attempt, we find new lights. 
breaking in on the ſubject; and while we ftrive to 
impart our ſentiments to others, we extend and im- 
prove them in ourſelves. Nor do its zucd effects reſt 
here; for it inſenſibly transfuſes correQneſs, fluency 
and elegance into common converſation. Young 
very juſtly ſays, 

Good ſenſe will tagnate ; thoughts ſhut up want air; 
And ſpoil like bales unopen'd to the Sun, 

Mere readers are, in fact, no more than pupils, 
or apprentices to knowledge ;. nor will they ever be 
better, if they have not ſpirit enough to reach their 
hands to the materials, and attempt to give them 
ſome form. The firſt efforts may be laborious ; the 
next will be eafier ; and the pleaſure gradually 
ſpringing from every happy ſtroke of the pen will 
ſoon repay their toil, and give them ſpirit to pro- 
ceed, 

Let it not be ſaid that ſubjects are exhauſted. The 
beſt eſtabliſhed truths may be placed in new lights, 
and receive additional beauty from variety. In every 
ſcience, a boundleſs field of inquiry lies open; and to 
works of fancy no limits can be aſſigned, There is 
no place, nor time that does not afford a peculiar 
growth of little foibles and follies, for the gentle 
hand of good natured raillery to pull up; and every 

uſeſul 
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uſeful art admits of daily improvements, which not on- 
ly deſerve, but demand, to be made public. In the 
midft of ſuch abundance, it is impoſlible that my 
ſcheme ſhould ſtarve. I am convinced I ſhall be 
chearfully ſupported , nor have I the leaſt doubt, 
but that the name of FLV will become as eminent 
in the annals of literature, as that of Dops LEV or 
RI chARADSOR. 3 
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No. 2. Thurſday, March 29, 1770. 


Neon uſitata, nec tenui ferar 

Penna, hi formis per liguidum ethera 

Vates; neque in terris morabor 

Lo ngius: — Honk. 
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KAY AM convinced there is not in the world 
* I NA fo happy a creature as a young author. 


* 


Vs The miſer over his gold, the victor in 
DER his triumph, nay, the lover with his 
miſtreſs, are nothing to him. He feels a kind of in- 
ſtinctive delight in his productions, ſuperior to that of 
the fondeſt parent; and at the fame time a degree of 
pride and exultation, which no other ſtate can afford. 
For my part, I confeſs myſelf ſo happy, that I make 
no doubt but my circumitances will be hurt, and my 
conſtitution ruined by it, I do not tecollec to have 
ſlept two hours ſince the publication of my firſt paper, 
nor have I taken four ounces of food. I am told 1 
look very thin, but then I am fo alert, fo civil, ſo in- 
conſiſtent, ſo good-humoured, and ſo abſent, that no- 
thing can be like it. The one dear idea takes entire 
poſſe Mon of me, and keeps me in the conſtant com- 


placency 
7 
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placency of a happy lover. 1 ſpend the day in read- 
ing. and the night in reviewing, comparing, and digeſt- 
ing in my mind, the materials for future ſpecula- 
tions. A tinder-box- lies always by my bed- ſide, and 
the moment a lucky thought occurs, I leap out, 
ſtrike a light, and inſtantly commit it to paper. This 
however, happens fo frequenily in the courſe of a 
night, that my wife, who has no ſhare in my raptures, 
complains of being half killed by them, When I ac- 
colt any one, eſpecially. thoſe of my own fraternity, 
] feel an unſpeakable ſenſation of conicious ſuperio- 
rity, and while I \mile with the complacency of a man 
of letters, I {well with all the inward dignity of an au- 
thor, My firſt production is for ever in my pocket, 
and I have peruſed it ſo often that I have fairly worn 
out a dozen copies. In ſhort, I am rapt in that hap- 
py enthuſiaſm. which keeps me, as it were, in the air, 
above the heads of the crowd. I am in a kind of de- 
licious dream, from which no conſideration ſhould 
tempt me to awake, and which, I hope, the kind 
ſupport of my friends wil! enable me to preſerve. 


Since my acceſſion to this eminent ſtation, I have 


received ſeveral letters of congratulation and com- 
pliment, but filled with ſentiments too flattering for 
my modeſty to publiſh, One only, as it contains 
other matters, I ſhall preſent to my readers. 


To Mr. FI vx. 


— 


n 

* Your taking poſſeſſion of the author's chair, af- 

* fords univerſal ſatisfaction to the town, and the 
ſpirit with which you begin, gives us full aſſurance 

„that you will fill it with the utmoſt dignity. It 

might have long continued vacant, had you not, like 

another CRoMWELL, emerged from your privacy, 

and 


n 
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« and vaulted boldly into the feat. We falute and 


40 


congratulate you, Sir, on this event, and hail you 
protector of the republic of letters, under whoſe 
auſpices we foreſee the revival of taſte and genius? 
nor will we be content with mere formal aſſuran- 
ces, but prove our attachment to your adminiſtra- 
tion, by our zealous ſupport of it, and a chearfub 
payment of thoſe juſt tributes and aſſiſtances, which 
you ſo graciouſly require of us.” 


Vet permit us, Sir, to mention that the want of 
ſecrecy in the method of conveyance is a great diſ- 
couragement to many of your friends, who have 
a ſtrong inclination ta try their hands at writing. 
A maiden author is full of fears and wiſhes. Con- 
ſcious of his clandeſtine intercourſe with wit, he 
thinks that every eye is on him ; and while he pants 


to be happy, he dreads detection. We therefore 


requeſt you will be pleaſed to conſider the premiſ- 
es, and appoint ſome public reſervoir for our con- 
tributions, where we may depoſite them without 
apprehenſion.” 


Old Neſtor Ironjides, of famous memory, ereded 
for this purpoſe, at Button's coffee-houſe, a lion's 
head, with his jaws open for the reception of litera- 
ry nouriſhment. The produce of that animal's ſto» 
mach was ſo well digeſted, that we humbly recom- 
mend the experiment to you, and hope you will 
oblige us, by exhibiting ſome ſuch creature, in a 
place where he may be fed by ſtealth, and his be- 
nefaQtors remain unknown, We ſubmit this expe- 
dient, with all due deference, to your conſiderati- 
on, and are, Sir, & c. 


A. B. C. D. &c. &c.” 
This 
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This propoſal took immediate poſſeſſion of my 
brain; but I ſoon ſaw many objections to it. In the 
firſt place it was an imitation too ſervile for my ab ili- 
ties. My taſte too was offended, as I did not fee ei- 
ther nature os allegory preſerved, in making a letter- 
box of a lion's maw. Beſides, I thought that an ani- 
mal fo ferocious, was fitter to be crammed with bat- 
tles, duels, and bloody murders, than with the loft 
complaints of love, the gay flights of fancy, or the 
calm pacific diſquiſitions of morality, criticiſm, or 
metaphyſics. On the whole, therefore, I determined 
againſt the lion. 


How to do better was now the queſtion, Many 
ſehemes occurred and were rejected. But at laſt, two 
| gentlemen who came into my ſhop, happening to men- 

| tion à Curious antique which was found in the ruing 

| of Herculaneum, ſtarted a thought that went to bed b 

with me, and kept me awake all night. I purſued it 1 

through a variety of improvements, until, a little be- 7 

fore day, I fixed upon this plan. I will provide 

thought I, a kind of quadruple figure carved out of 

one intire block, ſomething like this antique; it ſhall | 

conſiſt of a Satyr, a Meduſa, a Sphynx, and a Venus, F 
placed back to back, and made hollow fo as to com- 

municate with a drawer underneath. This I will fie 

on a neat pedeſtal in the Exchange Coffee-houſe. My 

Satyr's ears ſhall be perforated for the reception of 

little Eſſays, and his grin will procure me an amuſ- 

ing miſcellany. Not only the men of wit and hu- 

mour, bu: every one who takes ill-nature for the one, 

and ribaldry for the other; who imagines pertneſs 
to be repartee, ſneering to be fine taſte, and invectixe 
to be raillery, will drop his contribution here. 


El; 


In 
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In a climate like this, the Meduſa cannot fail of 
her attractions. Her viſage ſhall be horror and deſ- 
pair, The gloomy, the hy pochondriac, the envious, 
the jealous, the diſcontented, will naturally chuſe 
her as their reſervoir ; and her jaws ſhall be inviting- 
ly diſtended for the complaints of the many real, 


and many more imaginary, evils of life. 


My Sphynx ſhall have an orifice in her breaſt for 
the reception of rebuſes, riddles, and connumdrums, 
for anagrams and acroſtics, puzling problems, ex- 
planations of my ſteries, and eflays on free will and 
predeitination, Indeed on the principle laid down 


by a writer * in my ſhop, to wit, that every thing 


here and hereafter is an enigma, this moniter 


of wine may, with propriety, be made a vehicle for 
ua'verial intel gence. 


To my Venus will flow all matters relative to love, 
or human happineſs; to tenderneſs and benevolence, 
to poetry, muſic, painting, to every fine art, to every 
g-nerous lentiment, every elegant feeling, and every 
real pleaſure. To her I ſhall be indebted for my 
10% valuable acquiſitions ; and for the reception of 
them, the ſhall have a ſmall neat f&Ture in her occiput. 
In ſhort, I fell quite in love with this idea; until it 
ſuddenly ſtruck me, that, to effect my purpoſe, 1 
ſhou'd be obliged to leave the cavity of the ſcull en- 
tircly empty. This in an inſtant daſhed my whole 
ſcheme to the ground; and I rejected, with diſdain, 
a plan, which could, even emblemarical'y, give of- 
tence to the moſt valuable as well as moit beauti- 
ful, part 0: the creation. - 


In this perplexity I arofe, and went to breakfaſt ; 
when a friend of mime, who teaches the mathema- 
® Hume. UCS, 
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tics, happening to drop in, I imparted to him my diſ- 
tres. After a ſhort pauſe, I have, ſays he, a ſcheme 
which will exaQly quadrate with your purpoſe. Pro- 
vide a Circular plattorm, of any given diameter, and 
nn it in the Coffee-houſe, exactly paralled to the plane 
of the horizon. Round the periphery, let the artiſt 
place the twelve ſigns of the zodiac; and, under 
each, a till or drawer, with an aperture for receiv- 
ing ſuch matters as properly belong to each con- 
ſtellation. For inftance, under Ax I Es, let all let- 
ters be put which relate to marriage 3 under Ta u- 
RUS to gallantry; GEMINI, to platonic love; 
CaxcRR, to celibacy; Leo to war and duels ; 
ViI xo, to boarding ſchools; LIBE RA, to 
the weigh-houſe ; Scoxrio, to the gaming- 
houſe ; SaGITTARIUS, to phyſic; Cayrricor- 
NUS, to magiitracy; AqQvUaAR1Us, to the water- 
ſcheme; and Pis cEs, to the fiſh market. Every 
thing will then come in under its proper houſe, and 
conſequently be ſucceſsful. I thanked him for his 
ingenious device, but told him, that moſt of thoſe 
ſubjects Were quite foreign from my deſign, and that 
ſuch ſtrange unaccountable figures, placed in a Cof- 
fee-houſe, may give offence to perſons Who may ac- 
cidentally happen to be ignorant of aſtronomy My 
friend gave me a ſmile of ſilent contempt, and retired. 


Thus am I thrown back into all my former difficul- 


ties. But as my thoughts are unweariedly empioyed 
for the conveuience and amuſement of the public, TI 
hope foon to come to ſome ſatisfactory reſolution on 
this head. In the mean time, let me requeſt my n- 
tent ional benefactors, to commit their favours to the 
Poſt- office, from whence they will be immediately 
forwarded to me, and where they may be depoſited 
with as much ptivacy as they can deſire. N. 


8 
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Qualis apes, &ſtate no va, per florea rura 

Exercet ſub ſole labor, cum gentis adultos 

Educunt fetus, aut cum liguentia mella 

Stipant, et dulci diſtentant nectare cellas; 

Aut onera accipiunt venientum, aut, Agmi ne facto, 
Ignavum fucos pecus a preſepibus arcent. 


Fervet opus, red»lentque thymo fragrantia mella. 
VIIG. 


X REAN Had lately occaſion to go to the Exchange, 

in order to procure a bill on London. 
BY It happened to be a very full day, and 
MN my attention was ſo ſtrongly caught, 
that I withdrew to the ſtait-caſe, the more conveni- 
ently to indulge my contemplation on the buſy ſcene 
around me. My nature is of that ſocial and ſym- 
pathetic kind, that it always takes a ſhare in any 
thing that occurs, and peculiarly in what relates to 
the intereſts of a city to which I am ſo ſingularly ob- 
liged. I could not therefore but feel unſpeakable ſa- 
tisfaction from obſerving, in the faces of my fellow 
citizens, the ſtrong impreſſions of that calm content, 
and infelt ſecurity, which ariſe from an honeſt, 
ſucceſsful, improving commerce ; and tracing, in 
every tranſaction, the ſimplicity, brevity and can- 
dour, which form the honourable chaiaReriſtic of à 
trader. With much pleaſure I ſaw thouſands nego- 


gociated, in an inftant, on the generous footing of 
be” B mutual 
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mutual confidence and credit, and property tranſ- 


ferred with an eaſe and diſpatch, which threw ſhame 
on the tedious perplexities and forms of law. The 
banker, the merchant, the manuſaQuurer, and the 
countryinan, were reciprocally ex changing their ſu- 
perfluities; each individual was accommodating 
others, by ſervirg himſelf , and all, through different 
paths, were inſenſibly concurring to promote the ge- 


neral welfare. "This ſpec! ution raiſed me at laſt, to 


a pleaſing kind of enthuſiaſm. Every man appeared 
to me to be employed like the builders of a riſing Car- 
tage, as deſcribed by Virgil; and laying the founda- 
tion of the future riches and dignity of a city, on 
which Providence has been indulgemtly pleaſed to 
befttow ſo happy a ſituation. 


This train of thought took fuch poſſeſſion of my 
fancy, that when I came to take my evening's nap by 
the fire · ſide, it continued ſtill to operate, and produced 
a kind of confuſed dream, which 1 ihall endeavour 
to methodize, and pteſent to my readers. 


I fancied myſelf replaced in my former ſtation on 
the Exchange, with the ſame objects ſtill before me. 
When, on a ſudden, the whole croud, with a prodigi- 
ous noiſe, burſt forward like a torrent, and ruſhed 
out at ihe Weſtern door. I found myſelf hurried 
with them. The town on that fide had totally diſ- 
appeared, ard the fire landſcape up the 1iver was 
laid open to the view, At a conſiderable diſtance be- 
fore us, arote a magnificent ſtructure. The walls 
ſeemed to be of ſilver, and, by an inſcription in 
golden characters on the cupola, we found it to be 
the PALace or Commerce. To gain this invit- 
ing manſon ſeemed to be the wiſh of all, The di- 

rect 
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rect and natural avenue to it was wide and ſinooth, 
but the entrance was guarded by a Being of a for- 
midable appearance. A grim lion attended him as 
a companion. He brandiſhed in one hand a dreadful 
ſword, and in the other a pair of maſſy ſet:ers. Un- 
der his feet lay a broken harp ; and, from the creſt 
of his helmet, waved a roll of parchment, inſcribed 
Tux Laws or NavigaTtow. Being unable to oif- 
pute with fo terrible a phantom, we were glad to 


turn tothe left, in ſearch of a ſafer road. Here we 


were met by a figure of great ſtrength and flature 
who offered himſelf as our conductor. He wa? 
habited like a Hollander. His perſon was robuſt 
and coarſe ; his viſage rough and ſun-burned, and 
his aſpect generous tho auſtere. In one hand he 
held a plough, and, in the other, the top-maſt of a 
ſhip. This proved to be the GEN Ius of INDUSTRY. 
He led us into a road ſufficiently wide, but the aſſent 
was difficult, and the way covered with impediments. 
Broken rocks, brambles, and fallen trees, interrupted 
every ſtep, and a number of holes and pitfalls made 
the paſſage very perilous. It was however, our only 
path, and we endeavoured to proceed. But the 
conduct of my companions ſurprized me. Inſtead 
of uniting their ſtrength to remove the obſtacles be- 
fore them, every man ſeemed reſolved to ſhift for 
himſelf, and either ſqueeze through, or climb over 
them, as well as he could. Some were too weak for 
this taſk; and ſainted in the attempt. The ſtronger 
puthed on; riſing on their fallen con:rades ; yet with 
ſo much labour, and through fo many painful acci- 
dents, that very few made any conſiderable progreſs. 


Advancing under all theſe diſcouragements, we 
perceived another road, at the entrance of which 


B 2 ſtood 
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ſtood a fantaſtical figure, named SpECULAT1ON, 
He held up a large glaſs to the crowd, through 
which the palace appeared much neater than the 
reality. A conſiderable detachment were ſoon tempt- 
ed to ſtrike off this way, and ran with precepitant 
ſpeed, down an eaſy declivity covered with the fineſt 
ſod. Avipirty flew before, chinking an enormous 
purſe ; and IMpATIENCE, With an iron goad, hung 
upon their rear, and impelled them to proceed. Their 
motion once begun, was too impetuous to be checked, 
and the whole body plunged headlong into a river 
which ran almoſt unſeen, at the foot of the deſcent. 
Many ſunk for ever. Some of gieater ſtrength ſwam 
tzrough, and gained the oppeſite bank, from whence 
they tound means to return to their former rea. and 
weary, weak, and weunded, began again their icil, 
ut the place where they had leſt afl. 

Still more deipfive were tee Phantoms, who 
danced at the opening of a delighiſul glade, all plant- 
ed with myrtles, Vanity, with a p'ume of colour- 
ed featheis in her hair, tottering under a glaring 
French habit, of ſuperb expence, Bloated Luxu- 
RY, crowned with roſes, and extending a goblet of 
gold; and conſumptive EMULATION, with a fluth- 
ed cheek and hoſtile eye, They pointed Out to us a 
kind cf elyſium. The ſun ſhone there with unuſual 
luſtre. The turf was covered with flowers. At eve- 
ry turn were to be ſeen tables ſpread with all the de- 
licacies of earth, air, and ſea. Groupes of perſons 
of both ſexes, clad in the richeſt veſtments, lay at 


eaſe on ſumptuous ſofas, quafing the moſt delicious 


wines, and nothing was heard but the jocund voice 
of muſick, love, and revelling. Great was the deſer- 


tion from our body, Seduced by this contraft to 
| their 
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their toil, numbers flew to meet enjoynient. They 
hurried through the ſcene, with a diffipation which 
precluded real pleaſure. They ſtill urged on. 
EmMUuLaTlon would admit no retreat. The walks 
became nariower; the light more obſcure ; the 
company gradually diſappeared... A total - darkneſs 
at laſt enſued. The greater part fell into the waters 


of Oblivion'; and the few who contrived to ſteal 


bak through ſecret paths, returned naked and ema- 
ciated to their original ſtation, 

But a Gzemon, ſtill more dangerous, now ap- 
peared, His habit was magnificent, and his aſ- 
ſpect inviting, One hand was filled with little 
pieces of ſpotted paſte-board, and in the other he 
ſhook with vehemence, a magical kind of imple- 
ment, nct unlike à dice-box. Cloſe behind hin 
lay a ſpacious hall, in which all the riches of 
the earth ſemed to be collected, and cffered them- 
ſelves to the hand, To this ke pointed. The 
bait was too alluring, Some of our number ruſhed 
in, each anticipating the other's graſp, A deep 
and dreadful abyſs lay juſt before them, into which 
the tall, and the low, the ſtrong and the weak, 
all equally and irretrievably ſunk, never more te 
riſe. They ſunk into the unfathomable regions 
of PoveERTY, ConTEMer, and DEsSPalR, where 
hope can never come, that comes to all. 


Surrounded thus with evils, and depreſſed by toil, - 
we began at length to-deſpond ;- when a black 
and gloomy Being appeared, and hovered over us 
in the air. His name was NecessiTyY. He bran- 
diſhed a dreadful iron mace, and menaced in- 
ſtant and geneial deſtruction, if we did not unite 
our efforts, and move together with unanimity 
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and vigour. His commands were irreſiſtable. In a 
moment, a thouſand hands all ated with collected 
force, and formed one great machine. Nothing 
could withſtand their might. We were allo- 
niſhed at our own ſtrength. Every obſtacle gave 


way before us, and a wide and pleaſing path was 


quickly opened. The impediments became fewer as 
we advanced, and each individual found ample ſcope 
to move in, without confinement to himſelf, or 
embarraſment to his neighbour, Every good Ge- 
nius aſſiſted our progreſs, On the one hand, Hons s-- 
TY and CAN DOR, FRUGALITY and PRUDENCE 
on the other, PaT1 EN CE, CoxcorD, T EMPERANCE 
and HSALTH. We now gained the palace. Be- 
fore it lay a verdant area, of great extent, where 
all the amiable Pass10Ns ſported at large, and eve- 
ry DECENT GRACE, and ELEGANT PLEASURE, 
danced in perpetual round, under the matron-eye 
of RATIONAL ExjoyMtenT. Within were heap- 
ed every ſpecies of coſtly merchinlize, piles of 
gold and every article of genuine wealth, Here 
Commence kept his Court, attended by IxoE- 
PENDENCE, EASE, TRANQUILITY, CREDIT, and 
Faix Fame ; while PLExTyY poured unceaſingly, 
from her copious horn, a profuſion of nature's various 
bounties. 1 now looked for the town ; but perceived 
in its ſtead a new built city of an ample circuit, 
with ſtately ſpites riſing to the cleuds, and ſumptuous 
edifices which glittered in the ſun. Her ſpacious 
ſtreets were crouded with buly thouſands, and the 
maſts of every t:ading nation thronged her river 


and her port. My heart dilated at the glorious 
proſpect; the emotion became too ſtrong for ſlcep, 


and the whole ſcene vaniſhed from before my eye. 
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4 Par, minima eſt ipſa puella ſui. Ov1o, 
as : 2 N 
De KERN STERDAY evening a Lady, very 
or r bo” genteelly dreſſed, came into my ſhop, 
e- — and aſked for a Baily's Dictionary. She 
s- | was of a good ſize, and perfectly well 
kn Kia 2 for a prodigious ſtoop, which, at 
8 il - firſt fight made me imagine that ſhe was bend- 
a— ing under the weight of yeais, Her voice how- 
= I ever ſoon removed that opinion, and aſſured me 
Co the was young ; while the ſweetneſs of her accents, 
rh as ſtrongly inclined me to think ſhe was handſome. 


F Being a paſſionate admirer of beauty, I had no ſooner 
P 4 reached her the book, than I turned my eye upon 
| her, in order to regale it with a full proſpect of 


2 her charms, But, to my great aſtoniſhment, tho? 
4 we. ſtood cloſe to each other, the ccunter only being 
# between us, I could not find her face, nor trace the 
X leaſt appearance of a ſingle feature. T looked round 
13 alt 7 | ** | 
and round with the utmoſt curioſity, but all to no 
ec } 52 i a 
i purpoſe; for, as 1 ſoon perceived, her head was put 
0 into a muſlin bag, of a prodigious capacity, which 
, Inclofed her before and behind, and was fo loaded 
_ | - with ſrills and puffs of the ſame materials, that the 
5 whole volume was ſwelled into the ſize of, at leaſt, 
95 three reaſonable heads. I confeſs I was a good deal 
ſtartled at this appearance, and began to form many 
p- 


different conjectures about the nature of it. Alas! 
3 thought J, this is ſome young creature, on whom 
& | nature 
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na ure has unkindly fixed a blemiſh, which-will not 
bear to be ſeen, or who has contracted ſome un- 
happy malady in her head, which has condemned 
her, perhaps for lie, to this mo-tifying diſguiſe. 
The ruin of that fine form too is probahly produced 


ji time, and is ſinking under the load of. repining and 
* deſpair. A confirmed Ophthulmia, is probably her 
Wi complaint, which makes it neceſſary to exclude the 

| light, For this ber head has been bliſtered.; and. 


this great integument of muflin is to conceal the plai- 
5 ſters and bandages which are neceſſary on the oc- 
caſion. I concluded theſe refſections with a deep 
ſigh, which drew her attention ; and as ſhe raiſed 
ler head, by way of looking at me, I could perceive 
a ſmall lit or openivg in the bag, juſt ſufficient for 
the purpoſe of breataing, and, through this, at a 
diſtance, the tip of a very white noſe. She paid me 
with a very good grace for the Dictionary, half a 
quire of ruled letter paper, and the ſongs of the 
Padlock, and took her leave. I began to very anx- 
ious how ſhe would find her way home; and in- 
deed not without reaſon ; for going out of the ſhop, 


the truck the ſide of her head violentlty againſt the 
door-caſe, I ran to her relief, The blow had dri- 


ven back one of her winkers, and diſcovered an eye 
ſo bewitching, that it was humanity to hide it, tho' 
it were her only one. She took the accident pati- 
ently, as a neceſſary concomitant of her dreſs, and 
ſhunting up her face again, tripped away with great 

alertneſs. | 
I called immediately for my wife, and told her 
this ſtrange occurrence. She burſt into laughing at 
my ignorance, and informed me, that the. phenome- 
non 


by the fame caute ; the is become old before her 
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non which I had ſeen, was no other than a French 
night-cap, a favourite article of dreſs among the La- 
dies. It coſt her, however, ſome very ſolemn afſu- 
rances to convince me of the fact. You confine | 
* yourſelf, ſaid ſhe, ſo much at home that you do 
„ not know what is worn. This faſhion is univerſal 
from the highelt to the loweſt. About three 
* days ago, a maid ſervant came to hire with me. 
* She had a vey ragged gown on her, and a halt 
length apron of coarſe kenting ; Hut on raifing my 
eye, I perceived ſhe had got the other half on her 
head in the ſhape of a French night- cap.” 


I am ſo much intereſted in every thing relative to 
the fair ſex, that this narrative affected me extiemely, 
and I went to bed in great pertui;bation of ſpirits. 
My fl:ep was very confuſed, and I dreamed of no- 
thing all night, but death's heads, and Egyptian mum- 
units. 


Vet let me diſlike this faſhicn as 1 may, I have ſo 
implicit an opinion, that the Ladies never adopt any 
meaſure, without very good reaſon, ihat I have en- 
deavoured to view the ſubject in a favourable light; 
and muft confeſs that it diſcovers a fingular degree 
of medeſty and delicacy, not to be equalled in * 
other age or country. 


I am apt to think that the hint came to us from 
the Eaſt, where, under the tyranny of man, the poor 
women are compelled to mufle up their ſaces when - 
ever they appear abroad. In ſome places the lover 
never ſees his miſtreſſes's countenance until they are 
married. But our Ladi:s go far beyond the original, 
In a country where female power prevails, they vo- 
luntarily withdraw their beauties from the light, 
and forego the pride of conqueſt, and the delight of 

being 
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being admired,” rather than expoſe the nakedneſs of 
their faces to the prying ſenſual eye of man. The 
auſterity of their reſerve is ſupported within doors 
and without, by night and by day, without any in- 
dulgence to relations, parents, or huſbands, A gen- 
tle nan aſſured me this morning, that he has net 
ſeen a ſingle feature of his wife theſe two years, but 
once when he happened to catch her at her toilet, 
nor has he in all that time ever touched her lips, 
but through the medium of muſlin or gauze. 


This is a ſtrain of purity beyond parallel. Indeed 
no devotees abroad can be more ſeverely ſelf-de- 
nying than our ladies. In the prime of life, they re- 
nounce the chearful ways of men, and immure 
themſelves in a kind of moveable convent, where 
there are not even bars or lattices to give us a peep at 


them. We are become a nation of nuns, and every 


woman among us has taken the veil, 


The roguiſh Spartan legiſlator, in order to get 
huſbands for the girls, indulged them in having 
their garments conveniently ſſit and opened, ſo as 
to give the men a glimpſe of their beauties as they 
moved. How different is the conduct of our ſpin- 
ſters! conſcious of intrinſic merit. they ſcorn to cap- 
tivate by any other means; and knowing our weal 
partiality for pretty features, will not allow vs a ſingle 
inch that miy influence dur choice. One univerſal 


blank, except in the underſtanding. is preſented to 


the lover; and inſtead of paſſing compliments on the 
lips, the dimples, or the eyes of the f. ir recluſe, he is 
under a neceſſity of directing, them to the more valua- 

ble charms of her mind. 
Nor is the invention without its policy. It will ef- 
ſectually conceal the depredations of time, and the 
approaches 
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approaches of old age. The wives will look as well 
at laſt as at firſt in their huſband's eyes; and the 
maidens will never be old ones, until they are quite 
old women. Indeed no chanye can poſlibly be per- 
ceived, until they begin to mump for want of 
teeth, or the head to noddle under its "venerable 
burden. 


As a man, however, I beg leave to become an ad- 
vocate for my own ſex. And 1 will be bold enough, in 
the firſt place, to aſſert and rely on it, that the face 
is a decent part, and has been ever ſo reputed and con- 
ſidered in theſe dominions. That the word face has al- 
ways been in uſe amongſt the ſtricteſt prudes, and 
ableſt divines, which could not have been the caſe, 
had the idea been either indecent or indelicate; and 
that the face is ther eſore, by preſcription, pri- 
vilegel from conccalment, confinement and ſuffoca- 
tion. 


vill go tl farther and affirm that every ſubject of 
this realin has by common law a conſtitutional claim 
to the proſpect of female faces. They are a kind of 
commonage on which every eye has a right to feed; 
nor is there an article in Magna Charta or the BILL of 
Riaurs for which we would ſooner - contend. But 
there ſeeins indeed to be a general ſcheme againſt our 
liberties, evidently ſet on feot by foreign, arbitrary 
powers. A Spaniſh habit, the other day, was near de- 
priving us of the arms, and the face is now uſurped 
by a French night-cap. The civil power is however, 
full ſufficient to redreſs us; and | have ſeen an emi- 
nent opinion, that the writ de Homine replegiando will 
abſolutely lie, and the ſheriffs be thereby empowered 
to take the woman's perſon out of this illegal dureſſe, 
and deliver it puris natura ibus, to her huſband, parents, 
or guardians, But 


— 
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But as we deſire no ſuits with the fair ſex, but thoſe 
of love, we would rather apply to their clemency 
than conteſt their, power. We therefore requeſt them 
to conſider, that nothing under a capital offence can 
deſetve a puniſhment like this. To take from us the 
buman face divine, is to take all that makes exiſtence 


here deſirable. It is the extinction of the ſun, and the 


return of chaos. We throw ourlelves therefore at 
their feet, and join unanimouſly in the prayer of the 


 Crecian hero, that this cloud may be withdrawn, 


and if we are to fall, let us meet our fate in the 


fair light of day.” 


We know not of any object in the univerſe ſo rich 
in various beauty as a fine female face. It is the 


| moſt perfe& production of ſymmetry and colouring, 


an mated by expreſſion, and touched with graces, 
which elude the power of words. It is, at the ſame 
time, ſo adjuſted, that every part of it ſets off the 
others, nor can we give up the ſmalleſt. point with- 
out injuring the whole. How then can we think of 
parting with the principal features, or even the fine 


contour of the forehead, cheek, and temples, or the 


lovely back ground of hair which ſhades and finiſhes 
the piece! T hele diſguiſes may ſuit the lank ſwarthy 
Jaws of the French, but among my fair countrywo- 
men they are a ſin aga inſt nature. 

A reaſonable compliance with the faſhion; is a com- 
plimnet due to ſociety ; but womeri ſhould alſo 
think of what is due to themſelves. There cannot be 
a greater weakneſs than an eagerneſs io embrace eve- 


Ty ugly and abſurd invention. The rational uſe of 


dreis is to improve the charms of nature. This con- 
trivance, in all its ſorts and ſizes, disfigures or de- 
ſtroys them, The Ladies ſhould in juſtice to their 

good 
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good ſenſe, unite with a proper ſpirit, and ſhew that 
they will not be made the dupes of fantaſtical mil- 
liners, nor tamely give up their natural beauties on 
every new importation of fluctuating follies. 


See 
No. 35. Monday, April 9, 1770. 
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O Fortunatos nimium, bona fi ſua norint! VIC. 
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XKLIXETURNING, in a very ſevere day lately, 
1 R of from the Cuſtom Houſe, where I had 
N been to make an entry of ſome booke, 
KIRK I was overtaken by a piercing ſhower 
of fleet and rain, which, as I had been fooliſh 
enough to leave my cloke at home, compleatly 
wetted me to the ſkin, before I got to the end of 
Paul-ſtreet. I was quite benumbed with cold, and 
had no ſmall apprehenſions of getting a bad fever, 
The ftorm was fo violent, that I did not meet a ſingle 
creature in the ſtreets, until turning the corner near 
my own houſe, I tumbled agaiaſt a wretched human 
being, almoſt naked, with two little infants in her 
arms, who were entirely ſo. My own condition gave 
me time to beſtow no more than a paſſing look on 
them, as they lay under the drip of the pent-houſe, 
to which they had crawled for ſhelter. I could how- 
ever perceive, that the little wretches ſeemed ſhrunk 
up, and almoſt inſenſible, and the mother had hardly 
ſtrength enough to implore relief by an inarticulate 
ſound, to which I did not find myſelf at that time 


much diſpoſed to attend. 
C I got 
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1 got home wet, comfortleſs, and out of temper 3 
however, after getting on dry clothes, and warming 
myſelf, I fat down with my family to a good dinner, 
and eat pretty heartily ; after which, to prevent ac- 
cidents, I indulged myſelf with a bowl of generous 
warm punch. The powers of nature now began 
to return; my apprehenſions gradually ſubſided 3 
my mind came to rights, and I felt myſelf happy. 
Then, and not before, the image of what J had ſeen, 
recurte l. I ſtarted up; Good God, cried I, where 
is ſhe? My wife was frightened, Who? what? what 
do you mean? The wretch, cried I, the beggar, my 
tellow creature, that lies periſhing under the pent- 
houſe. Without ſaying more I ran out, and found 
her on the fame ſpot, One of the infants ſeemed to 
be dead, but we contrived to recover it, and ſup- 
plied the mother, to the beſt of our ability, with the 
means of prolonging her miſerable exiſtence. | 


After this I fat down in my thop, and began to ru- 
minate, with a kind of painful ſatisfaclion, on what 
had paſled ; when an elderly gentleman came in, 
who, after taking his afternoon's coffee above ſtairs, 
generally comes to read with me for an hour or two. 
He ſeems to be a man of good ſenſe, and an amiable 
diſpoſition. I related to him what had paſſed ; at 
which he was a good deal affected. But ſurely, Sir, 
faid I, there was great inconſiſtency, as well as ill- 
nature, in my not pitying the wretch at the inſtant 
when I fo ſenſibly felt a ſhare of the ſame calamity, 
Adverſity is ſaid to foften and humanize the heart; 
yet I cannot ſay that I felt any humane ſenſa tions, 
until the uneaſy ones were worn off, and men 
by a chearful flow of ſpirits. He looked me full 
in the face. I do not know, Mr. FLyn, faid he, 

where 


No. 5. Ox, FLvn's SeECULATIONS. 27 


where you may have learned your philoſophy; but, 


i there be truth in nature, reſt aſſured, that the firſt 
ſtep to ſocial virtue is inward happineſs. Benevo- 
tence will never thrive under a lowring ſky. I am 
well aware that the pain which we have felt, has 
a tendency to quicken our compaſſion for others. 
Haud ignara mali, miſeris ſuccurrere diſco, ſays the 
Roman. The much greater poet before your door, 
chimes with him, Sweet are the uſes of adverſity. 
They both knew nature, and both were right ; for 
in the caſes which they deſcribe, the pain had been 
firſt removed, and had given place to eaſe ; than 
which I know of no greater felicity. Believe it as 
a fact, Mr. FLY, that every ſpecies and degree of 
unhappineſs, deducts in proportion from our philan- 
thropy. And how can it be otherwiſe ? Put abſo- 
lute pain out of the caſe; the gloomy, the ſplenetic, 
the moroſe, the envious, the diſcontented, do not 
even love themſelves ;. and while there is a civil war, 
or even murmurs at home, nature will never take 
2 part in diſtreſſes abroad. 


There is, continued he, a very ſenſible writer on | 
this ſhelf, who, in his Eſſay on Faſting, obſerves, 


that it is a practice by no means naturally produc- 
tive of a benevolent turn of mind: and that arati- 
onal and moderate enjoyment of the bleſſings of life, 
has a wonderful tendency to create and improve A 
good and beneficent diſpoſition. I own, fays he, I 
am always beſt pleaſed after a full- meal; and 
therefore beſt diſpoſed to love God and my neigh- 
bour, which is the ſum of both tables. He goes on 
to lay down a very pleaſing ſyſtem of morality, and 
recommends it to be happy within ourſelves, in or- 
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der to be in a proper temper of heart for making 
others ſo. 


] have no great liking to * on a ſubject ſo 
various as human nature; yet I am convinced that 


this theory in general.is right. When all is not eaſy 


within, the heart is apt to ſhut againſt the concerns 
of others. A ſournefſs ariſes, of a very unſocial na- 
ture. If we have any pity, it is for ourſelves ; and 


we ſeem to think that our being fellow-ſufferers is a 


full diſcharge of the debt of humanity. But when 
ſelſ-complacency applies it's gentle influence, the 
heart ſoftens and relaxes, and makes room for the 
effuſions of benevolence. From a breaſt at eaſe, the 
tirit with that feems to grow, is that of imparti"g 
happineſs to others, The affections expand when 
there is no immediate preſſure on their ſprings ; and 
we fed a kind of avaricious deſire of enlarging 
our enjoyments, by banithing miſery from the cie- 
ation, 

bed contanet he, laying his hand on Thomſon's 


Seaſons, here is a man who painted, as eminently as | 


he felt, every fine ſenſation of the heart. A paſſage 


in his Autumn beauiifu'ly diſplays this turn of the | 


mind. With every uneaſy paſhion lulled to reſt, he 
fteals you into the ſweet, ſerene, romantic haunt 
of the Genius of PRHILOSO HIC MELANCHOLY. 
At his approach the imagination warms, the ſoul 
dilates; every good, every generous and tender ſen- 
timent crowds forward, and among the firſt, 

T he love of nature unconfined, and chief 


Of human race; TAE LaRGE AMBITIOUS WISH 
To MAKE THEM BLEST. 
All theſe are the throbbings of a ſelf-contented mind, 


raiſed into rapture by a contemplation on ſurrounding 


happineſs. 
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happineſs. Depend upon it, that every kind and ſo- 
cial affection is related to the ſmiling family of plea- 
{ure. 


But I ought to be more preciſe. My intention 
is, that, to love others, we mult firſt be happy in our- 
ſelves, Yet you will fay, that the rich or powerful 
are by no means eminent for their benevolence, and 
that the mere man of pleaſure is too frequently cal- 
lous to every thing beſides. What then becomes of 
my theory? But underſtand me rightly. When 1 
ſpeak of bappineſs, it is conſcious happineſs that 1 
mean. No other deſerves the name. All elſe is a 
reſtleſs purſuit, in which new objects ſucceſſively ſtart, 
and there muſt ever be ſome great deſideratum, which, 


by keeping up diſcontent, muſt keep down philan- 


thropy. I fear there are many minds which have 
been prevented by the very advantages that ſurround 
them, from ever ſeitling into felf-enjoymeat. The 
felicity to which I point can only be found in a mind 
that will be kind enough to itſelf, and juſt enough 
to its Creator, to turn its view frequently inward, and 
make a fair eſtimate of it's own-poſſeſſions. With- 
out this, the greateſt bleſſings of our nature will be 
overlooked ; I mean thoſe, which are every hour, 
every moment, indulged to us, and are not valued 
merely becauſe they are poured on us in profuſion. 
The pleaſures adminiſtered by any ſingle ſenſe, are 
above the price of gold. Our ſtores are great, but 
reflection only can give them value. An habitual re- 
view of the fair circumſtances of our lot, would give 
a pe,petual reliſh to exiſtence. It would produce 
not only a ſerenity, but alſo that active chearfulneſs 
of heart which is ſo favourable to the intereſts of ſo- 
cieiy. It would baniſh repining, liſtleſneſs, and 

n gloom 
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gloom, and fill the ſoul with a bright and ſteady ſun- 
ſhine, which is the proper climate of virtue, and par- 
ticularly genial to the growth of benevolence. 

I requeſt, Sir, continued he, you will earneſtly re- 
commend this practice to your readers. It will nei- 
ther retard any of the honeſt purſuits, nor interrupt 
the rational enjoyments of life; but on the contrary 
will give ſpirit to the one, and a double reliſh-to the 
other. Let every man daily review what he poſ- 
ſeſſes; let him turn a pity ing eye on what others want. 
The bleſſings of life have a promiſcuous glare of 
white, which makes them difficult to be counted, 
uatil laid on a dark foil; and then we are aſtoniſhed 
at their number. Our cup will be conſtantly kept 
full by the hand of Reflection, and its abundance will 
flow over to the relief of others. Every act of this 
kind maſt terminate in devotion. Struck with the 
idea of its own happineſs, the ſoul melts naturally 
into gratitude to the GREAT GIVER, and tender 
affection to the general race of man. N. 
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VET Oy — — 


O felix homi num genus, 
Si veſtros animos amor, 


Quo cœlum regitur, regat ! 
Borrn: 


— 1 


Y laſt paper has produced me two letters, in a 
ſtile very different from each other, which I 
Mall beg leave to preſent to my readers, giving the 


due precedence to my fair correſpondent, 
- | To 


1 
1e 
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To Mr. FLV. 


81 bs | 


WEIR AM a girl of ſeventeen, tall, ſtrait, and 


10 1 FX genteel, with a ſweet face. I have a 

* great ſtock of health and ſpirits, very 
XI indulgent parents, and a proſpect of a 
good fortune. Yet, with all thefe, Mr. FLV, I am 
very unhappy. The truth is, Sir, I want io be marri- 
ed; and that ſingle deficiency deſtroys all the pleaſure 
of my life. Your old gentleman's preſcriptions I have 
tried to no purpoſe. Several times in the day I run 
over the long liſt of what I have ; yet, in ſpite of me, 
my contemplations all terminate on what I have not, 


RefleQing on the wants of others only brings my own 


more ſtrongly to my mind, and the fight of an old 


maid, ſo far from raiſing my compaſſion, or yielding 
me any comfort, frightens me out of my wits, left [ 
ſhould become one of the dreary claſs. Well does 
your friend obſerve that the pleaſures of à ſingle ſenſe 
are above the price of gold. Ah! Sir, he ſpeaks 
from experience; and my imagination gives full cre- 
dit to his aſſertion, But I have heard Mr. WALKER, 
the philoſopher, ſay, that the ſenſes are of no uſe to 
us, without the impulſe of their correſponding objects, 
The eye can feel no joy in the dark, nor the ear in the 
mid of filence. This doctrine exactly ſuits my caſe. 
| have a vaſt quantity of affections about me, but no 
one to beſtow them on; and love and tenderneſs 
enough to make twenty men happy, yet cannot meet 
with one in a humour to be made ſo. 

This, Sir, is my hard fituation, Your friend's 
maxims of happineſs muſt be ſome way deficient, or 
my Caſe a very fingular one. I am fatisfied that I 


ſhould be the beſt natured, belt tempered, moſt bene» 
volent 


No.. 6 


volent creatuie upon eatth, if I were but married ; but, 
it ſomethisg is not ſoon done, the old maid will creep 
fait upon me, and 1 ſhall hate myſelf, and all the 
world. At all events, be kind enough to let him know, 
how I am circumſtanced ; and teil him, that, if he 
does.not either point out to me how to get a huſband, 
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er how to be eaſy without one, I ſhall diſclaim him 


for ever as a monitor, and relt convinced, that he has 
either forgot, or never underitood human nature. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
CLEORA, 


To CLEORA. 


Mapa, 


The letter with which you have honoured me, 


brings to my recollection a wiſh which I have often 


formed, when I have been fitting penſively in my ſhop, 


which was, that I could, at pleaſure, make every book 
on my ſhelves ſtart up in the proper form of it's au- 


thor, juſt as he was at the age of hve and twenty, and 


ſtill continue at my diſpoſal, "This would effectually 


ſecure to me the cuſtom of the whole fair ſex, and 


prevent any of my wares from lying on hands. Thoſe 


that could not fell as books, may do very well as 


men; and a very heavy performance may go off at a 
good price in the ſhape of a handſome young fellow. 
Were this the caſe, it would give me the greateſt plea- 
ſure to lay the largeſt and moſt valuable felio in my 
houſe, at the feet of ſo much beauty, merit, and diſ- 
treſs. But, as it is, I can only refer you to thoſe pla- 
ces where ſuch articles are daily exhibited, Notwith- 
ſtanding the ſprightly humour of your epiſtle, I am 
convinced that your good ſenſe will not ſuffer you to 
| be 
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be precipitant in buying; but that you will beſtow a 
very ſerious peruſal, before you honour any of them 
with a place in your cabinet, They are to be met 
with (to ſpeak ſtill in the way of my profeſſion) of dif- 
ferent forts and fizes ; but indee among my fellow 
Citizens, moſtly duodecimos. Many, I dare fay, of real 
merit. Perhaps, a few who are little more than title 
page and blank paper. Take with you the opinion of 
a Critic, for young readers are too apt to be pleaſed ; 
and you will think the delay in chuſing, very amply re- 
paid, by your meeting with ſuch a compoſition, as will 
both entertain and improve you, and may be read over 
and over again with pleaſure, to the end of your life. 


I ſhall not fail to mention your caſe to my friend. 
But, in the mean time, let me take the liberty to ob- 
ſerve, that, tho' ſeventeen may not be an age of pa- 
t'ence, it is certaiuly not an age for deſpair. Your 
many excellences and advantages, cannot fail of 
ſoon ſecuring your wiſh. Proceed to cultivate that 
good ſenſe which you evidently. pofſcſs. Attend to 
your health, ſpirits, and good temper, as three of the 
firſt of nature's bleſſings ; and enjoy freely the innocent 
delight ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of beauty; onl 
remembering, when you ſurvey that loyely figure in 
your glaſs, to throw up a thought of thankfulneſs to 
HIM who formed it. 7 

I am, Madam, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
William FI. 


To Mr. FLV. 


„ 
The ſentiments of your friend in yeſterday's pa- 


per, muſt be pleaſing to every perſon who is acquaint- 
ed 
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ed with the feelings of humanity, This indeed is a 
virtue, of which it may be faid, in a peculiar manner, 
that her ways are the ways of p'eaſantneſs. It begins 
in ſelf-complacency, afforcs a variety of the trueſt 
Joys as we proceed, and leads directly to happineſs 
hereafter. Our excellent Fie/ding, with his uſual be- 
nignity, affirms, that of all proſpects, that of happy 
human faces is the fineſt, How exquiſitely ple aſing 
then muſt it be, when we additionally feel the conſei- 
ouſneſs of having removed the cloud of miſery, let in 
the ſra- ſhine on the dreary landſcape, and produced 
a verna! {mile of gaiety, where all before was gloomy, 
cold, and comforileſs ! Acts indeed of this nature are 
ſo amply rewarded at the time, that one would hardly 


think the additional motive of duty were neceſſary to 
inforce them, 


It is recorded of an ancient emperor, that when 
jaded with the ſameneſs of ſenſuality, he publiſhed 
great rewards for the invention of ſome new pleaſure, 
Had he been poſſeſſed of that kind of men'al ſenſe 
which is ſo voluptuouſly gratified by the exerciſe of 
benevolence, it would have opened on him a ſcene 
of delights, incapable of cloying, and which, from 
his unlimited abilities for inJulging in them, would 
have exalted him as high in happineſs, as he was in 
power, above the reſt of mankind 


In an age of epicuriſm like this, it is ſtrange that 
this exquiſite delicacy is ſo liitle underſtood, even among 
the connoiſſeurs and profeſſors of pleaſure. But it 
is ſtill more ſo, that, among the thinking part of the 
world, ſo great an inattention ſhould generally pre- 
vail to the wants and calamities of others Under the 
preſſure of pain, the anxiety of apprehenſion, or even 
the perplexities of buſineſs, our natural ſelf- attention 

will 


I 
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will unavoidably leſſen our ſenſibility of foreign diſ- 
trels. But when all the comforts of life are ia our 
hands, every uneaſy idea removed, and the mind in 
a ſtate of iranquil leiſure, it is amazing that even the 
frequency of miſery can reconcile us to the cries of 
want, or to the filent forrow of thoſe, who perith 
gradually in their wretched retreats, rather than be 
importunate for relief. I have often been aſſailed, in 
the midſt of mirth and revelling, by the howling of a 
human being, lying under all the inclemency of the ſe- 
vereſt night; but, with much more wonder, I have 
known the like paſs equally unregarded, in a compa- 
ny where ſerious attention ſeemed to prevail, and 
here I knew that humanity ſtill reſided, tho' it was 
become torpid from inaction. 

The truth is, diſſipated pleaſures involve the mind 
in a hurry which excludes reflection, and a too fre- 
Guent uſe of them conſequentially produces an habitu- 
al ſelfiſhneſs. Nay even in ſedater diſpoſitions when 
the ſprings of pity have been, from any caute, denied 
their play, they inſenſibly loſe their tone, and we come 
at laſt to look, with a littleſs indifference, on human 
calamities, as fo many neceſſary evils, from which we 
are totally detached, and which it is not in our power 
either to prevent or relicye.” | 


But neither heedleſs levity, nor calm inſenſibility, 
can really make us happy. The beauties of an 
Li;fium would be loſt on us, were we to run through 
them, in a rapid purſuit after ſome diſtant, ſtill re- 
ceding phantom or ciawl along in a flate of dozing 
natteation, to every thing but a few unimportant ob- 
jets immediately before our feet. To be truly 
happy, we mult reflect. If we refleQ, we cannot but 


compare, and muſt conſequently be ſtruck with the 
contraited 
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contraſted view of our own felicity and the woe of 
others. This will awaken every tender ſenſation, and 
focial ſympathy will naturally ariſe from conſcious 7 
happineſs. | 

If ſuch valuable effects are produced by a re- 
view of our preſent poſſeſſions, how infinitely wuſt c 
they increaſe, when we carry our thoughts beyond f 


this ſpot, and open to them the delightful view ofa c 
happy eternity! If our ſtores here are great, thoſe 
that are in reſerve for us are not to be mea- 
ſured by the imagination. Theſe are contemp/ations 
which we cannot too frequently indulge. They open 


and enlarge the heart, raiſe us above every low, for= | } 
did, and ſelfiſh affection, and extend the circle of be- 

nevolence as wide as the creation. | N 

Every word of our religion is benignity. And it is 5 


very obſervable, that the great founder of it, in eſta- 
bliſhing it's authenticity, never diſplayed his power 
in any acts of mere oſten ta tion. No removing of 
mountains, nor diſturbing of the elements: but every 
miracle which he wrought, tended to relieve the 
pains, the diſeaſes, and the diſtteſſes of human life; 
nor was the courſe of nature ever interrupted, but 
with a view to the preſent as well as future happineſs 
of man. 

It ſeeins peculiarly proper to give a ſcope to re- 
flections of this kind at a time when we commemo- 
rate thoſe great myſterious events, by which the | 
clouds and darkneſs, which before hung over futu- 
rity, have been withdrawn, and the awfully-pleafing 
ſcene is laid open to our view, Devotion ſhould 
now riſe into fervency, and our activity in diſpen ſing 
bleſſings, ſhould ev ince how ſtrongly we are aff. ted 
by the great and numberleſs bounties beſtowed uport «| 
ourſelves. Where the obliga. ions are infinit ;, and 
ths 
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the beneſactor infiaitely above a poſſibility of repay- 
ment, an ardent gratitude in an honeſt breaft might have 
been attended with an uneaſy ſenſation, The goodneſs 
of Providence has prevented this, It has transferred 
the debt, and placed the wretched before us to re- 
ceive it. To add to human happineſs, or leſſen the 
ſum of calamity, is the moſt acceptable offering that 
can be made to that GREAT BEING who is Bexe- 


* VOLENCE itſelf. 
I am, Sir, &c. 
: Y 
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— JO 
A eque enim lex equior ulla eſt 
Duam necis artifices arte perire ſua. 
Ov1p. 


un 


MAVI NG received many valuable favours 
10 7 * from my correſpondents, which I ſhall 


lay before my readers frem time to time, 
KF KK I ſclect for this day's paper the following 
letter, which, as it contains a very curious piece of hiſ- 
tory, will, I doubt not, contribute much to their enter- 
laINment, 


To Mr. FI. 


81 R,. 

The horrid crime of taking away a man's life by 
Ipoiſon, which has been lately attempted in this City, 
and the extraordinary manner in which it was diſco- 


* D. vered, 
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vered, brought to my mind a number of ſingular in- 
ſtances where the executions of ſuch d-ſizns were pro- 
videntially prevented, and the guilty puniſhed by the 
very means intended to deſtroy others. Amongſt 
thoſe there occured to me a very curious one in the 
kiltory of the illuſtrious family of the Mz pict, 
which was tranſcribed from the manuſcript in the 
great library at Florence, and, having never been pub- 
liſhed, I think, deſerves a plac: ia your inftcutive 
and valuable paper. 

About the end of the 15th century, Thomas 
BuoXNAVENTURI1, a young Florentine, of a credita- 
ble family, but without fortune, went t9 live with a | 
m-:rchant of the ſame country, who had fetitled at 
Venice. The merchant's houſe was oppoſite to the 
back-door of one that belonged to a noble Venetien, el 
called BakTHLEMEO CAPELLO, In th's family 
lived a young lady of great beauty, wheſe name was 
BIANCA. She was watched with great circumſpecti- 
on, as the cuſtom of the country is, yet BuoXaven- 

- 32Ux frequently ſaw her at her window, and though 
he had no hopes of a nearer interview, yet, by a na- 
tural and almoſt neceſſary impulſe, he did all that 
could be done in ſuch circumſtances to expreſs the 
paſſion with which ſhe had inſpired him. He was 
Young and amiable, and ſhe very ſoon ceaſed to be 
indifferent, ſo that after a long negociation, the par- 
ticulars of which are not related, the lovers found 

{ means to accomplifl, their withes, and were private- 
ly married. Bianca went every night, after the 
family had retired and was aſleep, to Buonaven- 
TVURI's chamber in the merchant's houſe, by means 
o the little back-door, which ſhe left a- jar, and by 
which ſhe returned before day without being ſeen by 
any body. After 
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After this had continue ſome time, cuſtom 
made her leſs cautions, and one night the ſtayed with 
her huſband 'tilf the morning was further advanced 
than uſual. A baker's boy, who was going by with 
bread, perceived the back door, by which Branca 
had come out, to be open, and ſuppoſing this had hap- 
pened by accident, ſhut it. The lady arrived a few 
minutes afterwards and found it fait, In the conſter- 
nation which this accident produced, ſhe returned to 
the houſe ſhe had juſt quitted, and was let in by 
her kuſbind, to whom {h2 related what had happen- 
ed. As the ſafety of both was in danger, they tetir- 
ed to the houſe of another Florentine, where they re- 
mained concealed, 'till they found an opportunity of 
eſcaping to Florence. In this city they lived for ſome 
time in great privacy, fearing the republick of Venice 
mould, at the ſollicitations of Car ELLo, have had 
tem purſued. 

Francis Marla, the great Duke of Tuſcany at 
that tine, was a native of France, fon of Cos uo 
the in, an | father of Magy D Meoici, He had mar- 
ried Jane of Auſtria, daughter of the Emperor Fr R- 
DINAND, and widow of the King of Hungary. She” 
was 2 princeſs of great virtues, but, being at that 
time paſt her youth; the duke neglected her for other 
Women. One of the officers of his court was the con- 
t-len: of his pleaſures, who had a wife no leſs zea- 
lous to make herſelf uſeful. 

The arrival of the fair Venetian was ſoon known 
in Florence. The report of her adventure and of her 
beauty excited the duke's curioſity, and he reſolve 
to ſpare no pains to gratify it. He-uled to walk every 


Lay before the houſe where the lived, and, upo ſeeing 


her at her window, he became violently enamoured- 


D 2 His 
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His confident was immediately employed, and he en- 
gaged his wife to aſſiſt in the project, who began her 
maneuvres by ſending her a meſſage that ſhe had 
ſomething of conſequence to communicate to her, and 
for that purpoſe invited her to dinner. Buonave n- 
un was ſome time in ſuſpence whether he ſhould 
ſuffer his wife to accept the invitation, but the rank 
of the lady, and his want of ſome powerful protecti- 
on, overcame his doubts. Bianca was received 
with the greateſt kindnets and moſt flattering attenti- 
on ; ſhe was prevailed. on to relate the ſtory of 
her diſtreſſes, and was heard with an appearance of 
the moſt tender concern ; ſhe was aſked if ſhe had no 
deſire to make her court to the grand duke, who on 
his part was impatient to become acquainted with her, 
having already found an opportunity to ſee and admire 
her. 5 | 
Frailty, thy name is woman 

Branca had neither fortitude nor virtue to reſiſt 
the temptation, and the duk- coming in at the inſtant, 
the liberality of his offers, and his promiſing to ad- 
vance the huſband, gained him a complete victory. 


The huſband did not think it prudent to break a 
connection, which might be ſo advantageous to him, 
and matters were ſoon fettled to the ſatisfaction of all 
parties. The duke gave them a magnificent houſe 
near the bridge over the Arno, called Ponte della Tri- 
nita (which houſe is now il Palazzo Riccardi,) and 
was to be admitted at all hours, without any 1nterrup- 
tion from the huſband, BuonavenTuURI ſolaced 
himſelf for the loſs of BAN A by forming new con- 
nections; and aſſociated with the nobility ; but becom- 
ing, from his change of fortune, inſolent and preſump- 

tuous, 
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tuous, and having inſiſted one day on an interview 
with his wife, when it was not agreeable to her, he 
was the ſame night by her order aſſaſſinated. 


No. 7. 


The only obſtacle to the complete enjoyment of 
ber wiſhes being thus removed, ſhe loſt all reſerve, 
and appeared in public with a magnificent equipage, 
ſctting honour and ſhame at defiance. Jane, the great 
duchels, was extremely mortified at the conduct of the 
duke, and provoked at the price of her rival, but ſup- 
preiſed her grief, till at length it put an end to her 
life. 

The death of the grand ducheſs opened new 
views to the ambitioa of Bianca, who had acquired 
ſuch an aſcendancy over the duke, that he was whol- 
ly ſubſervient to her will, and ſhe now exerted all her 
art to induce him to marry her. The cardinal FER. 
DINAND DE Mepici, who was next heir to the 
dukedom, if his brother died without ifſue, oppoſed 
this marriage in vain, and PiA x c in a ſhort time be- 
came grizd ducheſs of Tuſcany. 


After ſom? time, ſhe withed much for a child 
who might inherit the grand duke's dominions. She 
had maſf' s ſaid, and aſtrologers conſulted ; but theſe 
and many other expedients proving jineffeQtual, ſhe re- 
lolve to feign pregnancy, and introduce a ſpurious 
child, of which ihe would at leaſt have the honour. 
To aſſiſt her in the executionof this project, ſhe appli- 
ed to a cordelier of the monaſtery of Ogni ſandi, who 
readily undertaking the affair, the feigned nauſeas and 
the ufual ſymptoms of pregnancy, took to her bed, 
and received the compliments of the court, Her pre- 
tended reckoning being out, the ſuddenly alarmed 
rer people in the middle of the night, complained of 
D 3 labour 
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labour pains, and enquired impatiently for her confel- 
ſor. 

The cardinal, who ſuſpected her artifices, had 
her watched ſo diligently, that he knew of all ker mo- 
tions, and as ſoon as he was informed that her confeſ- 
ſor was ſent for, repaired to her antic hamber, in 


which he walked backwards and forwards, repeating 


his breviary, The ducheſs, hearing he was there, 
ſent him a meſſage, intreating that he would retire, 
becauſe ſhe could not bear that he ſhould hear the cries 
that might be forced from her by her pains. The 
cardinal anſwered © Let her highneſs think only of her 
own buſineſs as I do of mine.” As ſoon as the con- 
felſor arrived, the cardinal ran to him, crying out 
* welcome, my dear father, the grand ducheſs is in la- 
bour and has great nced of your affittance,” at the ſame 
time catching him in his arms, and embraciog him, | 
he perceived a jolly boy, juſt born, which the good 
father had got in his ſleeve. He took the child from 


| him, and cried out, loud enough to be heard by the 


dutchels, ** God be praiſed, the princeſs is happily 


* delivered of a ſon,” at the fame time ſhewing him 


to all who were preſent, 

The grand duckeſs, enraged to diſtraction at this 
inſult, determined to be revenged of the cardinal, and 
ſhe ſoon got an opportunity. The ducheſs, and car- 


dinal, were on a country party at Poggio Caiano, one 


of the duke's villas ; the cardinal was very fond ol 
Blanc manger, and the ducheſs had poiſon mixed 1n a 
diſh of it, and placed near him at dinner ; but he, not- 
withſtanding the moſt preſſing ſolicitations of the duch- 
eſs, would not taſte of it. Well, faid the, duke if 
the cardinal will not eat of it, I will,” and what was 


remarkable, tho' he never liked it before, he took a 
large 
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large quantity of it on his plate and eat it. The duch- | 


eſs from her agitation loft her ſpeech, and in deſpair, 
ſnarched the remainder of the poiſoned dith, eat it, 
and both ſhe and the duke died together, on the 21ſt 
of October 1587. The cardinal ſucceeded to the 
dukedom, by the name of FERDINAND the iſt, and 
reigned thirty years. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your moſt humble ſervant _ 


Z. 


Dee 
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Nuper ſolicitu m que mihi tædium, 
Nunc deſiderium curaque non le vis, 
Inter fuſa ni tentes 


Vites æguora Cycladas, 
Hos, 


X * DO not believe there is ſuch another in- 


E N ventive faculty as mine to be met with. 
X F& It daſhes away like a young hound, over- 
NIX runs the ſcent, and can hardly be brought 
to try back. It mounts like a cannon- ball at its firſt 
pro, ection, and miſſes all the point- blank objects. 
This was always mv caſe, but never in ſo eminent a 
degree as ſince I have applied myſelf cloſely to litera- 
ture. I have now acquired a kind of volatile ſtupidi- 
ty, which cannot ſee any- thing that lies immediately 
in its way, nor will condeſcend to 'ook for it, where 
it is likely to be found. So great a variety of other 

men's 
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men's thoughts poſſeſſes my head, that, be the ſubject 
ever ſo ſimple, twenty authors at lcaſt croud imme- 
diately to give their advice on it, and ſoon make it the 
molt complicated affair in the world. This indeed a- 
muſes the imagination, but never leads me to my 
point, and Jam ſo dazzled with the glare of the many 
crofling lights around ne, that I cannot fee the object 
w hich I look for. 

There is in one of Hogarth's prints the figure of a 
machine for drawing corks, in which all the mechanic 
powers are elaborately combined. ] have heard an at- 
tiſt ſay, that he could ſiniſh one. of thoſe, from the plan, 
for about thirty guineas, and that it would perform 
the operation in ſomewhat leſs than ſeven minutes and 
a half. If I had been ſet to contrive a method for 
opening a bottle, I am convinced this ſcheme would 
have occurred to-me. ſooner than the common cork- 
ſcrew. Such is my wayward turn of mind ; nor ſhall 
I ever be cured of it, until I get my imagination 
bitted by the mathematics, and taught to move with 
leacinels and compoſure. 

Yet I ſuſpect that ſome degree of this unfortunate 
diſpofiticn muſt have always prevailed. What elſe 
could have been the cauſe of the lateneſs of diſcovery, 
and the ſlowneis of improvement cf arts and ſciences ? 
Of this my own profe ſſion is a ſtriking inſtance. Print- 
ing ſhould, one would imagine, have immediately 
fucceeded to letters. It is a contrivance of the great- 
eſt ſimplicity ; frequent occurrer.ces in common life 
might have given the hint; and what is ſtill more ex- 
traorcinary, the art of taking impreſſions, in variaus 
modes, was perfetiy underitood for many ages, while 
this invaluable Deſi leratum lay unobſerved by the eye 
of genius, under ail the merician luſtre of literature, 

I have 
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will be put to- morrow on the ſtocks, and ſhall be 
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I have ſeen a game of cheſs very cunningly loſt, when 
the moving of a ſingle pawn would have won it. 
Many a victory has probably been thrown away by 
ſome ſimilar complication of ſcheme. Phyſic and chir- 
urgery too, T am told, have been frequently infected by 
this paſſion for being unneceſſarily ingenious. There 
ſeems in ſhort to be an ambitious propenſity in the 
mind, which keeps it above attending to the »fimpleſt 
means, tho' they are always the beſt, and pays no re- 
gard co nature merely beauſe ſhe is obvious. 


But I ramble from my purpoſe. In my ſecond pa- 
per, the reader left me in the utmoſt perplexity how 
to contrive, with propriety and taſte, a teſervoir for 
any favours that may be ſent to me. Sitting yeſter- 
day thoughtfully in my ſhop, and biting my nails at 
the diſappointment of all my laboured deſigns, I hap- 
pened to caſt my eye on a wooden print of a ſhip 
bound to Philadelphia, which was paſted on he door- 
caſe. My point was gained at once. I hat which my 
utmoſt efforts failed to accomplith, offered itſelf to me 
in an initant. Where have been my thoughts, cried 
I, ſtraying aſter lion's heads and antiques, when this 
plain and eaſy vehicle of intelligence has been over- 
looked! A ſhip is evidently the thiag ; it is the natu- 
ral machine for importation, and, in a trading city, 
has a peculiar propriety for my purpoſe. To make 
any one but an author ſenſible of my joy, is impoſſible. 
1 ſtarted up, ſhut my ſhop, ordered a good ſupper, 
and ſent directly for a workmaa to conſult with og 
the ſubject. 


The reſult of my deliberations is this. My veſſel 


completely finiſhed, launched, and rigged ſome time 
before 
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before the twentieth of June next, ſo as to come to her 
moorings in the Exchange Coffee-houſe on that day, 
and be ready to take in freight. She is to be called 
the LiTtezanvPacker-Boar, but whetherſhe is to 
be ſnow, brig; or loop; I have not yet abſolutely de- 
termined ; nor indeed is it yery material which, as her 
run will be but ſhort ;. for, blow the weather as it 
may, ſhe ſhall make two trips in every week. Her 
burthen will be but ſmall, as ſhe is not intended for” 
lumber, or any. bulky commodity, but merely for filk,, 
indigo, ſpices, cochineal and ſpecie, where much value 
lies within a narrow compaſs. Her lading is to be put 
into her hold, and ſhall be regularly diſcharged on eve · 
ry Tueſdiy and Friday, by means of a looſe plank in 
her bottom, of which! ſhall keep the key, and under 
the iuſpection of the waiter at the bar, whom I have 
appointed my deputy for that purpoſe. 


As this, however, is a branch of buſineſs entirely 
new among us, it is neceſſary that I ſhould premiſe to 
the public the terms on which it is to be carried on. 
Beit therefore known, that I do, by my own ſole legiſ- 
lative authority, enact, and eftabliſh the following, 
code of revenue laws, which I think will be found to 
be. much more ſimple, and infinitely more indulgent 
to the trader, than any yet known among us. 

It being the grand object of my concern, to give 
life and ſpirit to this infant commerce, I do publiſh 
and declare, that every article of uſeful information, 
or. innocent amuſement, ſhall be freely admitted, with- 
out any tax, duty or impoſt whatfoever, All illuſt ra- 
tions of valuable truth», criticiſinson any of the polite 
arts, and well-natured vbſervations on life and man- 
ners, ate commodities which may be aſſured of a kind 
reception. The manufaQures of France, Sp in, or 
Italy, 
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Italy, ſhill alſo come under this general encourage- 
meat,,proviled they are made up in Engliſh package 
Nor ſhall poetry, if it be in any fort me chantable, 
fail to meet with that. indulgence which is due to the 
ancient, tho' neglected produce of this iſland, 


Oa the other hand, I am under a neceſſity of abſolute- 
ly prohibiting every article, that may tend to bring diſ- 
credit on a fair and honeſt trade. Under this I par- 
ticularly mean all politicks whatſoever, both foreign 
and domettic z all controverſial points of religion; 
all ſcandal, ill-natute and indelicacy ; and above all, 
that vileſt of commediucs, perſonal reflection, or al- 
luſion, however diitant or diſzuited, which, coming 


from that worſt of peiliſential places, a malevolent 


and cankered mind, is pregnant with infection the 
moſt fatal to ſocieiy. All and every of theſe I do 
hereby deciaie to be contraband, and confiſcate, and 
condemn them to be burned by the ſeizing officer. 


The public need not, however, be apprehenſive of 
any rigour or ſeverity in the execution of theſe laws, 
Commodities, intrinſically good, ſhall be admitted to 
entry, tho' they may happen to be inelegant'y made 
up; and | will undertake that my deputy ſhall be ac- 
tive in his duty, tho' 1 have ordered him to take no 
fees. There is indeed one powerful reaſon for de- 
pending en my indulgent treatment; which is, that, 
contrary to all other revenue caſes, it is noi my inte- 
reft either to ſeiz2, or to condemn. My own dignity 


and the riches of my literary dominion, depend on 


the induſtry of the ingenious, and a lively importation 
of their reſpective manufactures. 

The alacrity which 1 have already met with, 
ſhews me that the ſpirit of trafick abounds among 
us, and that it wanted nothing but a market to en- 
courage 
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N 
| courage it. Of all Speculations, mine are the ſafeſt Y 
| to engage in; and I therefore expect that perſons of 9 

ſ 


| | all profeſſions will find leiſure to deal in ſome little 
7 ventures. I ſhould be particularly happy in receiv= x 
Vi F ing any manut'aQtures from the hands of the n 
vo ladies. The peculiar fancy ef deſign, the fineneſs t] 
17 of the texture, and elegance of finiſhing, will throw h 
+4 the greateſt credit on my ſcheme. I ſhall alſo hope rr 
1 g that the gentlemen of that ſacred order, for which t] 
Fj I have the fincerett reſpect, will condeſcend to aflift if 

| one, Who, in a ſubordinate degree, is engaged in the 
| | lame Cauſe with theinſelves, and whoſe greateſt am- 6 
: F bition is to Contribute to the increaſe of man's genu- _ 
i ine riches, to wit, Honour, VixTuE and RE“ > 
if 5 LIGION, a 
: I thall add no more on this head than to obſerve, d: 
| thar, as the outlet of my veſſel will be very expenſive, es 
; 1 ſhall hope that my friends will exert themſelves, WM 
'| and enable me, by their kind afſiduity, to carry my al 
| new defign into execution. N. T1K 
No. 9. Monday, April 22, 1770. : : 
De It f In 
| Truncus iners jacui, ſpecies et inutile ſignum, lis 
Nec ſatis eæactum eſt, corpus an umbra forem. no 

| | Ovid. 

| | | : y 100 
| 2 SZ HERE are in life ſeveral caſes of real diſ- fol! 
| 1 1 M trels, ſo complicated with ridiculous ſer 
px Ys circumſtances, that they will force a me 
XK ſuile from the beſt natured perſon in the 110 
world. I think I don't want humanity myſelf, and bef 


yet 
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yet I have ſeen a particular friend come tumbling 
down a whole flight of ſtairs with fo peculiar an air, 
ſuch a kind of Fe ne ſcai quoi, that my laughter was ir- 
reſiſtable, tho the event might have been a broken 
neck. I remember the picture of an old gouty gen- 
tleman taking a flying leap out of the window of 
his litter (occaſioned by the ſtumbling of the fore- 
moſt mule) with all the expedition of Su L going 
thro' a hogſhead, which never failed of producing 
laughter, 


This predominance of the ridiculous over the bene- 
volent, may ſeem, at firſt view, not very favourable 
to human nature: yet Jam inclined to believe, that 
it is no other than an habitual remnant of childhood 3 
a ſtage of life in which the riſible ſide of every inci- 


„ dent turns uppermoſt, and the want of reflection and 
> experience precludes a due eſtimation of the pain 
„ KB whichis felt by the ſufferer. Our inattention to this 
y article increaſes in proportion to the novelty and va- 
. riety with which the occurrence is attended. The 
, imagination, being highly amuſed, will not permit 
2 7 

our ſocial feelings to interfere, and make the caſe (as 


they are always inclined to do) our own, We can 
laugh heartily at Harlequin's being tickled to death. 
In ſhort, we ſee things, on ſuch occaſions, but in one 
light, and all the contorſions of real anguiſh produce 
no other effect, than that of genuine humour. 


1 was led into theſe reflections by reading che Mine- 


5 ek number of the SpeCtator (referred to in the 
+ following letter) in which there is the higheſt de- 


8 ſcription of ridiculous diftreſs I ever met with; | 
2 mean the unfortunate adventure of Monficur Po x- 
y TIGNAN, which I would adviſe my readers to peruſe, 
; before they read the letter which I here preſent them 


with, 
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with. It is difficult to determine which to prefer, 
PonTicNnaw's night or RopriGo's.s The young 
fellows. will probably be divided, The robuſt 
will think the former a very hell, For my part, 
who am five and forty, I would not be in either of 
their fituations to gain the whole ſex: but, if I were 
under the neceflity of doing penance, it ſhould rather 
be between my two fair tormentors, than ſhrinking 
on a bed- poſt from the touch of a jealous Don. 


To Mr. FL rx. 
OI Ry -_ 

You may remember in the ninetee number of 
the Spectator, the account given of the torments M. 
PoNTIGNAN uncerwent for a whole night by the 
contrivance of two malicious girls, in revenge for 
his having mace love to them both at the ſame time. 


I met not long ago, among ſome Spaniſh manu- 
ſcripts which accidentally fell into my hands, a ſtory 
of the ſufferings of a gentleman for one night only, 
and that on a love affair, which exceeded thoſe all to 
withing. I wiſh I may be able to do juſtice to the 

original ; but, poor as the tranſlation may be, I am 
| ſure it will afford ſome entertainment to your readers, 
and may ſerve, when you have not leiſure to com- 
poſe a Speculation, to fill up the front of your paper. 


Don Lours, a gentleman of many accompliſh- 
ments, but ſlender fortune, had a long time paid his 
addreſſes to a lady of great wit and beauty, and was 
ſhortly to have been joined to her in marriage; had 
not her patents, from mercenary views and the alluie- 
ment of a title, married her to an old nobleman, who 
had a magnificent feat on the banks of the river not 
far from Valladolid. Some conſiderable time after, 
ſhe wrote a leur to her former lover, ſigniſying how 


5 much 


— 


much againſt her inclination her marriage with the 


Count was, and that ſhe was his, and would be fo 
to the end of her life. She likewiſe informed him, 
that her huſband had ſet out that morning on a long 
journey, and defired he would come at night to a 
certain place near her houſe, accompanied by his 
ſriend Don Rob RI only. Don Luys was out of 
his wits, and believed the whole to be a dream, but 


recovering from his tranſports a little, and knowing 


the handwriting, he repaired to me, and we bothylet 
out for the appointed place, 


We had not been long there, when about 11 
o'clock an old woman came up, and defired us to fol- 
low her. The night was dark, and ſhe conveyed 
us with great privacy into a chamber of the palace, 
where the Counteſs prefently made her appearance, 
and received us with great demonſtrations of joy. 
After having made a few ſhort compliments upon the 
pleaſure ſhe had in ſeeing us, ſhe addrefſed me in the 
following manner; „Don Rovx160, the time we 
have to enjoy this opportunity, you will preſently ſee, 


can be but ſhort, You know with what ties of 


friendſhip you are bound to Don Lu vs, and if they 
were to ceaſe, I would expect that on my account you 
would grant me one requeſt,” 


*« Know then, the Count my huſband, in conſequence 
of being taken ill on the road, is returned, without 
having finiſhed his journey, and finding himſelf quite 
jaded, is gone to bed, where I have left him faſt a- 
ſlcep. But, becauſe it may fo happen that he ſhould 
awake, and ſtretching out a leg or an arm towards my 
part of the bed, and aot fiading me there, I ſhould 


run the greateſt danger of being detected, all I deſire is, 


that while Don Luys and J are entertaining one ano- 
E 2 ther 


No. 9. Ox, FLyn's SrECULATIONS.. 51 


XX we OS Fin ee af OF IS, eG _ - 
a — - » - = . 


"= 


—— a 
- * * 


52 Tur Mop Eu Monirro ; No. 9 


ther with a little chat (which cannot be above a quar- 
ter of an hour) you will go to bed in my place, and 
can aſſure y ou that you will run no fort of hazard; 
for, befides that the Count is old, he hardly ever a- 
wakes inthe night, unleſs (fora wonder) he turns once, 
and then falls to ſleep immediarely again.“ 


Heavens ! what a reaſonable requeſt was thls of 
the Counteſs, to put myſelt into ſuch imminent danger ! 
However, as I conſidered that my refuſal would carry all 
the marks of puſillanimity with it, and be inconſiſtent 
with the obligations of friendſhip that ſubſiſted be- 
tween Don Luys and me; I told her ſhe might diſ- 
pole of me as the pleaſed, but begged the would not 
keep me long in that dangerous fituation, as I engaged 
in it meerly for their ſakes. They both promiſed me, 
and even ſwore, that they would not keep me there 
lor more than half an hour at the fartheſt. 


The Counteſs then put a night-dreſs of her own on 
me, and led me to her bed- chamber, where the made 
me go to bed, and then retired. There was not the 
leaſt glimmering of light; all was dark as hell, and 
every thing in profound filence. I fixed myſcif cloſe 
cn the bed-poſt, where I remained without ſo much 
as ftirring a finger: not a quarter, nor a half, but 
more than five long hours, in fhort "till it was juſt day. 
Let any one conſider himſelf in my ſituation for ſo long 
a time. What care that I ſhould net be known! 
What dread left I ſhould be diſcovered ; the conſe- 
quence of which would have been inſtant death: for 
though I might have been able to cope with the old 
Count, how could I, naked and unarmed, eſcape from 
his numerous domeſticks! 


But theſe were not the only ſufferings I endured, for 
Don Luvs and the Counteſs laughed and talked all this 
time 
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time ſo loud that I could plainly hear them as I lay; 
which gave me continual apprebenfions leſt the Count 
ſhould hear them too, and, in the fituation I was 
in, I durſt not call to them to ſpeak ſoftly. My an- 
ger at their indifcretion was fo gieat, that I bit my fia- 
gers ends for very ſpight. 


At length, finding the day coming on apace, they 
came hand in hand into the room with a light, friſking 
and ſkipping, and making a great noiſe with their feet 
as well as their tongues. I now began to imagine that 
they were become intoxicated and mad with pleaſure, 

ſo that | grew concerned for their misfortunes as well 
| Fas my own, as the infamy and puniſhment muſt light 
equally upon us all In this ſituation I had a thouſa 1d 
. imaginations in my head, none of which could ſtand me 
in the leaſt ſtead. In the midſt of this conflict they 
came cloſe to the bed, and the Counteſs drew back 


: the curtain, fo that we could plainly fee one another. 
_ I was now quite beſide myſelf, and would have 
4 fled, had I known whither : but I was quickly reliev- 
ſe ed from my apprehenſions, for the Countgls lifting up 
ch the bed- clothes, ſhewed me that I had not the old 
at Count by my file, but a young damſel, a ſiſter of her's, 
y. as lovely as Venus herſelf. My ſhame and confuſion 
ng were ſo great at the trick that was put upon me, that 
n ! was not able to ſpeak a word, not knew whit todo, 
ſe- but bounce up in my ſmock, and run to look for my 
for clothes.” 


E 3 X. 
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In nova fert Animus mutatas dicere formas 


Corpora Ov 1D. 


RX ENI always gives me an extreme degree 
I * of concern, when Jam under a neceflity . 

N of touching on an ſubject which is not 
NN perfectly 3 to my fair readers, 
and eſpecially to the younger part of them. Nothing 
hurts me fo ſenſibly as any contrariety between their 
practice and my own opinion; and I begin to 
diſtruſt my judgment, my taſte, nay my very ſenſes, 
when I perceive any thing in their conduct that car- 
tics the leaſt appearance of impropriety. Yet, as 
have no other medium to fee through but my facul- 
ties, ſuch as they are, I ſhould be unpardonable if I 
omitted to point out any thing which may ſeem to me 
in urious to their welfare; and it would be but a bad 
proof of my regard, were | to neglect their intereſts, 
from an apprehenſion of their diſpleaſure, Fully 
convinced, however, of my inſufficiency, I ſhall al- 


ways aſſert with dift:dence, and argue only to be con- 
futed. 


I thought this apology neceſſary to introduce the 
following genuine letter which I have received from 
a gentleman of worth and fortune in the county of 
Meath, with whom I had formerly the honour of be- 
ing well acquainted. 


Dear FL yn, Dos Lin, April 7, 170. 
J thank you for the papers you have ſent me, 


which I approve of extremely, and congratulate you 
on 
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on the general approbation and encouragement which 
vour plan has met with from the public. 


I have been in this diſagreeable town near two 
months. The atfair that brought me hither has ſome- 
thing whimfical in the event, which perhaps may 
furniſh you with a hint for a ſpeculation, My eldeſt 
Son Fack being two and twenty, it b*came the firſt 
defice of my heart to fee him well married, and I em- 
ployed a friend here to look out accordingly. He foon 
mentioned to me a ſeheme which promiſed to anſwer 
all our wiſhes; a very good family, a decent fortune, 
and the girl not only happy in her character, but a 
great beauty beſides, and a celebrated toaſt. This 
laſt piece of information gare much more pleaſure 
to Jack than to me, and made bi very impatient 
to ſet out. The evening after our airval, 
we went with my friend to be introduced. The 
father has been dead theſe three years. We 


were received with great politeneſs by the mother, 


who is a very fine woman of about fix and thirty. A 
groupe of five younger females were fitting at the 
other end of the room, hard at work with their ſhut- 
tles, and peeping at each other through their mon- 
ſtrons caps, I obſerved, they were all ſhockingly 
round ſhouldered ; as bad as the witches in Macbeth ; 
but one in particular was quite humped. She was 
doubled together like a millipede or woodlouſe, when 
jt is touched. Her head came almoſt to her knees 
tie ſhoulder-points met before; boſom there was 
none; but the ſwelling roundneſs, which nature meant 
to place there, was transferred, with intereit, to her 
back. This, it ſeems, was the toall, and this grace- 
ful attitude, the very height of the faſhion. I 


found 
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found afterwards that two yea1s ago ſhe was a tall, 


ſtrait well made girl; but, by. dint of application, 


had arrived at this ſtate ol perfection, for which the 
was the eavy of all her acquaintance. Ah! thought 
1, at the firit glance, Madan Deformity, you ſhall 


never breed for my family, The refult, in ſhort, 


was this. Tack, who liked her very well ia every o- 
ther inſtance, became free enough in a few days, to 
railly her on the ſubject, and mentioned her mother 
as an example. This gave her great offence, and 
produced many farcaſins on his 1gnorance of fa- 
ſhion, eaſe, and the line of beaut 7). But Jack, who 
thought the natural perpeadicu ar had more beauty, 
in this caſe, than the artificial curve, ventured to 
ſupport his opinion; until, by conftantly dwelling - 
on the contrait, he fell fairly in love with the mo- 
ther. Her face is nothing the worſe for the wear; 
and her neck and boſom are extremeiy fine. She is a 
gocd deal in the old faſhioned ſtile, as the girls call 
it; that is, her perſon is gracefully erect, her addreſs 
unaffected, and her mind informed. He aſked my 
couſent, which I heartily gave him, for ſhe is young 
enough to bring me a grandſon. After ſome ſolicita- 
tions the acceded, and they are to be married to- 
morrow. Miſs is to be her mamma's bride-maid, and 
we ſhall take her, very much in the dumps, to*the 
country, to try if good air and exerciſe, joined to 
a total removal from faſhion, can help to 1 
her to her natu:al form. 


I am, &c. 


I am much indebted to my friend for this anecdote, 
which perhaps may operate more powerfully than any 
thing that could be ſaid on the ſubject. It is indeed 
very difficult to offer any argument with ſucceſs, 

when 
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when reaſon 18 fo polite as to ſubmit itſelf implicitly 
to faſhion, and the very paſſions are to ſtrangely miſ- 
placed, that diſtortion is become the object of vani- 
ty. A few more incidents of this kind may alarm our 
young Ladies. Jealouſy may effect the cure, where 
all other means are inſufficient, and they may be ani- 
mated to regain their form by an apprehenſion of be- 
ing diſgracefully rivalled by their mothers; 

I have read that the Bramins of India, in the ſeverity 
of their devotion, load their necks with heavy clogs of 
timber, which keep them conſtantly bent almoſt to the 
ground, Others of them remain, for a length of time, 
with their necks tied to their heels, until the whole bo- 
dy is confirmed in that ſhape, and the man is metamor- 
phoſed into a monſter. Fad our Ladies the ſame mo- 
tive, their merit would really be little leſs. For, as 
nature plainly did not intend them for grazing, the 
muſcles of the neck cannot, I ſhould think, be pre- 
vailed on to comply with this diſtention, without con- 
ſiderable uneaſineſs. The lungs too, from the con- 
traction of the cheſt, muſt be diſtreſſed for want of 
room, and the organs of digeſtion lye under a painful 
preſſure But all this is borne, becauſe it is the mode; 
in comp'aiſance to which, the human form, Godlike 
ered, is exchanged for the ptoneneſs of inſerior ant- 
mals, and a fine woman is literally turned into one of 
the ANTHROPOPHAGI mentioned by OT HELL0)y 


evhoſe heads do grow beneath their ſhoulders. 


The inhabitants near the Alps, are, from the uſe of 
ſnow- water, univerſally affected with great ichirrous 
tumours in the neck, which are called geters. Theſe 
grow to a monſtrous ſize, and yet the poor people, 
with a rational kind of policy, endeavour to draw com- 
fort from unavoidable evil, and eſteem them as very 


great 
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great ornaments. Tam convincedit is from hence that 
our ladies have borrowed the thought. Their induſ- 


trious diſlocation of the neck has anſwered all the 


purpoſes of ſnow-water, and produced thoſe brawny 
excreſcences which, in 4% Relievo, decorate the 
ſhoulders of every faſhonable fair one that we meet. 


Yet I fear our ideas of beauty are too obſtinately 
fixed, to be eaſily reconciled to theſe acquired goters, 
be the practice ever ſo univerſal, and that it will be 
d fficult to bring us to perceive that graceful eaſe re- 
ſulting from this attitude, which the acuter view of 
the ladies can diſcern. On the contrary, it appears to 
us to be the moſt laboured and conſtrained poſition 
that can well be imagined. A gentleman of my ac- 
quzintance, whoſe fimiles are ſtrong but coarſe, ſays, 
that a lady of faſhionable carriage, gives him the very 
ſame idea of eaſe, with a man in the pillory, a truſſed 
fowl, or a ſkewered rabbet. The truth is, we have 
not been accuſtomed to ſee the words eaſy and natural 
diſunited. All the imitative arts, and every ſpecies of 
compoſition, ſeem to regard them as inſeparable. 
From this theory, (be it true or falſe) we are induced 
to fancy, that the neck, when left in the erect {tate of 
na ture, is more at liberty, and capable of more grace, 
than when ſtiffened into a ſtate of protruſion ; and that 
the face has a greater power and variety of expreflion 
when the head is permitted to play freely on it's natu- 
ral pivot, than when it is forced forward, and rivetted 
down on the breaſt. Our feelings confeſs a line of 


beauty (and a bewitching one!) ina fine flowing neck 


and ſwelling boſom but Hogarth himfeit could not 
ſhew it to us in a hump 3 nor can we be perſuaded 
but that (to adopt a thought of CowLEy's) a wo- 


man's perſon will do infinitely more execution in the 


ſhape of Cupid's arrow than his bow. My 
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My fair readers ſhould conſider, that, tho' ſome 
little affectations may be inoffenſive, nay perhaps, in 
ſome few hands, may even pleaſe, yet where they 
tend, as in this caſe to fix a real imperfection, they 
become dangerous. Faſhions are fluctuating; and 
if flat ſhoulders ſhould again come into vogue, ſome 
of them way be fairly W al The celeſtial Goddeſs 
may, in her monthly progreſs, repair her gibbous 


form, but our mortal ones wi:l infallibly carry theirs 
to the grave. | 


The intelle& in ruins. is a painful ſight, and next 
to it is the human form debaſed. The blemiſhes of 
nature, and the effects of accident, demand our 
pity ; the conſequences of inattention may be viewed 
with indulgence ; but a ſtudied depravation of ſhape, 
ariſing from affectation, will generally, I fear, excue 
leſs favourable ſentiments. The effect cannot fail to 
diſguſt, nor the cauſe to be deſpiſed. 


Fl. 
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Tentanda dia eft qua me quoque Paix 


Tollere humo — Vixc. 


To Mr. Frvx, 
SIR, | 

KLE AM by profeſſion a critic, and have had 
BY | NS the bonourof an intimacy with the great- 
Va eſt wits of both ſexes in the kingdom. 
KERR On coming to this city, I was a good deal 
ſurpriſed at the neglcR with which ſome of our great 

modern 
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modern writers have deen treated, and the little taſte 
which generally prevails here for thoſe peculiar beau- 


ties of ftile and ſentiment, for which thoſe extraor- 


dinary geniuſes are in other places ſo much celebrated. 


] thereiore hope my time will not be miſemployed, if 


I lay myſelf out to improve the public, through the 
Channel of your paper, by pointing out the ſpecific 
excellences of our molt eminent authors, and ſhew ing 


Clearly their ſuperiority to thoſe antients, for whom, 


from the prejudice of education, too many ſtill retat 1 
a blind implicu affection and reſpect. For let your 
pedants fay what they will, is Thucydides to be com- 
paied to Dr. Smo/let, Euripides to Mr. Home, or Mr. 
Murphy; Homer to Macpherſon ; or Plato to the di- 
vine author of the Rambler ? ; 


As a ſpecimen of my abilities, I ſhall firſt indvige 
my fair readers with a letter in the Richardſonian, 
or, novel file : the principal requiſites in which are, 
an caſ) fl, ing Chit chat, ſuch as people of faſhion 
talk, with now and then a ſtroke of the pathetic or 
ſentimental, and an utter neglect of ſtops, the idle 
ditinions of which it would be unpolite to trouble 
them with, but in their place, daſhes, which alone 
ſerve for them all, 


Miſs HA RRIE T SeELwyn to Lucy MiſsTnours ov. 
Selwyn-bouſe. BW. edne/day. 
Half an hour after Ten. 


« My Dear GiRL, 

* I am juſt preparing for the feaſt and ball Sir 
Harry is is to give to day to the whole countty—1 
am dieſſed in the flowered luteſtiing you lay be- 
comes me fo well It really is a genteel thing 


Molly has tiffed me out to great advantage I like 
* French night-caps pradigiouſly - Den't you They 
{-t 
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© ſet off a long lank yellow viſage wonderfully — 
* My mamma and I go in the chaiſe and Mr. O'Fla- 
herty eſcorts us Rap Rap Rap Here he comes, 


* S 8 $ 
© No—he is not come — Twas a falſe alarm Don't 
© take it into your head now that I am in love with 


the man To be ſure I feel ſomething of a fluttera- 


tion about me when he ſqueezes my hand 


5 W © © 
Quarter paſt E ever 
© He is come indeed And with him Miſs Manly rid- 
ing fingle—ſhe pretends towit but tis only pertneſs— 
© Lord how ſhelooks in her blue clethi habit—The 
light of it is enough to ſtiffle one this hot weather. 
© There's Miſs Taunton—conceited thing - She 
thinks ſhe's handſome — In her old fafhioned brown 
* filk and green flounces— What a fright— 
© I tell you who's to be there—Lady Betty and 
* the two Miſs Grevilles and Miſs Meredith and 
Mrs. Reeves and Miſs Pomfret and Miſs Jervis 
and my coutin Dixon and Mr. Bramber and Mr, 
Watſon How I run on—Ought'nt 1 ro be 
aſhamed of myſelf—-$So you ought—And lo I am 
* my dear—My grandmamima calls me — 


© © © .® 


Ten o'clock at nipht. 
What a fright I am in—O my dear dear gul—1 
ſaall never forget it—O men! men! what ſad crea- 
* tures you are— 

Sir Harry's a very ſenſible man — He made me 
ſeveral compliments at dinner and I coud'nt you. 
* know avoid paying all my attention to. him—T his 
made Mr, O Flaherty quite jealous and he was ſo 

| F * much 


** 


* 


** 


LY 


- 


* 
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much out of temper that he ſnuffed and ſnubbed 
* every body and was particularly ſnappith to Mr. 
* Mc. Gregor an excifeman that fat oppoſite to hin 
they began their naſty politics before we leſt the 
* room My mind onf-gave me that they'd quarrel 
and juſt ſo it happened, for we had hardly ſwee— 
* tened our tea when we heard high words and pro- 
digious noiſes in the next room We all went to 
ſee what was the matter whea—horrid fight poor 
Mr. O' Flaherty had on? of his eyes almoſt beat out 
of his head and Mr, Mc. Gregor lay ſtretched on 
the floor juſt for all the world like a corpſe 
* Pity me my dear creature—I fainted away—and 
don't know how I get home — 

The next ſpecies of writing is the Macpherſonic, 
and is the in ſt diff ult of all, Yet let none detpair, 
for I am polſeſſ. of certain rules, which will enable 
any perſon, wich ut the leaſt genius, to write a whole 
epic poem in the ſpace of a week beſides fragments; 
while ſipping a diſh of coffee. Here I can't help 
confuting a vulgar error, that poetry ſhould be in- 
telligible. Ir thou!d be quite the contrafy, for no- 


thing adds ſo much to the terrific and {ub ie as not 


knowing what the poet would be at. But this I HII 
prove beyond contradiction in a New Art of Poetry 
which I inten} to publiſh, and to which I mutt re cr 
you for the receipt of making night-ſcencs, moon- light 
ſcenes, love ſcenes, ghoſt- ſcenes, death- ſcenes, conti 
pound epithets, ſiniles and battles. And in the mean 
time I ſhall take part of the above ſtory and tuin it 
into a fragment of Gallic Poetry, calling Mc. Gregor 
by his own name, and changing O'Fialierty into Der- 
Inot, 


26 G6 MES T. 


The gates of the Eat are barred on the ſun's 
eagle 


- bn 


c 


* and the moon, like a rich cheeſe, faint glimmers 
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eigle eye. Slow riſes the gray-boſomed mitt from 
the wood-ſkirted vale of Glaunaglogh Wide o'er 
the ſtream is poured the vaponr dark and ſtinking, 


through its folds. * 

* Why wakes Gregor ? red- haired Gregor ſon of 
Fergus ? As the fat haggis, when boiling in an ear- 
then pot, rolls here and there, inquiet rolls, and 
daſhes all about the greaſy wave, fo the ſon of Fer- 
gus, by wooly blanket covered, toſſed and tumbled, 
and thro? his red locks the breezes of the night whi- 


© ſtied. 


. 


0 


* Through the duſky night Fergus the warrior 
ſtands before him, the Highland chief with all his 
ghaſtly wounds. Awake O'Gregor. A ghoſt I 


* come, like the ſhrill bagpipe's voice to warn thee of 


4 


c 


c 


thy danger, Bewaze of morrow's feaſt, Beware 
of blue eyed Dermot, fon of Conar. He ſpoke 
and paſſed away from Gregor's opening eyes. 


As th' elaſtic air, in coſtive bowels pent, rough- 
roaring rumbles, ſo moaned and groaned the chief. 

In clouds aroſe the eaſtern light, and {@ did Gre- 
gor. Fixed on his ſtaff he penſive leans, deep-mu= 
ſing on the heath, and rolls his fide-long-looking 
eyes aſkant. Shall air-formed ghoſts appall the 


* ſon of Fergus? No! away thou thade ! All further 


* 


thoughts away ! To th' hall Fll go, tho' Conar's 
fon with all his hoſt be there. 


* So ſpoke the ſon of Fergus, and valour in his 
breaſt glou ed like a burning coal. Stately he 
ſtepped along the heath, and white breaſted hair- 
footed Bran, the prince of curs, howled as he went. 
© "The fealt is ſpread, aud joy brightens the faces of 
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* the gueſt, The bounding doe her ruby haunch 
* affoids, and ſteams of roaſted veal, with ſweeteſt 
* ſtuffing filled, perfume the air. The rocky Kil- 
* finnan ſupplied her juicy mutton, nor was there 
« wanting there the brown and criſped piggy riggy» 
* The ſounds of harp and bagpipe filled the air, and 
* th' echoing hall reſounded, 
I he manuſcript is torn in this place, . 
* His red right hand armed with an empty vaſe, 
* like flaming meteor, the valiant Dermot now up- 
© lifted, which deſcending with redoubled force, 
* knocked down the fon of Fergus. 
As the tall oak, which, high on the moſs-tufted 
top of Kil/ferora, has long withitood the bluſtering 
force of adverſe winds,when under mined by ruſliing 
cataracts, falls, it falls with horrid crath, and all the 
vale reſounds, lo fell the valiant GREGOR, and the 
* bawbees rattied in his pocket.“ 


| 
I ſhall take my leave for the preſent, and, if I find | 
that my ſcheme of criucifm 's well received, you thall 

ſoon hear again from me on the ſubject. 
| Jam, Sir, yours, 5 
[ M. ro : 
| cocoon eee | 
| No. 12. Thurſday May 3, 1770. p 
＋ — — — 
Fas eft et ab Heofte diceri. te 
0 Ovio. de 
þ Ml following letter being on a ſub- * 
4 By! T Nx je& rather too delicate for me to de- he 
1 cide on, I ſhall ſubmit it, without — 


— 4 > . 
N K any ſentiments of my own, to the conk- 
de ration of my rzaders. 


To 
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To Mr. FLyvx. 
SIR, 

The intereſts of ſociety have been conſiderably 
injured by the injudicious conduct of ſome of our 
moral writers. They have laid down many general 
potitions of right and wrong, without any accurate 
diftinion of their boundaries, and given authoriia- 
tive precepts for human conduct, wi. hout ſuthcient- 
ly attending to human nature. In attempting to te- 
move the diſeaſe, they have tampered too much with 
the conſtitution, and inftead of trying the lenient 
aris of cure, they have frequently made ſhort work, 
and direQly preſcribed amputation. 

In one important inſtance, this error has par- 
ticularly appeared. The fair part of the creation are 
formed with a propenfiiy to dreſs, and elegance, to 
gaiety, tenderneſs and love. This diſpoſition is their 
proper characteriſtic, and is given them for the beſt 
purpoſes. It is the ſource of all tl.eir influence on 
earth, and of the hi gheſt joys which man can poſſi- 
bly tafte on this ſide of the grave. The little exceſſes 
of it are undoubtedly foibles, but the want of it is a 
capital imperfection. Yet, either from ſpleen, apathy, 
or affectation, theſe grave cenſors have laboured to 
de{troy it in the groſs, and have employed for that pur- 
poſe all the ſoleminity of learning, and the ſinartneſs of 
ridicule. Every inſtance of attention to perſonal at- 
trations, and the minute, but powerful, artic'es of 
decoration, is condemned as unpardonable vanity 
and folly, The tender inſinuations, and exquiſite 
blandiſhments of love, are, according to them, no 
better than indelicacy or immodeſty. Nature, in ſhort, 
is hewn to be entirely wrong, and her fineſt endow- 

ments 


E3 
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ments are ſet at variance with virtue and good 


ſenſe. 


Theſe documents have, I ſear, been particulatly 
iaj urious to the married ſtate, Women have been 
led by them into falſe ideas of themſelves, as 
well as of the other ſex, and have been diſcouraged 
from the uſe of thoſe engaging qualities which ſecure 
the willing captive in his chains, and from exert- 
ing thoſe little :enderneſſes with out which no real 
happineſs can be found. It is much eaſier to deſ- 
pie than to practice, ſo that leſſons like theſe 
have flattered at once their indolence and their 
ambition, Deſirous of being thought above the 
common character of the ſex, ſuperior to trifles, levity 
and weakneſs, and refined into ſentimental purity, 
they have been too cafily argued into a contempt of 


thoſe powerful attractions, which have ſtill the moſt 


difficult and eſſential part of their talk to per- 
form. 


Yet the facts of which they moſt complain, 
ſhould, one would imagine, ſhew them their mil- 
take; | mean the many inſtances of ſuperior, nay» 
unbounded, dominion poſſeſſed by thoſe females who 
aſſociate with our ſex without the ſanction of flaw. 
But, from a partiality too natural, tho they fee and 
feel the effects, they cannot divine the cauſe, Con- 
vinced that they are right themſelves, they look for 
it in the depravity of man's diſpoſition, and think he 


is managed by arts which lie out of the province of 


madeſty; that he ſees peculiar charms in vice, and 


| is governed not ſo much by the woman as the 
_ wanton, - 


Could they but perſonally obſerve the conduct 
of 


f 
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of theſe their formidable rivals, they would ſcon 
be undeceived, Were they to look behind the cur- 
tain, they would ſez every thing effected by the moſt 
natutal means, without the aid of any magic, but 
that which the ſex in general poſſeſſe. They would 
be aſtoniſhed 10 find that all theſe mighty powers lye 
eaſily within their own reach, and that the whole fe- 
cret conſiſts in the proper uſe of thofe qualities, which 
they had thrown afide as uſeleſs, or condemned as un- 
proper. The nature of man would be fairly laid open 


to their view, and they would learn to touch the 


ſprings by which he is actuated. Their knowledge 
would be founded on experiment, and could, with a 


ſlight variation, be adapted to the amiable purpoſes of 
virtue. 


Scene; of this kind would ſhew them woman in 
her natural ſtate of ſuperiority ; and an amazing one 
it is ! Without ſtrength, property, or dominion, they 
are all laid at her feet. Weak, tender, and timid, 
ſhe moves fleets and armies with a nod. Independent 
of all human laws, ſhe rules the makers of thoſe laws. 
Her influence is all ſeif-centered, and the has only to 
call it juaiciouſly into action. She ſtands the moſt 
eminent inſtance in nature, of a genile force letting a 
mighty body into motion. She is a combination of 
mechanic powers beyond any of AR CHIMEDES, and 
can move the world by a hair, withcut ſtirring out af 
her bed- chamber 


This is the general prerogative of the ſex, and on- 
ly more contpicuous in one part of it, becauſe neceſ- 
ſity forces into action thoſe qualities by which it 18 
ſupported. Every woman is formed for dominion, 


and to ſubmit to it is the pride and happineſs of man. 
Not 


L 
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Not the ungeacrous dominion of the threw, but that 
gentle, yet unlimited, influence over the affections a- 
ring from their numbetleſs, * nameleſs, bewitching 
powers. Theſe are by no means peculiar to vice; 
the ſeems rather to have ſtolen them from virtue, 
when in a ft of remiſneſs; fr, to give poignancy to 
her joys, ſhe is obliged to hide her own feature+, and 
aſſume the ait, the language, and the inviting reluc- 
tancy of her rival, Man loves not vice; he only ſeeks 
tor happineſs ; and, from an honett inſt inctive grati- 
tude in his nature, repays it, wherever found, with 
affect ion, tenderneſs, almoſt with adoration. Would 
virtue but diſplay the banner of pleatere, the hole 
male world would go over to her party. 


But as cuſtom denies the ladies this ſcene of obſer- 
vation, the, muſt reſort to their own imaginations. 
We feel, but we cannot deſcribe, the powers by which 
they ſubdue, captivate, and command, They are too 
ſubtile to be clothed in words, and paſs directly to he 
heart, too rapid evea for peruſal, They operate in- 
deed like ſpells or charms, and raiſe the moſt unac- 
countable, as well as moſt delightful ſympathy that 
the human frame can feel. 

The prettieſf all-gor; in the world is that of the 
girdle of Venus. Our excellent moralift, Mr. Stevens, 
in his Eſſay on Heads, exhibits it under the ſingle ap- 
pellation of Good hunvur. This is undoubtedly the 
ground 3 but he has omitted the embroide: y, which 
is thus beautifully attempted by Homer, or rather 
by Mr. Por; tho' I could with he had not omitted 
the wolli haci of Tas50, for they ſeem to be efſenti- 
ally neceſſary, 


In this was every art, and every.charm, 
To win ive wijef, and the col le awarm ; 


Fond 
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Fond lowe, the gentle vow, the gay defire, 

| The kind deceit, the ſtill reviving fire; 
Perſuaſive ſpeech, and more perſuaſive ſighs, 
Silence that ſpoke, and eloquence of eyes. 


I would recommend the whole paſſage, as both a- 


muſing and inſtructive, to the perufal of my fair mar- 
ried readers. Propoling only, that, inſtead of occa- 


ſionally borrowing this bewitching ornament from Ve- 
nus, they ſhould wrelt it from her as their property, 
and wear it by night as well as by day. 


I. never knew a lady without a competency of 
pride or ambition. Two noble qualities, if they 
were called in from trifling purſuits, and employed on 


the valuable purpoſes of nature. Pride then would 


bluſh at their being excelled, by the loweſt of the ſex, 
in that art which does honour to woman, and indeed 
to human nature, the art of pleaſing ; and ambition 


would teject every degree of dominion inferior to 


that unbounded one, which the exertion of this art 
mult neceſſarily confer. 


It is fat from my intention to inſiſt on the trite, 


and, I hope, unneceſſary topics of neatneſs and good 


temper, There is but litile merit in not being a ſa- 


vage or aflatiern. Something more than negatives is 


neceſſary to my plan. It is a noble point gained to 
command eſteem; but man is a multifarious animals 
and it is paying him much too high a compliment, to 
treat hiin as a Being conſiſting only of ſpirit, or capa- 
ble of ſubſiſling merely on ſpiritual food. The ſenſes, 
the pathons, the imagination all expect their ſhare. 


Every art of elegance, every power of endearment, 
ſhould therefore be exerted without reſerve, No- 
thing ſhould be deemed trifling that leads to happt- 
nefs, nor ſliould coldneſs or auſterity be indulged, un- 

der 
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der the ſpecious name of delicacy. Marriage would 
then get rid of the dull idea which cuſtom too fre- 
quently annexes to it, and appear in the inviting form 
of an union of the ſexes, under the protection of 
God and an, not only for mutual comfort and ſup- 
port, but alſo for the full and tree enjoyment of eve- 
ry tenderneſs, and indulgence of every rapture, which 
their natures are formed to give and to receive. 


| beg leave to call upon the ladies to do them- 
ſelves due honour, and aſſert their rank in the crea- 
tion. Common compliment really ſtrains but litile, 
when it calls them angels. They are intruſte4 with 
the happineſs of the world, and all the ſtores of plea- 
ſure are in their hands. Man is thrown dependent on 
their bounty, and implores their kindneſs as the great 
palliative of pain, the reward, the over-payment, for 
all the toils, the dangers, and the viciſſitudes of lite. 
W here he has renounced all other ſources of joy but 
one, it were crue], ungenerous, and unjuſt to make 
bim a loſer by his virtue. Amid{t the hurry of arti- 
ficial pleaſures, let not nature be overlooked, nor her 
gentle dictates diſregarded, but let it be the pride and 
happineſs of every married woman to make her 
kuſband a vir ruous VOLUPTUARY., 


Jam, Sir, &c. 
PHILOGYNES. 
; 
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Sanabilibus egroetamus mais (ic Ro. 


To Mr. Fryn. 
1 


N & HOUGH I was never bred to the profeſ- 
BY = Na ſion of phyſic, I have read moſt of the 
* 8 celebrated authors in that ſcience, and, 
** AK Jam forry to fay it, have found nothing 
in them but uncertainty, As to the innumerable me- 
dicines recommended in them, which to the deſtruc— 
tion of the human ſpecies, ate ſtill to be found in the 
op of the apothecary, they are abſolute poiſons; 
and if any perſon could be found who would venture 
io ſtein the tortent of popular prejudice, and banith 
they entirely, together with the pernicious tribe of 
Phyſicians, Surgeons, and Mea-midwives, he would 
coutribute exceedingly to the ſaving the lives of his 
maje'ty's good ſubjects, and deſerve a ſtatue to his 
memory with the glotious title of P TEK PAT RIA. 


This I hope will be effected by my new practice of 
phyſic, which, after many years ſtudy, I have at 
length Jitcovered, and as all my labgurs have been 
calculated for the ſervice of the public, I ſhall be 
reads, upon proper, parliamentary encouragement, to 
dilcloie, In the mean time, as J cannot avoid ac- 
knowledging my obligations to the ancients, I ſhall 
mention ſowe temedies utcd by them, together with 
the extravidinary cures mentioned in molt of the wrt- 
tes 
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ters of antiquity, which will give a ſufficient notion 
of my method to every perſon of ſenſe. 


PLixy tells of one PALERE Vs, who had an im- 
poſthume in his lungs, and whoſe life was deſpaired 
of. He was cured by getting himſelf run thro' the 
body. There can be no objection to ſo eaſy a reme- 
dy for ſo deſperate a diſorder. 

The ſame author mentions that a friend of bis 
was cured of a deſperate cough by another's ſpitting 
in his face. 


The great Lucullus was cured of an obſtinate 
deafneſs by his wife's breaking his head with a joint- 
ſtool, for ſtaying too long at a tavern, 

It is well known, that Aulus GeLLivs, and 
many others relate, that the pain of the gout was re- 
lieved by playing a certain tune on the tibia duplex, 
the muſic of which :s unfortunately loſt, and Mo x- 
TAIGNE mentions, that a gentleman of his acquain- 
tance always got eale ia the fit, by curſing the No- 
lig na ſauſages, neat's tongues and gammons, that his 
phyſicians told him were the caule of it. 


ATHENZ&vUus mentions, that many perſons were 
Cured of an habitual coſtiveneſs, by getting a good 


_aruvbing, and being put into great bodlly fear. 


Mr. BoyLe mentions the prodigious effect of the 
ſound of a bagpipe, as a diuretic. 1 ſhould recom- 
end it to be tried ia fits of the gravel, 400 ſupprel- 
ſions of urine. 


One of the latter Greek hiſtorians informs us, that 
the emperor PaLz0L0GUS the ſecond was lick, and 
kept his bed for a twelvemonth together, of a diſ- 
eaſe for which his phyſicians could ſcaice find a 


name, and much lefs, medicines to cute; but when 
a. 


— * 
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all deſpaired of his recovery, an o woman told the 
empreſs, that if ſhe made it her buſineſs to vex and 
anger the emperor to ſome purpoſe, and would purſue 
that method continually, it would reſtore him to his 
former health, That ſex (ſays the ſcandalous hiſto- 
rian) being generally provided with ſuch a remedy, 
the empreſs applied it immediately, and to ſuch a de- 
gree, as to ſuffer nothing to be done that he command- 


ed ; but ſo croſſed and vexed him in every thing that 


the continual torment forced him at length into a 
ſweat, by which means the natural heat being ſtirred 
up, and augmented by ill-uſage, it perfectly diſſipated 
and diſcharged the offending humours which occaſi- 
oned his fickneſs, and the emperor perfectly recover- 
ed, ſurvived this diſtemper twenty years, and conti- 
nued in health till he was ſixty. 

1 need fay nothing in recommendation of this me- 
dicine, as it is ſo eaſily applied, and fo readily found ia 


almoſt every houſe, that it may well be called medi- 


cina univerſalis domeſtica. 

But enough of the material part of us. I leave all 
further diſcuſſion of ſuch matters to vulgar phylicians. 
I fly at higher gamet. 

Can'ſt thou not miniſter to a mind diſeas'd, 
Pluck from the memory a rooted ſorrow, 
Raze out the written troubles of the brain, 
And, with ſome ſweet oblivious antidote, 
Cleanſe the ſtuff 'd boſom of the perilous ſtuff 


Which weighs upon the heart? 


I can; for, beſides the no/trums I poſſeſs for the 
cure of bodily diſorders, I have, by intenſe applicati- 
on, diſcoyered many invaluable medicines for the diſ- 
eaſes of the mind. | 

Here again I am conſiderably indebted to the au- 

G Cents 
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cients for ſeveral hints, and particularly for the uſe 
of Hellebore, which I have prepared in a variety of 
ſhapes, to begiven in a variety of forms, according 
to the different ſymptoms and indications of that mad- 
neſs which is the univerſal diſorder of mankind. By 
ſome ſmall alteration in the various proceſſes through 
which it goes, I can apply it as a cathartic, narcotic, 
a/terative, &c. 

In the firft ſhape as an Fwacuant it will infallibly 
cure the malady of diſcontent, a diſorder that com- 


monly ariſes from a Plethora of happineſs, which fo 
oppfreſſes the brain that the nerves become inſenſible to 


every pleaſing impulſe, are continually kept in an un- 
eaſy kind of vibration, and thrown into ſpaſms of 
anxiety by the coiumon and unavoidable accidents of 
life, 

As a Narcotic it is the moſt precious and univerſal 
medicine in nature. Nine tenths of the evils of human 
life muſt yield to the force of its operation. It effec- 
tually removes that painful irritability which is the 
attendant on cultivated minds and extenſive benevo- 
lence, and infallibly produces that delightful ſeren ty 
of ſelfiſhneſs, which could fee the whole creation go 
to ruins without a pitying thought, 


As an alterative er ſweetener there is no medicine 
like it. It purifies the blood and juices from thoſe 
acrid and venomous particles, which produce the dil- 
orders called e vy and malice. It corrects the gall in 
a very particular manner, in ſo much that a lady 
whoſe caſe was very Ceplorable, and who was in a 
bad habit of mind by conftantly ſpeaking ill of her 
acquaintance, was perfectly cured, and her words 
have ever ſence breathed the ſpirit of waiverſa] cha- 
riiy. 


The 


Ky 
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The only exception to the ſucceſs of this almoſt 
univerſal medicine is in one diſorder, and that is Ava- 
rice, which increaſes in the ſame ra!io as the vigour of 
the heart abates, and will not, by any method, be 
drought to yield to it. This is indeed a diſeaſe which 
15 terminated only by death, | 


I have alſo regained the long loſt art of adding 
charms to my medicines, the certain wverba Y voces, 
which operate in a manner known only to adepts, 
and can furnith the ladies with ſome ſecret, but cer- 
tain methods of producing and preſerving love in the 
other ſex, which at the ſame time have, I muſt own, 
but little effect without their powerful auxiliaries, 
good humour, good nature and delicacy. 


You'll ſay the caſe of the gentlemen will be exceed- | 
ingly hard, if, whilſt I ſupply the ladies with ſuch irre- 


table powers, I ſhould not alſo furniſh an amidote- 
Iwill not fay with the ſatyriſt, 
An antidote in female caprice lies, 
Kind Heaven! againſt the poiſon of their eyes. 
Bu conclude with this hint to the ladies, that wit 
is diſguſting without good nature, that beauty is un- 
amiable without good humour, and that nothing extin- 
guiſhes defire like indelicacy, 
I am Sir, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


PSYCHIATROS, © 
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No. 14 Thurſday, May, 10, 1770. 


0 curve in terras anime, et cœleſtium inanes ! 
PEARSIUS. 


— — 


. 


X ENI is a pleaſure to me to find that I have 
BY, [ NA been ſo much on my guard as to have 
N Fs informed my readers in the firſt number of 
KERK my Speculations, that being always cu- 
rious, and ſometimes idle, I have frequently had re- 
courſe jo the inſide of the books, with which I have 
teen all my life ſurtounded, not without gleaning 
c: niideratly as I paſſed. I acknowledged, at the fame 
tice, that my ideas were very miſcellaneous, and not 
28 regularly claſſed as in more ſcholaſtic heads, 
becauſe I have only ſkimmed the ſurface of things, 
and in ſome inſtances, I fear, adopted firſt impreſſi- 
ons without allowing ſufficient room tor reaſon or re- 


fi:xion, 

Warped by Mr. Honzrs and other writers, whoſe 
pages I had turned over, I believed there was not in 
human natute, ſtrictly ſpeaking, wat we underſtand 
by the word Benevolence. ] judged all our tender 
feelings, and correſponding humane actions to arite 
from ſelfelowe, ard to terminate in complacency : nay, 
in ſuck proportion as a man appeared indiviJually cha- 
ritable, or more generally uſeful, ſo far | declared, 
and ventured to publiſh him leſs or more ſelfiſh ; 
not conſidering that ſeif-love, to be regular, muſt 
be the effect and not the cauſe of benevolence. 
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So far was I tran ported by my acquired and im- 
proved ſentiments on this head, that I, ſome wecks 
ago, intended to pub liſh propoſals for printing by ſub- 
ſcription an Eſſay I had written, with the ſpeci- 
ous title of The Prodigal Son; or Benevolence re- 
turned to the Manſion of Self love.” 


To my ſenſible diſpaſſionate friend who, according 
to his daily cuſtom, comes to my ſhop, I ſhewed 
my propoſals; and for his opinion, enthuſiaſtical- 
ly produced my firſt ſheets, which he ſecmed to 
receive with a conſiderable degree of ſatisfaction. 
Whilſt he was peruſing them, I diſcovered on his 
face ſtrong marks of internal agitation, which [ 
flattered myſelf bad ariſen from the pleaſure my 
pages afforded him, and hence was not in the 
leaſt doubtful of having ſecured the approbation 
and encouragement of a reſpectable character; 
when, lo! he ſuddenly, as unexpectedly, flung my 
copy from him, as far as the limits of my ſhop 
would allow, and with vehemence of expreſſion 
exclaimed, © Is it © poſſible, Mr. FL VN, that you 
can any man ſeriouſly adopt opinions fo repug- 
nant to the ſenſations of almoſt every ſocial be- 
ing, ſo injurious to the dignity of human nature, too 
much, alas! diſcolouted in itſelf!“ 

Thunderſtruck by expreſſions ſo humiliating and 
conti ary to my expectation, I loſt, for a time, the 
power of ſpeech—I could not mn ke any reply: 
He on the contrary, availing himſelf of the pauſe of 
aſtoniſhment, ſternly ſaid © Man, Sir, is natural- 
ly a beneficent creature, and beneyslent propenſi- 
ties ſeem to ſſ ring, even without culture, from his 
heart. The worſt of tempers, the moſt abandoned 
of bein s, in many inſtances, bear teſtimony of 
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this aſſertion ; for even among ſuch you may, not 
infrequently, diſcover Benevolence. But you, in- 
fluenced, I preſume, by the conſideration of what 
unthinking miſguided men may ſometimes do, have 
ventured to eſtabliſh a ſtandard of what mankind 
ſhould always invariably do ; otherwiſe you could 
not have repreſented us to ſo much diſadvantage, ſo 
little, fo ſordid, fo odious. 


Von did not allow yourſelf time to conſider that 
we are the creatures of a Gop immenſely great! in- 
finitely good! of power unlimited, of plenitude with- 


out meaſure ! benevo/ence itſelf, and, of all beings, the 


moſt beneficent ! Creatures, I ſay, of a Gos who, in 
his goodneſs and inſcrutable deſign, was graciouſly 
pleaſed to make man after his own likeneſs, to enrich 
him { Divine particula aur) with a ſpark of his own 
divine nature, and ſo to adorn him with a participati- 
on of his moſt lovely attiibute benevolence, An ema- 
nation, apparently neceſſary to the ſupport and well 
being of the various ſubordinate orders among men, 
eftabliſhed by him on this our earth, from conſiderati- 
ons, no doubt, infinitely wiſe. 


To any one who, without bias, takes a nearer 
view of human nature, it will, I think, appear pretty 
evidently, that there lurks in the heart of every man 
an actuating principle nearly allied to, and eaſily excit- 
ed by ſelf-love. I mean pride: a paſſion which, 
when kept under ſuch due ſubjeQion as to be directed 
only to its proper objects, is, no doubt, of infinite uſe 
to every individual: but we find that being univerſal- 
ly the moſt eaſily offended of all our affections, and 
indeed almoſt irreſiſtibly cogent, it will not tame'y 
ſubmit to the ſmalleſt injury of milrepreſentation, « of 


oven ſuſpicion, 
Should 
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Should your pages, of moſt pernicious tendency, 
ſpread abroad and infect the minds of the multitude, 
Gop only knows when or where the ill effect; of the 
contagion would ceaſe ! for tho' I may venture to 
prophecy that there will never be wanting, in this 
City, ſome men of open, generous, gdd-like tempers 
who will be always ready to dry up the galling tear 
of diſtreſs, and conſtantly engage themſelves in the 


nobleſt of employments, that of ſeeking out, and cir- | 


culating relief and comfort among their indigent fel- 


low-beings ; yet I ſhould apprehend that the greater 


number would be witheld from the generous exer- 
tion of their benevolent propenſities, by a ſpark of 
pride, impatient of having their bene factions charged 
with the odious imputation of ſelfiſhneſs : whilſt the 
contracted heartleſs miſers would hug themſelves 
in the comfortable reflection, of having the bulk of 
the people linked with them in brutal inſenſibility. 


On ſaying theſe words, he turned round, the better 
to conceal the big tear which was ready to ſtart from 
his eye, and, after a few minutes ſilence, told me that 
he found himſelf ir reſiſt ibly inclined to communicate 
to me a part of his own hiſtory, not withſtanding tbe 
pain it ſhould give him; requeſted I would do him 
the juſtice to believe that Philanthrophy, and not a 
deſire of vain glory, was extorting a recital of facts, 
which he always wiſhed to conceal from the world, 
amply ſatisfied in the reflection of their having paſſed 
in the review of that GREAT Eye from which no 
thought, nor extent of action, with all its circumſtan- 
ces, can be hidden; and hoped that I would be able 


to draw inferences from his little picture which in the 


end muſt diſpoſe me to judge more fayourably of the 
motives of human actions. 


I think it unneceſſary, ſaid he, to give you an 
account 
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account of the many perplexing cifficulties thro” 
which I ſtrugyled in the eatly part of my life, before 
it had pleaſed Providence to conduct me inte the 

lovely paths of virtue and ſucceſsful induſtry. A de- 
tail of thoſe will probably furniſh you with materials 
for a future ſpeculation. 

It is ſufficient, on this occaſion, to inform you that 
I have, for ſo time paſt, been ab'e to lay by one hun- 
dred pounds per annum, after comfortably ſupplying 
my own occaſions ia ſuch decent and frugal manner 
as always beſt ſuited my inclinatitem ft is from 
hence that I date the commencement of my moſt 
happy days, for (although I was always inclined to 
relieve my diſtreſſed neighbour, as much as my abi- 
lity would allow) it was only then F was firſt bleſſed 
with the means of practiſing with a liberal hand, the 
leſſons of benevolence which my untutored heart had 
dictated almoſt as early as the firſt dawning of my 
reaſon. | 

In a word, my ſavings have been regularly diſpoſed 
of, in the relief of the many indigent ſuffercrs, whom 
either chance or private intelligence had pointed out 
as proper objects; and this with as little partiality or 
diſtinQion, as the nature of my deſign could admit 
of. Tis true, indeed, I uſed every method in my 
power to diſtinguiſh between the real object and the 
impoſtor; between the honeſt man borne down with 
the unavo'dable misfortunes of life, and the inccrri- 
gible reprobate who had reduced himſelf to ruin, by 
an obſtinate courſe of irregularities ; between the 
induſtricus man who, if he had ſomething to work 
upon, we uld provide for himſelf and his helpleſs fa- 
mily, and the ſottiſh drone on whom a piece of gold 
would rather email unhappineſs, by furniſhing the 


means 
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means of gratifying his ſenſual appetites, to the con- 


ſiderable injury of himſelf, and ſcandal ot ſociety; be- 
tween the pining infirm beings who, aſhamed to beg, 


confine themſelves in their wretched manſions of mi- 


ſery, the moſt affecting pictures of diſtreſe! And the 


ſturdy vagrants who daily infeſt our doors; a nume- 


Tous ſet, whom no conſideration can force from the 


trade of idleneſs and begging, no temptation allure to 
ſuitable induſtry. 


Theſe diſtinctions, however neceſſary, have, I con- 
fels, ſometimes expoſed nie to ſome little inconveni- 
ences, which, tho' far from being very diſagreeable to 
me, might poſſibly give offence ts many others. For 
inſtance, I have been often pointed out in the ftreets as 
an hard-hearted uncharitable fellow, and have heard 
a (turdy beggar deſire another, whom I happened to 
repulſe, never to expect charity from my hand, for, 
faid he“ That man has no bowels He never gives 
any thing to the poor.“ The tenor of my practice, 
indeed, might have furniſhed cauſe for the ſturdy fel- 
low's opinion of nie, as I have always ſtudiouſly en- 
deayoured to conceal myſelf, as much as poſlible, 
from the partakers of my bounty; and in this ſcheme 
ſucceeded ſo well, that I have been, not infrequently, 
joſtled by men, and treated with opprobrious language 
by women who, but a few days before, were removed 
from loathſome priſons, or unexpeQedly furniſhed 
with the neceſſaries of life at my expence. 


This always pleaſed me, and never in the leaſt 
diminiſhed the dee had often ex- 


perienced, in the reflection A having been the inſtru- 


ment of once ſuppreſſing the ſigh of diſtreſs, or pro- . 
moting the ſinile of relief unexpected: ſenſations riſ- 
ing in an heart at caſe in its incloſure, happily expand- 

ing 
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ing itſelf to correſpond with its connate impreſſion and 
the divine precept of its Creator. 

I never, indeed, ſought after objects to give me 
that pain, which, thro' neceſſity, ] muſt ſelfiſhly 
remove, nor has all the good I have been able to do, 
in this way, been ſufficient to curdle one drop of the 
milk of my blond. whereby an obſtruction might be 
formed, and the farther operation of benevolent func- 
tions impeded, perhaps totally prevented. What im- 
peiled me? | ſay, pure B&NEVOLENCE. 

« What by this name, then ſhall be underſtood ? 
What, but the glorious luſt of doing good. 

The heart that finds it happineſs to pleaſe, 

Can feel another's pain and taſte his eaſe, 

The cheek that with another's joy can glow, 

Turn pale, and ſicken with another's woe ; 

Free from contempt and envy, he who deems 

Juſtly of life's two oppoſite extremes: 

Who to make all, and each man, truly bleſt, 

Does ali he can, and wiſhes all the reſt.” 
FiELDING, 


Shoald you, Mr. FLyn, or any man, attempt to de- 
preciate tenevolence, that noble offspring of a well- 
tempered heart, and to charge its divine impulſes 
with. the foul imputation of ſelfiſhneſs, you will, be- 
lieve me, do more miſchief than you are aware of. 
For my part, pride will riſe up in contradiction to- 
your ſyſtem, will ſour my nature, and abſolutely 
transform me into an unfeeling relentleſs being. I 
ſhall be forced to put off my natural diſpoſition, 
and inſtead of being eaſy, tranquil and decently gay, 
ſhall become reſtleſs, difſati:fied and moroſe. You 
have becn miſled, Mr. FLyn. You have adopted 


maxims not founded in fact. Conſult your own 
heart, 
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heart, and it will confute 73 doctrine. To de- 
grade our nobleſt motives of action, is to lower us 
below the brutes, to looſen the amiable connections 
of ſociety, and blaſpheme the SovexEicn Goop- 


NESS Which has formed our natures. 
A 
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Nec minor eft wirtus, quam querere, parta tueri; 
Caſus ineſt illic, hoc erit ariis opus, 
Ov1o, 


6 


* XZ KESTERDAY evening, the old Gentleman 
* y * whom I have already introduced to my 
BN FS readers, came into my ſhop as uſual, 
KEIRA and taking up my twelfth Speculation, 
read it through with great attention. This, ſays he, 
11:pping his hand againſt the counter, is a ſenſible 
fellow, and takes the ſubject in the right light. I 
have been often amazed, Mr. FLyn, at ſeeing good 
writers bear ſo injudiciouſly hard againſt little female 
foibles Excefſes of a nature, ſ» robut as that of 
inan, may be lopped away without mercy ; but a 
woman ſhould be pruned like a peach-tree. There 
is. in truth, ſo much that is excellent, and ſo little 
that 13 faulty in them, that it is dangerous to attempt 
a change. None but a mad man would injure the 
delicate colours of a rich flower-knot, in 'order to 
eradicate a few microſcopical weeds. Women 
have a ſenſibility which, if hurt, may check them is 


the 
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the right path, or turn them into a wrong one. Male 
critics ſhould therefore be yery delicate in preſcribing 
rules to them. After their general principles are well 
formed, it is, in my opinion, ſafer to give their little 
ſpecific propenſities free play. | 

I love this PRILOGVYNVESs, continued he, for his 
warm attachment to the ſex. If there be ſuch a 
thing in nature as an inſenſibility of their charms, 
the poſſeſſor has no reaſon to be vain of it. For my 
part, poor DxyYDEN's Caſe is mine. 


Old as I am, for Ladies loves unfit, 
The power of beauty I remember yet. 


Even at my time of life, it refreſhes the imaginati- 
on, and diffuſes a kind of yernal chearfulneſs over 
every idea. It's efficacy is indeed ſo irreſiſtible, that 
women have, in my opinion, moſt'of the moral, and 
much of the natural evil of the world to account for. 
The potency of their influence may prevent the one, 
and difarm the latter of its ting. How ſuperſtition 
could be ſo ſtupid as to attribute witchery to hags, 
hardly human, is amazing ; but it is no more than 
a natural truth to ſay, that every amiable woman is 
a ſorcereſs; faſcination is in her eye, magic in her 
ſmile, and a legion of little demons in her touch. 
When virtue deigns to aſſume the inchanted wand, 
the arts of Cir ce are reverſed ; man ſtarts from the 
brute into his proper nature, and riſes into refinement 
and bliſs. 


Story-telling, Sir, is the vice of age ; yet I can- 
not avoid relating a real fact to illuſtrate my opi- 
nion. The perſons are an amiable and reſpectable 
pair, who live at this Jay in the North of the kingdom, 


and whom I have known ſince their infancy. 
Axis res 
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ArISTUS came into life with every advantage. 
His eſtate was a clear 20001. a year; bis conſtitution 
excellent, and his perſon very handſome. A liberal 
education had affotrded him a large ſhare of know- 
ledge, and his ſtrong underſtanding had made it all his 
own. His principles, well turned by nature, bad 
been formed by the ſtricteſt rules of honour, virtue, 
and religion. Add to all theſe, the attractions of the 
ſweeteſt temper, great vivacity, and a fine addreſs, 
and you have a ſketch of Az13Tvus's picture. 


Nothing could bid fairer for happineſs than ſuch 
an outſet. Great were the expectations of his friends. 
But I, who knew him beſt, could ſee, through all his 
excellences, a weak part which made me fear for 
him, Joined to a general ſocial affection, and an 
uncommon tenderneſs of heart, he poſſſſ:d a ſenſibi- 
lity of female charms which carried him aſmoſt to 
enthuſiaſm. It was eaſy to perceive the rock cn 
which this habit of mind, aided by the vigour of a 
genial conſtitution, would inevitably hurry, him; 
and I faw clearly that, with a firmneſs which no 
violence could ſhake, a judgment not to be deceived 
by man, and morals which the world's riches could 
not vitiate, my friend was doomed to be the dupe, 
the abſolute ſlave of female dominion, 


I met him in London on his return from the tour of 
Europe, He came back enriched with eve valu- 
able acquiſition, and his ſo id underſtanding poliſhed 
into genuine elegance. But the pleaſure of our inter- 
view was not a little abated on my finding that he had 
brought cver with him a lady, with whom he had 
formed a connection at Paris, and from whom 1 ſaw 
but little proſpect of his ever being releaſed. Du- 
FRESNOY had every gift of nature and art that was 

H neceſſary 


Pr 
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neceſſary for ſuch a conqueſt, Beſides a conſidera- 
ble ſhare of well-improved goed ſenſe, ſhe had great 
ſweetneſs of temper, and an unaffected deſire to pleaſe. 
Toa very beautiful perſon was added a perfect know- 
lege of all the arts of decoration, Se had a tender- 
neſs of aſpect and manner very hard to be teſiſted, and 
a modelt elegance of add reſs, which flattered his deli- 
cacy, and threw a veil over the very nature of vice. 

In her fetters I found him, nor could any influence 
of mine, nor indeed any humin means, but her own 
mercenary mind, have ever {ct him free. Some time 
atter my return to Dublin, I learned, that her repeat- 
ed infidelities had at lift broken his chain. I thought 
this a gocd time to remonttrate, but, before ny letter 
reached him, his unruly leading paſſion had teſumcd 
it's Way, and thrown him into the bondage of an e- 
minent actreſs, rather celebrated for addreſs than 
Charms, but,whoſe great proficiency in artifice promiſ- 
ed tobe more dan e tous than even the beauty of Du- 
FRE3NOY, 

But I muſt bring you to my heroine, AMmanDa's 
family and fortune were good. Her perſon extreme- 
ly fine, and her face, tho' far from regular, the molt 
attractive thit I ever ſaw, Beſides the fineſt teeth, 
and a mouth about which ten thouſand graces revell- 
ed, tho "hid a pair of the molt charming bright blue 
eyes, ſull of all the bewitching ſoftneſs peculiar to 
that colour, Hex ſpiriis were excellent; her tem- 
per ſweet 3, and, added to every polite accompliſh- 
Petit, the poſſeſſed a good underſtanding. and an affec- 


Lorats heart. Such a girl could not fail of admirers. 


' 3 1 a * 
She had indeed, beſore the age of tweny, declined 
" . iT , N 0 0 . E 34 
leyera! offers, which, in the laaguage of the Woric, 


were prodigiqus great ones, 


J fre- 


tell me 
more j. 
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I ſrequently eſcorted her to the Play-Houſe, where 
we were one night, when, to my great ſurprizs, Axis 
Tus entered the box, not many hours arrived from 


England. We met with mutual joy ; but I ſoon per- 
ceived his attention ftealing from me to another ob- 
ject Amanda ſtruck him, and I thought F could ſee 
by her that he was the man, The next morning diſ- 
cloſed his intentions, I oppofed them ſtrongly, and 
pictured him to himſelf with a friendly ſeverity. But 
he pleaded ſo well, and urged ſo forcibly that both re- 
formation and happinefs depended on AMAanD a, that 
] was obliged to ſubmit. I carried his meſſage, bnt 
at the ſame time henefly exhibited his character. 
The mother heſitated; AManDaA was referred to as 
deciſive, With the moſt modeſt candour ſhe declared, 
that ſhe ſaw ſome ſtrong lines of conſtancy in the por- 
trait, on- which ſhe would venture to rely, and. was 
willing to run the riſque. © They were married ſoon 
afler, and went down to his ſeat. 

A perverſe turn in my own affairs carried me about 
this time abroad. The pain of a ten years abſence 
was however 4 good deal lefſ:ned by the regular ac- 
counts I received of my amiable friends being com- 
pleatly happy. Laſt November 1 landed in Dublin, 
and, hearing they were in the country, ſet out thither 
Immediately, 

I got there the ſecond day about three, and was 
ſhewn into 2 parlour, where T found my fair friend at 
work, her eldeſt gitl reading to her, and two ſweet 
little boys playing on the carpet. Our firſt ſalutes were 
hardly over, when AgtsTvus flew into the room, and 
hung upon my neck. Words were not neceſſary to 
tell me their mutual happineſs. I have ſeldom felt 
more joy. Dinner was now ſerved, and, the firſt hur- 

H 2 ry 
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ry of ſpirits ſubſiding, my at:ention was attracted by 

Aux DA. The ladies may laugh, perhaps not be- 

lieve me, when J fay, that, tho the day was extremely 

wet, and no proſpect of any company, ſhe was very 

elegantly dreſſed, The whole had an unſtudied air, 

yet I could ſee that the minuteſt article was careful- 

ly adjuſted. I was particularly ſtruck, when ſhe 

drew off hergloves, witha pair of rich diamond brace- 
lets, which he had preſented to her a few days be- | 
fore. Love had diffuſed an exquiſiie tenderneſs over | 
her features ; and an habitual wiſh of pleaſing, ani- | 
mated by ſucceſs, had ſo.-pointed every charm, that, 

tho' the had been frequently a mother, the was a much 


finer woman than when I left her. My ſpirits were t 
raiſed. I ſhared ſincerely in their happineſs. The C 


tar phchord ſucceeded our tea, and I found her im- 
| proved into a capital performer. She gave us ſome of 
Handel s fineſt airs. The enraptured Axis r us gazed 
like a lover; his enamoured view tan over all her 
charms ; her bright eye, ſull of ſenſibiliiy ; her lips, 
breathing ſweets, and emitting the fineſt tones ; her 
elegaui fingers flying through all the complicated tu. ns 
of harinony, and her dangerous boſoin ſwelling with 
expreſſion. I am ſixiy five, Mr. FLyx, yet I ound N 
it convenient to peruſe ſome good prints that were 
hanging near me, Indeed, my worthy fr'ends ſeemed 
to have been married but ten days inſtead of ten years. 
I withdrew before ſupper. | 

A month's ſtay in this pleaſing retreat gave me 
hourly occaſions of admiring her. Joined to a ſteady 
uniformity of purpoſe, ſhe contrived to throw ſuch 
an amazing variety into her dreſs, her manner, the 
diſpoſition of our hours, and all her little ſchemes of 


amuſement, that inconſtancy iiſelf would have doated 
: | on 
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on her. By always turning the bright fide of dome- 
{tic life to her huſband, ſhe preſerved herſelf from 
dwelling on the dark one, A chearful alacrity in her 


economy made it perceivable only by the effects; 


and, tho' they lived remarkably well, ſhe had nearly 
cleared eff a debt of fix thouſand pounds, incurred 
by his iadiſcretion, before he could conceive it poſſi- 
ble. Indeed I wondered not at his being happy. He 
poſſeſſed all that Dor RRS Oo or A—— could give, 
and more; he had it pure and unalloyed ; with a wor- 
thy heart beſides, which neither of them had to beſtow. 


The morning I came away, meeting her alone in 
the garden, I could not avoid ſome well-deſerved 
compliments on her conduct. I know, my dear Sir, 
* ſaid the, you were in paia for me ; but, with va- 
nity I ſay it,! found the taſk full as eaſy as 1 ima- 
gined. My Axis rus had too many virtues to be 
oft. Heaven was pleaſed to give me a perſon 
that he liked ; all the reſt depended on myſelf. 
I reſolved that my appearance ſhould . not be im- 
paired by my own fault; my temper I could t ruſt 
to; and I felt a lively affection, which, I hoped, 
would ſupply the place of better abilities, and dic- 
tate, as I went along, the means of making him 
happy. To pleaſe and be pleaſe. are, in reality, 
the mutual cauſe and effect of each other; ſo that 


iy toilet, being habitual, is eaſy, nay agreeable. i 
repard my glafs as a friend who daily gives me new 
hints for pleaſing the man I love, To you Sir, 
will own, that 1 love him, in the full extent; 
of the word, with the ardor which he deſerves ; 
with the ardot which he requires. Had he met 

|; H 3 with 


my labour is a round of pleaſure. The buſineſs of 
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* with only the cold return of efteem, Axis us 
* would have been far from happy. | 

* Happineſs like mine, continued ſhe, would be 
more general, would women but obſerve two max- 
ins. One is, never to attempt an ay to 
nature, but gently to lead it right by flattering tte 
ruling propenſity. The other, never to contewn 
ſmall matters as trifles, for by them only can their 
purpoſe be effected. There is no ſuch thing as a 
trifle. Minuteneſſes form the magazine of female 
power, Connubial joy is accompliſhed ſome what 
like a litt le dotted piture. Each ſingle touch is 
too fine to produce a viſible effect; yet, from their 
frequency, the portrait ſoon begins to open on the 
view, and ſhews how judiciouſly and happily the 
pencil was applied. 1 
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Proprium prudentie conciliare febi animos hominum IT 
ad uſus ſuos adjungere. - Cicero, 


XL IXKEHE daily experience of every man who 
A 1 FA converſcs with the world, ſhews him that 
W Ys the eſteem of others is neceſſary to his | 
XK own happineſs, that the greateſt abilities, 


the moſt extenſive learning, and uncommon virtues 
are not ſufficient to procure that eſteem, and that 
there is ſomething ſtill wanting, to the attainment of 
which the principal efforts of precept and education | 
are from our earlieſt infancy directed. I ſhall lay be- 
fore 
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fore my readers ſome detached thoughts on this im- 
portant accompliſhm ent, which is no othet than whit 
is commonly called Goop BxeebinG or PolitE- 
NESS, the great bond of ſociety ; indeed without it 
no ſociety can ſubſiſt. 


Por1TENESS is that mutual deference and reſpect, 
which leads us to reſign our inclinations to thoſe with 
whom we converſe, and to reſtrain and conceal that 
preſumption and arrogance ſo natural to the human 
mind ; or, in other words, it is the facrifice of our 
ſelf love to that of others. Thus, as we are by na- 
ture proud and ſel fiſh, and apt to aſſume a preference 
above others, a well bred man behaves with the utmoſt 
deference to the reſt of the company and yields the 


ſuperiority to them fn all the common incidents f 


ſociety. In the ſame manner, whenever a perſon's 
fi:uation may natura ly beget any diſagreeable ſuſpi- 
cion in him, it is the part of good manners to prevent 
it, by a ſtudied diſplay of ſentiments directiy contrary 
to thoſe of which he is apt to be jealous. Thus whiſ- 
pering in company is impolite, in the higheſt degree, 
becauſe every other perſon in the room will be uneaſy 
at it, as he muſt naturally fuſpect that he is the ſub- 
ject of the diſcourſe, and that it muſt neceſſarily be to 
his diſadvantage, otherwiſe what was ſaid might have 
been told openly. Old men know their infirmities, 
and dread the contempt of youth, Well- educated 
youth therefore redouble the inſtances of reſpect and 
deference to their eldeis. Strangers and foreigners 
are without protection. Hence, in all polite countries 
they receive the higheſt civilities and are intitled to 
the firſt place in every company, A man is lord in 
bis own houſe, and his gueſts are ſubject to his autho- 
rity. He therefore ſits at the lower end of the table, 

is 


92 Tar Mobex Mowirox; No. 16. 


is attentive to the wants of every one and gives him- 
ſelf all the trouble. But here it muſt be obſerved 
that he muſt do this without betraying too viſible an 
alfectation, or impoſing too much conſtraint on his 
gueſts. Hence the proverb, There's mere polite- 
neſs where there's leatt ceremony,” and as the French 
ſay, you may be ſure you are in the houſe of an ill- 
bie perſon guand on e gend, when one is not perfectly 
at his eaſe, ot oppreſſed with awkward civilities. 


But this modern politeneſs, which is ſo ornamen- 
tal, is very apt to run into affectation and foppery, 
diſguiſe and inſincerity, as is the caſe with the French; 
and that ſimplicity of manners, which the Engliſh 
affect ſo much, and which is naturally ſo amiable, 
is equally apt, under the name of honeſt bluntneſs 
and ſincerity, to degenerate into the extreme of rul- 
ticity and barbariſm. There is a very ridiculous in- 
ſtance of the firſt in the French phraſeology, It would 
be rude in the higheſt degree to ſay, C'eſt un beau 
chien, Madame, Tis a fine dog, madam. You muſt 
always ſay, Madame, cet un beau chien, Madam, 
'tis a fine dog. They conceive I ſuppoſe that there 
Is a greit indelicacy in putting the deg before the 
lady. 

The Chineſe reckon politeneſs amongſt the cardi— 
nal vittues, and that none in that vaſt empire ſhould 
ve ignorant of the laws of decorum, they have a 
Code for that purpoſe, framed by the Mandarins of 
the firſt claſs, called, if I remember right, Whang- 
tang li. It is a very large work, and contains an ex- 
act account of all the various inflections of the body, 
movements, geſtures, and falutations t9 be uſed on 
different occaſions, together with the number of times 
they ſh.uil be performed at accidental meetings, 

whether 
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whether in the ſtreet, at the Pagoda, or upon making | 
a viſit to another; all the various compliments to be 
paid at marriage viſi:s, lying-in viſits, and funeral 
viſits, together with the different ceremonies accord- 
ing to the difference in the quality of the perſons vi- 
ſiting and viſited. This the Chineſe ladies make their 
daughters get by heart, and take as much pains about 
it as our anceſtors uſed in teaching thein their cathe- 1 
chiſm, or the modern mothers in imprinting on their | 
memory the caſes in Hoyle. | 
There mult indeed be ſomething very arbitrary in | 
politeneſs, and the rules of it mult vary according to | 
the different cuſloms and manners of nations. From | 
this circumſtance ariſes one of the advantages of tra- | 
velling, a neceſſity of at commodat ing one's felf to | 
forms extremely different from thoſe ol a perſon's na- 
tive country, u hich by the colliſion wears off thole 
angular aſperitics to which man is naturally inclined, 
anl produces that folftura, from which idea our Eng- 
liſh word PoLiTENEss got it's name. 


I ſhall ment ion ſome ſingu ar cuſtoms of certain na- 
tions, which as differing rom ours, may appear ab- 
ſurd and r:diculons, but upon reflection will probably | 
be thought to have their foundation, in nature at leaity | 
if not in reaſon. In Turkey, Syria, Egypt, and all | 
the Faſt, people often have their dinner ſpread on 
carpets before the door of their houſes, and any perſon | 
whoever, that paſſes by, may fit down and partake of 
the fare, If he were to pull out his purſe, and offer 
to pay for his dinger, it would be looked upon 2% 
ſuch an affront to the maſter of the houſe, that his 
liſe would be in danger. How different are our cuſ- 
toms ! we pay for our dinner, even at the houſes of 
our friends. 


Ia 
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In the Northern parts of Germany, upon the arrival 
of a ſtranger at a Gentleinan's houſe, the lady produces 
a pint glaſs which ſhe fills with brandy, and this is call- 
ed © The welcome- bumper,” She takes it off, and 
fills it again for the ſtranger, who would be looked up- 


on as very rude, if he were to leave a ſingle drop be- 
hind him, 


In Tranſylvania the ladies ſalute the gentlemen, and 
the gentlemen ſtand unmoveable till they approach 
them. In Hungary upon a ſtranger's arrival the 
young ladies crowd round him in order to pull off his 
boots, which he muſt permit without any oppoſition. 
In Tartary when a ſtranger lies in any perſon's houſe, 
the miſtreſs goes to bed to him to keep him warm, 
and it would be accounted exceedingly barbarous if 
he were to refuſe it, be ſhe ever ſo old and ugly. 


Many other extraordinary cuſtoms of different na- 
tions may be collected from the writings of travell- 
ers ; which kind of reading I muſt, by the way, re- 
commend, as tending in a great degree to correct a 
Confined way of thinking, the unavoidable conſequence 
of a contrad ed education, to extend a perſon's views, 
and coumeract the little (e}fifÞinefs of human nature. 
Propriety of behaviour is an eſſential part of pol'te- 
neſs, I mean that decency of carriage which is ſuita- 
bie to the rank, age, ſex, &c. The violation of this 
rule expoſes a perſon to many ridiculous fituations, 
deſtroys that dignity of character which every one 
Mould endeavour to preſerve, and never fails to make 
him contemptible in the eyes of others, | 


Politeneſs ſhould not be diſpenſed with even be- 
tween the oldeſt and the deareſt friends, and that fa- 
miliarity which is uſual between ſuch, ſhoutd be al- 

ways 
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ways accompanied with good-breeding, particularly 
in the preſence of others. Many iaftances occur, 
where the ſtricteſt friendiip has been deſtroyed, or 
It's warmth at leaſt conſiderably abated, when under 
pretence of behaving to one another with freedom 


and /ans facon, it has inſenſibly been changed into in- 
civility and rudeneſs. 


There is one ſituation in friendſhip where good 
breeding is of the greuteſt confequence, when is s ne— 
ceſſaty a man ſhouid be informed of ſomething that 
it will be uſeful to him he ſhould know, but which 
muſt he diſagreeable. It is one of the duties of ſriend- 
ſhip to acquaint him with it, and politeneſs aſſiſts a 
man in acquitting himſelf of it with ſueceſs, and ena- 
bles him to correct the faults of his friend without 
debaſing him in his own eyes. 


Some other general rules on this ſubject. with a 
compariſon of the politenels of the antients and mo- 
deirs, the preſent (tate of it in different countries, with 
an enquiry into the cauſes of it's flouriſhing in ſome 
governments more than others, and a diſcuſſion of the 
queition, what ſoils are moit favourable to its tiſe and 
growth, ſhall be the ſubject of future Speculaticas. 

Z. 
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Serpentum major concordia + parcit 
— Joy. 
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NN HAD, until ltely, two reighbours, in 
54 i whole intimacy I was extremely happy. 
LY Y2 The one was a barber, a ſmart, ſenſible,. 
TM little fellow, but ſome Hat too quick and 
choler ick 
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cholerick. The other, by vocation x taylor, was a 
man of a large athletic mike, with great ſolemaity of 
voice and aſped, but a di poſition rather inclined to 
the imperious. We kept up a club, ſor ſome time, 
with three or four others, where we ſpent our evenings 
very cheartully, chatting over the ſmall occurrences 
of the day, and each of us indulging the inoffenſive 
importance of the other, by an unaffected attentio 1 
to his little tale, 


But about a year ago, my two friends unfortunate- 
!- Happened to turn their thoughts to ſtate affairs, and 
enſiſted th2m'e'ves on oppoſite files of the queſtion, 
ile tonfor became a violent Wiltite, and the other a 
determined Butean, As they both unluckily could 
read, every ſpare ſhilling was laid out in news papers 
and pamphlets, and our peaceful little ſociety ſoon 
became the ſcene of diſpute, animoſity, and rancour. 
't he patriot was quite a maſter at all the weapons of 
Caro SENIOR, and Junior, BavuTvs, Lucius, 


” Deciwvs, Decius, PusLivs, Graccuvs, Ar- 


T1CUs, and, abovc all, the formidable Jux tus. The 
courtier ſtood firm, chiefly on the ſupport of the in- 
vincible Jon xs9N, whoſe phraſzology he could bran- 
diſh with the grerreſt eaſe, and was never ſo happy as 
when laying on his little antagonift with polyſyllables 
as loug as his meaſure. Abuſe, at the ſame time flew 
thick about, and the obliging epithets of Sectary, 
and Rebel, ]icobiie and Slave, formed no ſinall ſhare 
of the converiation, 

Untortunately for me, v ho ſtood neuter, I experi- 
mentally perceived that their very profeſſions beeame 
ut laſt infected by their politics. As party-zeal in- 
creaſed, 1 found myſelf gradually tightened in my 


clothes by the one, and was hardly ever ſhaved with- 
out 
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out an ugly cut from the other. One day, a pair of 
breeches was brought me by the former, hardly wide 
enough fer a child, but, in ſpite of all my remon- 
ftrances, my worthy friend crammed me into them 
by force. When I complained that I had not liberty to 
move, he flew into a rage. Liberty ſays he, what's 
that? Would you have them like Dutch trowſers? 
ſee your curſed 1epublicaa principles, Sir, and muſt 
tell you I deſire no ſuch cuſtomers.—Away he flung, 
and, at that inſtant, my other friend came to ſhave 
me. He talked himſelf into a ferment while he was 
making the lather, and, by the time he arrived at ny 
noſe, was ſo fired with the idea of ſome ſanguinary 
meaſures, that he brought away with a jerk a con- 
hderable flice of my left noſtril. I now thought it 
high time to break off my acquaintance with both, 
Soon after, my friend the taylor, on reading his Ma- 
jeſty's anſwer to the city remonſtrance, toſſed up his 
head, with an air of ſympathetic dignity, ſo violently 
againſt the rafter, that he fractured his ſcull ; and 
my litile barber, after celebrating Mr. Wiltess en- 
largement, fell over the quay with 45 bumpers of 
punch in his ſtomach, and broke his leg. The two 
politicians are now in the infirmary, and our club 15 
diſſolved. 


For my own part, I have ever obſerved in private 
le the fame rule which I have laid down as an au- 
thor, that of keeping my political ſentiments to my- 
ſelf. Jam conſcious that I am one of the many thou- 
ſands, who have neither property, connections, nor 
intereſt, ſufficient to make them of any weight in the 
icale. The very nature of well ordered ſociety pre- 
cludes a perſon of my retired ſtation, (at leaſt in this 
part of he world) from every degree of political im- 

I poitance 
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portance. As ] can therefore Le of no uſe to either an 
party, I choſe to hold my tongue about both, and 5 
turn my attention to the only method in which I can fu 
poſſibly ſerve the public, which is, by being aſſiduous ot 
in my profeſſion, aud providing for my fainily. E 

Let me not, however, be underſtood as intending * 
to ridicule or condemn a rational and proper ſolici- 5 
tude with regard to public agitations. Such doctrines 
are as ill founded as they are trite 5 they have been %: 
generally inculcated by deſign, and too es ſily received * 
by indolence or weakne ls. Nothing but the extre- Ty 
11i:y of dulneſs can make any man inſenſible or indif- frie 
tcrent about events in which every one is concerned. Jou 
The general ſcheme of nature ſo connects us, that, A 
when the greater wheels are in any fort embarraſſed, reli; 
it is impoſſible but that the other movements, how - Thi 
ſoever diſtant or minute, muſt be proportionably af- ned 
feed, The diviſions among the Great may indeed 2 oh 
ariſe from various cauſes, which neither party Chuſes forts 
to 2vow ; but, be their motives what they may, every firm, 
member of th2 ſtate mult feel the effects. Every won 
thinking man muſt therefore catch the alarm, and auce 
take an intereſted part, either on one fade or the other, I ſtitut 
as his reaſon, or perhaps his prejudices, may lead him. JF deſtre 
Nor do I mean to cenſure the public avowal of thoſe I pineſ 
ſentiments on any occaſion” when it can be uſeful. F thoſe 
In a free country, (and all parties agree in wifhing que. 
ours to continue ſo) this is every man's right;; and ſuch 0 
where he imagines he can proinote the general weal, riſes 
by openly eſpouſing the claims of either the crown prope 
or the people, it becomes his duty to obey act difpur 
of his judgment. and de 

The object of my view is to reſtrain that unhappy | One 
propeality to political altercation, which is too fre- diſput: 


quenly 
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quently indulged, to the great annoyance of private 
ſociety. We are very apt to bring into company a 
fulneſs of paity-z2al, that leaves no vacancy for thoſe 
general topics, and pleaſing ſentiments, which form 
the delight of ſocjal intercourſe. An aſſertion once 
made cannot fail to meet an opponent. Debates 
inſenſibly ariſe which produce agimoſiiy, but never 
conviction. Each combatant looks eagerly round for ll 


arguments, which ſerve only to root him more firmly I 
" Tf in his prejudices. The bappineſs of individuals is l 
ſacrificed without a poſſibility of public advantage: 1 
4 and it often happens, that an intimacy, perhaps a ll 
s friendſhip, which was the pleaſing growth of many” | 
; years, is, in one raſh hour, irretrievably blaſted. \ 
> An eminent writer has afſerted, that no topics, but | 
* religion or government, deſerve a wiſe man's attention. | 
” This poſition goes a little too far. It cannot be de- If 
b ned that they are matters of the firſt importance, and. I! 


in their proper time and place, deſerve the utmoſt ef- | 
forts of the human mind. But I will venture to af- | 
I firm, that they are the two moſt unfit ſubjects in tbe 1 
J world for private ſociety, and that, by being intro- 

duced into it, they injure the very intent of their in- 
er, ſtitution. The one, deſigned to make us happy here, if 
m. I celtroys that mutual good-will without which no ha p- tl 
le pineſs can exiſt, The other becomes the ſource of all 
ul. JF thoſe uncharitable vices which it is intended to ſub- 
ing due. But ſtate-affairs are peculiarly improper on 


ind ſuch occaſions for a claſhing ef temporal intereſts | 
cal, rifes from an oppoſition of political principles; even ö 
n property itſelf is conſidered as in danger, and each | 
tes 
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diſputant looks at laſt oa his adverſary, as his natural 

and determined foe,”. 

ppy One of my predeceſſots preſcribes, for perſons of a 
fre- diſputatious temperament, the Skiomachia, or duc] 
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with one's own ſhadow, by which the noxious par- 
ticles in the blood may be evaporated, before the pa- 
tiert comes into company I approve much of this 
remedy in the political ſpleen which I am at preſent 
treating of; but I would recommend, as 2 prepara- 
tive. an emetic, to carry off that redundancy of bile, 
which intermixes with all the juices, affects the 


tongue, the eye, and the head, and imbitters every 


ſentiment of the heart. For this I do not know a 
more proper medicine, than an extiact from the ſeve- 
ral writings on both fries, which are impregnated 
with a ſuſficiency of falſehood, calumny, and malice, 
to produce a very effeQua} Navſea, 

The wiſdom of Providence has wade us all depen- 
dent on each other, for the enjoyments a3 well as the 
neceſſaries of life. Pleaſures, commonly ſo called, 
are, in their very nature, ſhort and fleeting ; but a 
ſocial intercourſe, regulated by politeneſs, and ani- 
mated by candor chearfulneſs, and govd will, is a 
repaſt that rever cloys and may be juſtly numbered 
2mong the firſt of human bleſh gs. In this little re- 
tired Corner of the world, we le in a peculiar manner 
atthe mercy of each other. The higheft rank among 
vs exceeds not the line of middle liſe, which is the ſta- 
tion adapted, above all others, to enjoy the ſweets of 
friendly ſociety, and has none of thoſe outlying re- 
ſources of artificial pleaſure, which are within the 
reach of grandeur and diſſipation. We are all chained, 
es it were, to the fame galley, by our ſeveral profeſſions 
and attachments, and have therefore one common in- 
tereſt in making each other happy. We cannot in- 
deed afford to part with a ſingle intimate, or friend, 
nor can we loſe the ſmile of complacency, or the look 
of kindneſs to which we have been accuſtomed, 
without a ſenſible dinunution of our felicity. Suffici- 

ently 


proo 
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ently numerous alas! are the little competitions, 

ſtrifes, and jealouſies which already divide mankind, | 
and painful enough are the ſtrokes of fate, which | 
daily deſtroy our tendereſt connections. Let us not 
induſtriouſly add to inevitable ills, nor take pains to | 
diſcolour a life abusdanily checkered by nature. Let | 
us leave our prejudices in our cloſets, and meet each 
other with a friendly eye and a diſpaſſionate heart; | 
as Beings, connected by one common nature, one coun- 
try, and one general religion, which, we all allow, | 
however «ve may differ on the minuter articles, incul- 
cates charity, benevolence, and mutual love as it's fa- 
vourite duties, and in every page re-iterates the | 
angelic ſounds of o EARTH PEACE, G00D-WILL f 


TOWARDS MEN. ) = | 

N der ider Meder der dee 

No. 18. Thurſday, May, 24, 1770. | 

Ut J ugulent homines, furgunt de nocle.— i 

T Hox. | 
; wi. Wc j 
F KAS a Printer, 4 am exceedingly zealous for | 
* 51 A Ia the honour of my fraternity, and therefore i 
* N. e was highly pleaſed ſome time ago on | 
d. NN finding that my brother Bus TEE D had, 
_ with a degree of indignation truly laudable, refuſed to N 
publiſh in his Chronicle the relation of a ſuppoſed | 


dream, calculated to throw infamy and 1idicule upon | 
ſome very reſpeQable and amiable characters in this . 
* . "Wh * . 1 
city. His upright and beneficent intentions were | 
however, in ſome meaſure, defeated by the ſhame- 
proof perſer erance of the ill-deſigning ſcribbler, who ( 

T4: £nx.0u5 
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anxious to uſher his baſe- born brat into light, con- 
trived by ſome ſtratagem or another, to ſteal it into 
a corner of the Fxxeman's Journal, But his 
triumph was only che triumph of a day, tor on receiv- 
ing immediately after, from the fame hand, a freſh 
packet of ſcandal and ſtupidity, the conduQors of 
that excellent paper, aſhamed of their firſt condeſcen- 
ſion, rejected it with ſcorn, and thus conſigned to 
oblivion a performance, u hich, together with it's au- 
thor, ought never to have emerged from it., 


Why the fame generous and judicious motive did 
not operate as forcibly on my brother the FREE·UÜ 
MAN, upon a late occaſion, when he had it in his pow- 
er to have turned aſide the ſhaft of malice, baſcly, 
and indeed cruelly levelled, not only at the character, 
but alſo at the livelihood of a certain reverend gentle- 
man amongſt us, I cannot take upon me to deter- 
mine ; but muſt ſuppoſe, as the former is, throughout 
all his pages, a warm friend to virtue, and an almoſt 
enthuſiaſtic admirer of propriety, his honeſt zeal was 
here impoſed upon by the fpecious infinuations of mo- 
rals-mending hypocriſy, and ſo inflamed by the exag- 
gerated tale as to make him forget, for an inſtant, the 
amiable, the God-like attribute of mercy, in order to 
exerciſe only the more auſtere one of avenging juſtice. 


He who lives by the preſs cannot ſurely be ſuſpect- 
ed of wiſhing to ſee the liberty of it abridged: on the 
contrary, I ſwear by my dear, dear types, and my ſtill 
dearer ſpeculations, I have ever been, and ever ſhall 
continue a moſt ſtrenuous advocate for it, as well 
from principle, as from intereſt. Let it then, I fay, 
de free and uncontrouled, to appeal to Kings reſpect- 
fully, to arraign corruption boldly, to paint out real 
grievances, and to indicate the means of redrefling 

| them. 
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them. Let it be free to puniſh guilt with deſerved 
infamy, to reward virtue with well-earned prai'e, to 
open for the learned the mine of ſcience, and to call 
forth for the taſteful all the flowers of polite litera- 
ture. In the page of this day, let fober morality deli- 
ver it's improving leſſons, and in that of to-morrow, 
let ſprightly wit and liberal humour purſue a more 
pleaſing path of reformation, laugh our follies into 
ſenſe, and check our deviations into order. 


Such are the glorious privileges of the preſs, ſuch 
the taſks to which, I apprehend, it ſhould be always 
confined. A field, wide enough for the admiſſion of 
all uſeful knowledge, of all elegant entertaimnent, and 
which under a judicious cultivation, can never fail to 
yield a rich harveſt of profit and delight. Yet, thro? 
what fatality it happens I know not, but, (with grief, 
with ſhame ſpeak it) this moſt excellent inſtitution, 
ſo noble in itſelf, ſo extenſively beneficial in it's conſe- 
quences, is every day proftituted to the baſeſt of pur- 
poſes, even to that of becoming the dull vehicle of a- 
nonymous ſcanda] ; which, widely different from kind 
admonition, or wholeſome reproof, thoſe real friends, 
who ſtrike but to heal, and inflict a momentary an- 
guiſh only to effect a laſting cure, reſembles rather 
the nightly rufhan, who ſtalks abroad ways to kill, 
and counts his trophies by his murders, 


To me, who read much, and reflect not a little, it 
appears that characters vicious in the groſs, as they 
are the proper, ſo they have always been the conſtant 
objects of ſatyr; for as to thoſe in which the good 
predominates, tho” not unmixed, J have ever thought 
them entitled to indulgence, if not to commiſeration, 
as being the fatal, but neceffary conſequences of the 

fallen 
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fallen ſtate of human nature; a conſideration Which, 
I-tind, has wonderfully ſweetened my temper, in itſelf 
rather peeviſh, and has rendered me, notwithſtanding 
the awtul ſeverity of my coumenance, one of the belt - 
humoured, moſt furgiving, and even accomodating be- 
ings to the infii mities of my fellow creatures that ever 
yet exiſted, In this bappy frame of mind. I view my- - 
ſelf with pleaſure, as acting under the united influence 
of religion and reaſon, of virtue and common ſenſe; 
for where is the man, who, knowing himſeif, will 
preſume to ſay that he is without fault? where is the 
friend in whom ſome failing does not appear even to 
the amiably- partial eye of affection ? the greateſt ge- 
nius'is often ſubject to weakneſſes unknown to more 
confined underſtandings; and the beſt of diſpoſitions 
are, not infrequently, attended with peculiarities,” 
which may be eaſily caricatured by the hand of ridi- - 
cule. But ſhall this be done? ſhall all the worth of 
man centered in EuGren1tvs, all the perfeCtions and 
graces of woman meeting in AsrAsIA, not ſecure 
them from the rage of ſcribbling malice, or be able 
to obtain indulgence for thoſe lefſer foibles, which are 
not ſo much their faults, as the frailties of humani- 
ty? and ſhall the characters of Hitanio and A- 
MANDA become the ſport of every dunce who can 
ſpell, becauſe Di cax has been baſe enovgh to cail in 
print the wit and humour of the one, ribaldry, and 
the innocent unſuſpecting freedom o the other, lewd- 
neſs? forbid it chriftian charity forbid it juſtice ! for- 
bid it every endearing tie of focial, pleafurable inter- 
courle ! 


In common converſation the ſhrewd remark and hu- 
morous deſcription are readily forgiven, even by thoſe 
who are the objects of them, eſpecially when the man- 

ner 
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ner is liberal, and the intention not to expoſe. In ſuch 
cafes, the joke ends at the breaking up of the comp 
ny, nor does the ſting often laſt longer; but the preſs 
is always formidable, as it noi only diſſeminates, but 
gives a ſpecies of immortality to the reproach it firft 
conveyed, and the boy liſps the ſcandal which had 
been read to him by his grand-frre. For this reaſon, I 
have ever thought there was a wide difference be- 
tween occaſional reproof and public reprehenſion. By 
the former, thoufands have been reclaimed from their 
errors, by the latter, an infinitely greater number has 
been plunged into the depths of the moſt abandoned 
profligacy. From a conſciouſneſs of being expoſed, 
that delicate ſenſe of ſhame, the beſt preſervative a- 
gainſt vice, inſenſibly wears off, and the man, or wo- 
man, who is thus gibetted up to public cenſure, ge- 
nerally becomes fo hardened from provocation and 


deſpair, as in the end to deſerve it. Of this the De- 


cemvirs, thoſe wiſe legilators of ancient Rome, ſeem- 
ed properly convinced, hen they framed that excel- 
lent law of the Twelve Tables, whereby a'l defama- 
tory wriiings were ft bidden under the ſevereſt pe- 


nalties, even at an æra when Rowan liberty flouriſhed 


moſt ; and every perſon acquainted with the literary 
hitory of France, well knows that the admirable 
La BxuUytss, that great obſerver of nature, and 
painter of manners, who, in his Charaers, laſhed the 
vices and follies of his countrymen, with a view to 
their amendment, (in which he wonderfully fucceed- 
ed) could never once be prevailed upon by the in- 
quiſitive, not only to publiſh, but even to afford the 
moſt diſtant hint of the names of any who had fat for 
pictures ſo little flattering ; rightly judging, that he 
who meant to 1eform mankind, ſhould not begin by 
offending them. We 
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We read in ancient hiſtory, that the Ctetans enact- 
ed a law forbidding the ute of arms to ſlaves, and in 
general to all perſons of low birth and education, T 
could wiſh ſomething. of the k ind were to take place 
amongſt us with teſpect to the matter under conſide- 
ration, and that the privi ege of animadverting in 
print upon our neighbours: were confined to thoſe, 
whoſe good hearts and good breeding might, in ſome 
meaſure, inſure to us that they would not make an 
improper uſe of it. We ſhould not then ſee the peace 
of a worthy family wantonly deſtroyed, or the big 
tear called into the eye of beauty in diſtreſs, of inno- 
cence uprotected, merely to gratity the malevolence 
of ſlander. The fair, in particular, to attack whom 
it is cowardice, and to offend, cruelty, would then be 
ſpared, and, inſtead of feverities, would invariably re- 
ceive from us the moſt cordial tribute of tenderneſs, 
attention and gratitude, as due to that amiable part of 
the creation, to which we are fo largely indebted for 


every refinement of our manners, for every heighten- 
ing of our enjoy menis. 


To: theſe arguments, which I think ſufficient to 
check the rage of murdering upon paper, I muſt beg 
leave to add, that this ſpecies of compoſition ſeems to 
me to do as little honour to the head as to the heart 
of the writer, ſince to be juſt to a man's merit, is a 
much more difficult taſk than to eſpy and blazon his 
oddities, For the former, ſome knowledge of men, 
and perhaps of books, may be neceſſary, but as to the 
la ter, nothing more is requiſite than a tolerable ſhare 
of that kind of malignity which is fo natural to a lit- 
tle mind, and a thorough acquaintance with all the va- 
rious modes of abuſing, reviling, & c. which may, I 
apprehend, be acquired at any wrangle, or quarrel a- 
bout 
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bout town; for the ſame meaſure of underſtanding 
will furely anſwer to call a Gentleman either a c- 
.camb or a clown, and a Lady either a demirep or 4 
— . 


I ſhall therefore diſmiſs this paper, by giving it, as 
my opinion, to my reaets, that as we all have faults 
of our own, ſo we thould not only in kindneſs, but 
even in prudence, draw a yeil, whenever we can, over 
thoſe of of our neighbour, if we expect to be fo given 
ourſelves. In particular, the Jeffer failings of the 
Woxrny ſhould never be expofed—and this I think 
ſo reatonable on al! ſides, that the indulgence, which 
I thus tre ely extend to otheis, I ſhall in return lay 
claim to for aiylcli, From my friends and the pub- 
lic I ſhall hope for that countenance and encourage- 
ment, waich are fo neceffury to cheriſh and ſtrengthen 
an infant undertaking, and to the true critic I ſhall 
truſt tor that enlightened candour, which is ever 
ready to allow tor difficulties, and to overlook ſmall 
blemiſhes whenever it can, at all, commend. This 
will be co temper juſti @ with mercy, and is a duty 
we are all held to, nor will thoſe who xz aSoN and 
who FEEL find any hardihip in fulfilling it, I ſpeak 
not particularly towards me, who am only an inſignifi- 
cant individual, but towards that GREAT COMMU= 
N1TY around them, the members of which they are 
COMMANDED, not only to BEAR wich, but alſo To 
LOVE EVEN AS THEMSELVES, = 
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CCC 
No. 19 Monday May 28, 1770. 


Per ⁊gariss caſus, per tot diſcrimina rerum. 
Vir. 


— 


To Mr. Fux. 
SIR, | | 
EZ I return for the entertainment and inſtruc- 
1 IA tion! have received fiom your ſpecula- 
BA tions, I ſend you, as an illuſtration to 
XT your eſſay on politencis, a detail of the 
occurrences of a day I ſpent on a viſit io an old 
friend during à late tour to the North of Ireland, 
which I had undertaken by the advice of my phy ſici- 
aus, in order to get rid of a great debility of the 
nerves, anda troubleſome althma, My ſufferings on 
the occaſion were complicated and various, but the | 
impieſſion they left on both mind and body has been 
ſo laſting, that I am afraid it will end but with my life, 


and therefore am certain thai I ſhall not omit the mi- 
nuteſt circumſtance of the extraordin:ry accidents 5 
that beſell me, which will, I hope be a ſufhcient warn- C 
ing to all perſons of delicate nerves, to prevent them i 
from uaadviſedly falling into the ſame misfortunes. f 
J entered the court-yard at the inſtant my friend K 
had returned from a fox chaſe with a numerous ſuite n 
of country gentlemen, who had been partakers of the 0 
ſport. I ſcarce knew where I was, when I found 
myſelf ſuddenly ſtraitened for want of breath. My ; 
friend it ſeems had thrown his arms round my neck, : 


and kifſed me into a ſuffocation, As ſoon as I had 
with 
| 
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with ſome difficulty eſcaped this danger, I was intro- 
duced to all his brother ſportſmen, and obliged to 
undergo a repetition of the ſame ceremony with every 
one of them, ſo that by the time it was over, I not 
only found a fit of the aſthma coming upon me, bur, 
after the pains I had taken at the inn to dreſs myſelf 
in the beſt manner, my face was ſo begrimed with 
duſt and ſweat, and my ſhirt was ſo dirtied, that I 
was obliged to put on a clean one, and waſh myſelf 
all over before I was in a condition to be introduced 
to the ladies of the family, 


As my ſpirits are exceedingly weak, they were vaſtly 
ruffled by ſo rude an encounter, but, as I was go- 
ing up ſtairs, I flattered myſelf I ſhould find more 
politeneſs in the drawing-room. Upon my entrance 
I ſaw the lady of the houſe with a very numerous 
family about her, conſiſting not only of her own 
children (and ſhe had been very fruitful,) but the 
whole generation of dependents, couſins, aunts, grand- 
mothers, and great-grand-mothers, who had been 
aſſembled for the purpoſe of a chriſtening, and formed 
ſuch a motley group that I could not help laughing. 
| ſaluted my friend's wife, and his eldeſt daughter, 
a hne girl, but was a good deal diſconcerted at being 
obliged to kiſs all the children, no leſs than eleven 
in number, not omitting the ſucking infant. 1 ſtept a 
few paces back in order to recover myſelf, and take 
a litttle breath, congratulating myſelf not a little on 
the manner in which I had executed this neceſſary 
operation, when, to my great confuſion and terror, 
I found that my friend had graſped me hard by the 
wriſt, and was preparing, with ſavage cruelty, to lead 
me round the room, and force me to receive the 
embraces of thoſe horrid figures of dried parchment. 


K Whe 
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Il ho looked not lite th' inhabitants of earth 
But yet were on it; h ſhould be women, 
And yet their beards forbade me to interpret 
That they were ſo. 


The oldeſt of the ladies, a little deſormed woman, 
with a crutch, in an elbow cha'r, who had taken it 
into her head that I was f>n:e diſtant relation to her, 
thought proper to be more particujar in her civili— 
ties to me on that account, and accordingly thre 
her withered arms round my neck; but untoitu- 
nately for me, the inſtant ſhe applied her ſkinny lists 
to mine, ſhe was ſeized with a violent fit of cough- 
ing. I firuggled hard and made many efforts to diſ- 
engage myſelt, but all in vain; ſome ſudden convul- 
ſion had taken poſſeſſion of har arms, and I was vbliged 
to remain in that horrible fituation till the fit was 
over. 


You will eafily conceive that this laſt accident 
alone was fuflicient to throw me into a copious per- 
ſpiration. i was really near fainting, and was juſt 
going to intreat that the windows ſhould be opened to 
give me a little air, when, not withſtanding my remon- 
ſtrances, I was thruſt into the chair next to a blazing 
fire, for as J was a itranger I malt be put into the 
war:ueſt place, and I mult be cold after my ride. As 
it was imp ble for any human being to remain many 
minutes in i” hot an atmoſpiere, I gave myſell up 
for a gone man, and calmly refigned myſelf to my 
fate, When fortunately the dinner was announced. 
I -ep*&-1 ſome ceremony amongſt the ladies upon 
this occaſion, but, to do them juitice, they were not 
more than ten minutes tn adjuſting the jmportant mat- 
ter of præcedence and left the room. I was prepar- 
ing to follow them, when my ears were affailed with 

a confuſed 
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a confuſed noiſe of Sir, you're next the door; Sir, Tl 
follow you ; By no means, Sir: \o! at all, Sir, As 1 
imagined this great point wou'd not be determined in 
leſs than an hour, and would have been again re- 
peated below ſtairs at the parlour. door, I bethought 
myſelf of a ſtratagem, and advanceing to the top of 
the {tairs. cried out, Gentlemen the veniſon will be good 
for nothing; this took effect indeed, but, unfortunately 
for me, they ruſhed out all together in a body, and, 
as ] was ſoremoſt, I was thrown down ſtairs and got 
a violent contuſion on my forehead. A never-fail- 
ing family-plaiſter was applied by the good oid 
ladies as ſoon as poſſible, but before my friend had 
called us each by his name, and ſeated us at table 
according to our rank, the dinner in reality was good 
for n#thing. 

[ was ſeated at table very happily, as I thought, 
between the miſtreſs of the houſe and her eldeſt 
daughter, and, as being the greateſt ſtranger, was 
helped firſt, but by no means to my liking, for though 
1 defired a piece of a leg of mutton near the handle, 
I was told that was only fit for the dogs, and the 
whole joint was cut up in order to furnich me with 
the knuckle-bone and pope's eye. I called for bread 
repeatedly, but as the whole company had begun 
hob or-nobbing, the ſervants could nct attend me, 
or did not hear me. At lat, being naturally paſſi- 
onate, I reſolved to exert the whole force of my 
lungs in calling once more, but, lifting up my head 
{or that putpote with ſome violence, I truck it againſt 
a falver of wine, that the ſervant awkwardly held 
over me, and all the wine, glaſſes, &c. ſhowered down 
on me in a torrent ; part of it filled my plate, and 
the teſt was expended on my pea-gieen coat which ! 

K 2 | have 
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have never been able to appear in ſince. I then re- 
queſted the drumſtick of a turkey, but to no purpoſe, 
no body could poſſibly eat of it, but was helped to 
the breaſt, of which I could not tafte, as the daugh- 
ier had taken great pains to bruiſe the liver in the 
ſauce, in ſpite of all I could ſay. I caſt my eye on a 
loin of veal, and flattered myſelf I ſhould be able to 
make my dinner of it, as the outfide, which I don't 
like, was all cut off, After many apologies that he 
had not reſerved a bit of che brown for me, my 
friend helped me to the kidney, with all the fat upon 
ic. As my appetite had ſome what increaſed from the 
delay, I was beginning to eat with ſome precipita- 
tion, when the mother and daughter, both at the 
ſame time, poured a deluge of melted butter on my 


plate, which overflowing abſolutely ruined my beſt 


pair of breeches. At that ve:y inſtant two plates of 
roatt veniſon, with currant jelly ſauce, which had 
been handed at different ſides all round the table, 
with Sir, I beg you'll take it Sir; I'm in no hurry; 


Sir, tis time enough, happened to ſtrike together juſt 


under my noſe, broke to pieces, and deſtroyed a 
white ſattin waiitcoat I had got made for the expe- 
dition, beſides irrecoverably ſtaining a pair of ruffles, 
worked on purpoſe. for me by my couſin Jenny. 


From the prodigious agitation of my ſpirits I be- 
became very th'rity and called for ſome bottled beer, 
which I had heard much commended ; one of the 
old laꝗies wiſely obſerved that it was too windy, and 
that ſhe never taſled it in a genieel company for fear 
of certain indecent effects. I called for cyder, ano- 
ther lady told me, ſhe had always found it too rough 
for her bowels, but they all unanimouſly agreed that 
as | looked pale and weakly, 1 muſt drink wine and 


Water. 


ear 


hat 


ter. 


No. 19 Or, FLyn's SyEcCULATIONS. 113 


water. To this I was obliged to ſubmit, tho? with 
great reluctance, as I think it the worſt mixture in 
the world. 


By this time my appetite grew exceeding ſharp, 
and as I had reſolved not to loſe my dinner entirely, 
| ſcized upon a pigeon that was near me, and was 
on the point of putting a bit into my mouth, When. 
as if from a conſpiracy to ſtarve me, every perſon at 
the table roared out, Sir I drink your bealth; Sir, my 
humble ſervice to you. I had already been hob- 
or-nob'd two and twenty times, and every body had 
drunk my health thirteen times, and as I found this 
was ſtill to be repeated, I laid down my knife and 
fork, and the ret of the dinner I ſpent entirely in 
returning the compliment with Sir, I thank you, and 
curſed moſt heartily in my own mind both Love and 
Friendſbi p. 

The water was ſerved, and the miſtreſs of the houſe 
waited till every body had waſhed their mouths 
and {pit about, to make the uſual concluding ſpeech 
of aſſuring the company, that nobo.ly had eat a bi; 
that day, and that ſhe was ſorry ſhe had not got ſome- 
thing that they could have liked. They aſſured her 
in their turn that they had cat monſtroully and 
prodigiouſly ; which was true in fact, as was evi- 
dent from their ſweaty countenances, which the ladies 
endeavoured to cool by pulling their fans out of 
their pockets, and the genilemen by opening their 
waiſtcoats, and the boſoms of their ſhirts, 


The ladies retired, and the piper was introduced, 
I con grew heartily ſick of wine, noiſe and nonſenſe, 
and would have left the room, but to my great mor- 
tikcation found the door locked. I prayed and in- 


treated but to no purpoſe, my diſappointment pro- 
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duced a hearty laugh, and my friend made me fit 
down again, aſſuring me, to my great comiort, tha: 
nobody had ever dined with him that did not get a 
hearty bottle, or in other words, was made dead 
drunk, The beſt wine loſes it flavour in bad com- 
pany. It had alſo loſt its uſual effect on me, for in 
proportion as the company grew outrageouſly merry 
I funk into extreme ſtupidity. However, my friend 
falling aſleep ſoon aſter, I took the advantage of it, 
ſtole the key of the door out of his pocket, and ſet 
myſelf at liberty. 


The fatigues of the day had ſo exhauſted my 
ſtrength and ſpirits, that I had much ado to creep 
up ſtairs to bed. In the way J met the miſtreſs of 
the houſe, who told me that ſhe had ordered 
the ſtate-bed for me. Upon enquiry I found that 
by lying in ftate I ſhould infallibly get the rheuma- 
tiſm, as the bed had not been lain in for nine months, 
but I was obliged to acquieſce, and went to bed, hav- 


ing requeſted that there ſhould be no fire in the room 
for fear of the aſthma, and taken particular care to 


draw back the curtains. My exceſſive wearineſs 
ſoon ſet me to ſleep, but I had not been long in that 
ſituation when I awoke, with great terror, in a ſtate 
of ſuffecation. It was ſome time before I could re- 
collect myſelf enough to find out the cauſe, which 
was a great ſmoke. I thought the houſe might 
have been on fire, and was leaping out of bed ina 
great hurry, but found the bed was cloſed on all fides 
and barred my paſſage, nor could | get even a hand 
out toring the bell. My amazement was excellive, as 
] could not conceive the reaſon of my confinement. 
but I was ſoon let into the cauſe of it by the lady o? 
the houſe, whom the noiſe I made had brought into 

the 


No. 20. Or, FLyn's SerEcULAaTIONS, 115 


the room. She told me, that for fear J ſhould get 
cold, the had got a fire made in the room, and as the 
could not Conceive how any mortal could lie with 
the curtains open, ſhe and her maid had been em- 
ployed an hour in pinning them up. 

[ left the inhoſpitable manſion early in the mora- 
ing, thanking my ſtars that J had eſcaped from a 
family in which I had not for the whole time done 
any thing but what was dilagreeable to me, and where 
[ bad literally been almoſt killed with kindneſs, 

I am, Sir, your very humble ſervant, 


M. TIM. TENDER. 


CCC 


No. 20. Thurſday, May 21, 1770. 


Rure wacuo potitur, et aperto ethere 
Innocuus errat SEN. Hipp. 


1 
* 


XXX Roſe very early the other morning in or- 
PA Ni der to ſet about a ſpeculation ; but finding 
BN Fa myſelf much indiſpoſed, I threw away my 
* * pen, and determined to unbend my mind 
by walking into the country, and devoting that one 
day entirely to diſſipation and amuſement. Accord- 
inzly I took my route fouthward, that I might the 
better loſe myſelf in ſcenes conpleatly retired, and 
leave behind me every trace of the river below the 
town, which, however beauiiſul to the eye, keeps up 
in the mind an idea of buſineſs and hurry, that to 

me ſeems totally inconſiſtent with rural imagery, 
There are few perſons better fitted to enjoy a 
ſcheme of this kind than I am. The nerves of my 
Imagination 
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imagination (if I may uſe the phraſe) are uncommon- 
ly ſeuſit ve to the change of ſeaſons. The return of 
this delightful month always brings with it a peculiar 


ſuite ot ideas which I have no language to expreis. In 


winter, [I teel every avenue to the fancy as it were 
fryzen and blocked up, except when occafionally relax- 
ed by an artificial thaw of chearful ſociety, or when 
Jam carried into a more genial climate by the gentle 
conveyance of a book. But at this time I grow 
young again. My mind partakes in the general re- 
novation of nature, It unbinds and opens with the 
earth at the ſun's return, and bæcomes enamelled with 
ten thouſand flowery ideas for which I have no 
naine. 


The truth is, that in the early part of life, when 


the imagination is warm and active, and apt to ani- 
mate every object about us with thoſe gay tints which 


no pencil but it's own can impart, my hours were 


ſpent more among books than men. Works of fancy 
were principally my amuſement, and affociations of 
pleaſing images, beyond the extent of nature, were 
formed, which will hold their place when the mind is 
rendered, by time and common life, too groſs and 
inert to combine any more. This happy circumſtance 
detaches me, in a great meaſure, from dull realities, 
and ſets me free from the narrow circle of reaſon and 
the ſenſes. Thoſe only who are in this valuable ſe— 
cret can Conceive the boundleſs entertainment which 
it affords. It deals entirely in metamorphoſes, and 
varies every ſhape ro it's own liking with the utmoſt 
facility. It raiſes images too fine and fickle to abide 
the mental analyſis of Locke, and tinges them with 
colours of which the laborious ſfagicity of NEwToN 
never dreamed. 


Full 
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Full of this happy diſpoſition I got out of the town 
juſt as the ſun began to ſhew the edge of his magnifi- 
cent / ſurface above the hill, and in a few minutes, his 
whole orb was 1n view in all it's grandeur. To a per- 
ſon generally confined in town ſuch a proſpect is ſin- 
gularly ſtriking. My attention was immediately 
arreſted, and | ſtood fer ſome time to admire this firſt 
object of inanimate creation, with a kind of mixed 
delight, which a contemplative mind can conceive 
better than I can deſcribe. Is it not amazing, thought 
I, that ſo many who are indulged with opportunities 
of enjoying this unequalled ſcene, ſhall prefer to it 
the feveriſh bed of floth, and never fee it in their 
lives ; or, if ſeen, regard it only as the fource of prĩ- 
vate profit by it's influence on the earth, or the me- 
chauical meaſuter of that time which they ſhame- 
fully miſemploy ! the idolatry of the poor Perfian 
is religion when compared with ſuch inſenſibility! 


But recollecting the purpoſe of the day, I broke from 
my reverie, and purſued my way through all the 
frethaels of the morning, with a delicious chearfulneſs 
of ſpirits, turning into every by path that offered, 
until, about ſeven o'clock, I found myſelf in a lovely 
ſpot, ſurrounded with every circumſtance of rural 
beauty. It lay on an ealy ſlope, but retired under the 
projection of a hill, and commanded an extenſive 
view. I threw myſelf on a tuft to enjoy the ſcene. 
The ſpires of the town roſe faintly at a diſtance, and, 
with the ear of tancy, I could 


Hear, and but hear, the human tempeſt roar. 


Vernal pleaſures, in all their youthful forms, crowded 
about me. The infant verdure of the trees and grafs 
ſtill 1etained the lovelv varniſh of the dew. Round all 
the hills the rich flowering furze ran like a vein of 


gold. 


| 
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gold. The air was alive with native muſic ; and from 
the wildings and hawthorns came, in every breeze, 
2 fragrance more deliciouſly reviving than all the 
| ſweets of the garden. My powers became all relax- 
ed with pleaſure, and I lay diſſolved in luxury more 
ſoft and refined than ever Afiatic att produced. Every 
ſenſe was gratified, and fancy called up all her airy 
train, The images of playful, vacant childhood 
firſt recurred, when I ſported as innocent and heed- 
leſs as the lambs that were friſking round me. When 
the quickneſs of young ſenſibility gave a poignancy 
to the moſt confined enjoyments, and the ſimpleſt ob- 
jects were pleaſing, becauſe they were new. Theſe 
ſoon gave place to all the various forms of poetic 
fiction, which had entered the mind with the firſt ru- 
diments of learning, and were cheriſhed there, for 
their elegance, by progreflive reaſon ; and to theſe 
ſucceeded the more gay and captivating pictures of 
romance, not only the favourites of the fancy, but 
| enceared to ripening manhood by their ſecret con- 
| 
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| nection with the paſſions. I became, in ſhort, in- | 
| volved in a ſeries of the ſweeteſt 3 that can 
| be imagined, and in a thouſand ſcenes both of the | 
| tender, and the marvellous, which, if I could deſcribe 
| 
| 


1 


them, I ſhould, to avoid the charge of inianity, 
conceal, ; 

From this pleaſant dream J was awakened by the 
ſprightly voice of mirth and muſic. It happened to 
ö be a holiday, and the young people of the neighbour- 
hood had aiſembled in their belt dreſſes, decorated 

| with the gayeſt ribbons and flowers, to pay their an- 
nual tribute to the ſeaſon, and were marching down 
| the hill in very pretty array, to the ſound offthe 
merry pipe, in order to celebrate their rites on the 


banks of a little river which ran below. My temper 
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of mind was exactly fitted for ſuch an adventure, 
and I haſtily joined the happy party, reſolved to 
take a ſhare in the ſports and frolics of the day. A 
ſweet ſmiling girl of ſeventeen, full of native beauty. 
offered me her hand with ſo much modeſt grace, that, 
tho' I was a good deal out of practice, 1 could not 
poſſibly refuſe. We had not danced long when a 
a groupe of ladies, from an adjacent ſeat, were 
drawn toward us by the noiſe of our merriment, and 
honoure:{ us with their preſence, bringing with them 
all the radiance of poliſhed beauty, to heighten the 
gaicty of our ſimple ſcene. One particularly ſeemed 
to be HeBe hertelt, come down in all the bloom of 
yourhfu] luſtre, to preſide over the revels of her own 
ſeaſon. A cold repaſt was ſoon after, by their di- 
reQion, ſpread for us on the graſs, where we feaſted 
with a joy not generally found at ſumptuous tables, 
atten-ted by found health, gay laughter, and untaught 
politeneſs. Our ſports were afterwards renewed, di- 


l verſified with many interludes of rural courtthip, 
- which the genial ſeaſon never fails to inſpire, and it 
1 was very amuling to obſerve the various little arts of 
- pleaſing, which love ſuggeſted to the un inſtructed 
e heart, and the ſoft reſpect with which it tempered 
, all the glow ng ardors of nature. The we.ccrn ſky 

now began to declare the ſun's approach, and the 
0 company were tepoſing on the graſs in a ſtate of 
0 pleaſing languor ; When we were ſuddenly regaled, 


from the hill above, with two fine French horns, 
which ſweetly ſaluted the declining day, and filled 
all the plain with the moſt exquiſite tenderneſs of 
harmony. | 


A thinking mind, ſurrounded with pleaſures, is apt 
to ruu into reflections un their inſtability. This train 


of 


Li 
Y o 
3 * 
4 * 


120 Tux MorkRN MowiTtos; No. 20. 


of ideas is very obſervable in all the deſcriptions of 
the {pring which are left us by the Roman poets, and 
was probably the cauſe why the Peralia, or feſtivals 
of D: aTHn, were celebrated immediately after thoſe 
of VENnUus and Pax, about this very time of the 
year, | 

My ſpring of life, thought I, is paſt, for ever. My 
ſummer too is far advanced, and begins to aiſume the 
faded hue of autumn. Life alas! moves not in a cir- 
cle with the ſeaſons, but each ſucceſſive moment bears 
us ſtill farther from our firſt point, leaves light, and 
love, and gaiety behind, and hurries us, through the 
increaſing ſhade of time, into the myſterious gloom of 
eternity. Am ] not to look backward ? I had barely 
a glimpſe of youth, when it was paſſed. Before in- 
attention allowed me to enjoy, or perceive, the day, 
the ſun began to fink from the meridian, Yet my fan- 
Cy is {till fondly imprefſed with the ide of it's luſtre; 
and wiſhes to invert it's progreſs. Buſy Reflection 
tells me what good | might have done, what joys I 
have negleQed, and fl »w Experience points out to me 
thoſe errors, which Time forbids me to retrieve. It 
is vain to look back. I am carried along in the irte- 
ſiſtable vortex of exiſtence. The leſſening objects 
behir:d (em to bid me an eternal farewel, and Plea- 
ſure, the great aim and end of Being, has eluded my 
greſp, and ſmiles at my diſappointment. But am ! 
formed for no more? Does the future afford no re- 
fource ? Adieu, ye fleeting, pleaſing phantoms! my 
courſe lies forward. As ye recede, new, and much 
brighter, objects open on {my eye; and I go on with 
a chearful confidence, that THE HAND which gave 
me Being, will crowa it with an eternal SeRIN G. 
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Semita certe 
Tranquille per virtutem patet unica vite, 


— — — — 


Joy, 


XETENORA D, firnamed AL Aczar, or the 
7 M XS Great, ſon of So.1man the magnificent, 
N the delight of all hearts, the roſe of the 
os M garden, the ruby of the world, the won- 
der of princes, and the conqueror of the earth, aſ- 
cended the throne of his father at the age of eighteen. 
Health ſparkled in his eye, the flower of beauty 
bloomed on his countena nce, and the vigour of 
youth ſhot through his veins. Undebauched by the 
effeminacy of a ſeraglio, his youth had been ſpent 
in warlike exerciſes, to dart the ſwift javelin, throw 
the ſpear, tame the fizry ſteed of Caramania, follow 
the ſwift hare up the ſnowy fides of Caucaſus and 
Chaſe the panting deer over the flowery plains of Sa- 


marcand, 


Hamer, the companion of his youthful pleaſures, 
was the firſt to fall proſtrate before the throne. 
Accept, ſaid he, great Caliph, the obeiſance of 
„ the loweſt of thy flaves, thy faithful Hamer, 
% Shower down honours and riches on others, Hamer 
only aſks to live in the favour of the emperor of 
© the eaſt, to exiſt but in the ſmiles of him, at whoſe 


* nod monarchs tremble, and whoſe majeſty like 


the ſun illuminates the world.” The ear of Mo- 
RAD Was open to flattery, he raiſed him from the 
L ground 


* ; 
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ground, gave him the command of bis armies, be- 
flowed upon him immenſe treaſures, and in the ar- 
dour of youthful affection ſoon made him Viſir. 


Hauer took pains to engage the king in pleaſures 
of all kinds, to divert his mind from the cares of do- 
minion. The nobles were denied acceſs to him; the 
people were oppreſſed, yet dared not complain u hilſt 
the emp-ror lay ſunk in indolence and inactive in 
the lap of pleaſure. | 


Moxad lay down to reſt and thus he cried, © O 
* friend{hip, thou balm of liſe, without thee even 
* loyalty is a torment, "The government of the 
eaſt would to me be inſuppoitable. My faithful 
„Hauer has alone taken the burthen on his ſhoul- 
„ ders, and with anxious care directs the helm of 
« ftate, that I ſtiould be at eaſe and happy. In 
„ fr4ndihip alone + happineſs Happy am TI that 
* kaye ſuch a friend. What is the wealth of the 
© Tndies without it! It is more worth than the gold 
of the Ganges ot the diamonds of Golconda,” He 
then reſolved to confer new honours and more riches 
on bis favourite and feil.afleep. The Hermit gf Da- 
me/cus, the wiſe Saadi, appeared to him in a dream, 
and thus he ſpoke. ** Raſh and unthinking youth. 
++ Thou are not fi to govern. Know that thy faith- 
ful Hamer is a traitor. He has formed a: conſpi- 
„ racy to dethione thee. See him this inſtant with 
a poniard at thy bieaſt. Awake, or live no more.“ 
He awoke, and his dream was verified. The faich- 
leſs Hamer had liſted his hand to deprive his maſter 
of life,. The emperor ruſhed en him, ſeized his 
poniard and with it ſtabbed hi to the heart. New 
:onfpiracies were formed, as the evil govern- 


ment introduced by the favguiite ſtill continued. 
The 
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The unhappy Moxab had no riend. He ſunk into 
deſpair and refuſed his focd. 

Mraz A, the chief of the black eunuchs, thus ad- 
dreſſed the emperor. Greateſt of morta's, waſte 
„ not thy life in fruitleſs complaints. Bebold the 
« gifts which nature has laviſhed for thy uſe. Thy 
« feraglio is filled with the fairet of women. 
„The ſweeteſt flowers of the univerſe wait thy 
© withes. The lively and accompliſhed Greek, the 
« black eyed Cir caſſian, the blue-eyed Georgian and 
melting daughter of the Nile, all attend thy plea- 
* ſure. Hear the voice of Zatrxa more ſweet than 
the nightingale, whoſe eyes are brighter than the 
« pearls of Afric, and whole breath is ſweeter than 
* the perfumes of Arabia. Hear how ſhe ſings and 
„ melts the ſoul to madneſs.” 

Happy youth, favoured of Heaven, whilf the 
„ wanton ſpring of health pours upon you her bloom- 
ing bonours, let not glory ſeduce you with her de- 
* lufve blaze to paſs in troubles and perils th's deli- 
& cious ſeaſon, the prime of life. Wiſdom points 
6 out the road to pleaſure. Nature beckons you 
« to follow her in that ſmooth and flowery path. 
„Will you ſhut your ears to their commanding 
© voice? Will you harden your heart ts their futt 
©« alutements? Oh ! deluded mortal, thus to loſe your 
« youth, to throw away ſo invaluable a pietent, to 
« trifle with ſo periſhable a bi: ſing: 

MoxaD could no longer withſtand the melody of 
the ſyren's voice, or reſiſt the call of pleaſure. He 
had the who'e ſeraglio brought into bis preſence, 
his appetite was provoked with unbounded va- 
riety, and the minifters of his wiſhes ranſacked ail 
nature to add poignancy to his enjoy ment. Whea 


of L 2 thus 
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thus he cried, © For ever let me ſpread my limbs on 
« this bed of roſes; and thus, thus for ever feel the 


delicious moments with ſoft and downy ſteps 
„ glide along. See, the fair AyesHa, with a ſmile 
that diffuſes ſun-ſhine on the heavens and the 


earth, preſents me with delicious fruits, whilit the 
* rapturous FATIMA pours the molt fragrant oils 
on my head.” 

But alas! nature was ſoon exhauſted, the roſes loſt 
their hue, the fruit its flivour, and the beauties of the 
ealt, who had intoxicated his ſenſes with ſuch de- 
light, folicited in vain his ſated appetite. The rich- 
eſt wines were called for, the moſt exhilarating po- 
tions were mixed, his lamps ſcattered coſtly par- 
fun-s, and nature ſ:emed again. reſtored. Mor aD 
exclaimed * Wine thou greateſt of bleſſings, thou 
gift cf Providence, how haſt thcu cheered my 
© fickning ſoul ; thy ſprightly vapours play about 
* my heat; thou haſt reſtored to the ruſe 115 hue, 
and to the fruit its flavour. Thou hat enabled 
* me again to renew the feaſt, with which, from too 


„ much enjoyment, my ſenſes were nearly ſated; 


"Ti 


with thy aſſiſtance will my lite pals in endleſo plea- 
s ſure.” 

Nis conflituticn, tho' ſtrong as the mountain- 
cedar, was ſoon debilitated by exceſs ; his cheeks, 
tuo' booming as the vernal rote, loit their colout 3 
his piercing eyes weie deprived of their brightneſs, 


any a torpid numbuels ſeized thoſe limbs, that once 
could tear aſunder the jaws of the lion, His mind 


was corroded with the agony of diſcontent ; his 
heart, which before panted With the rapiures of joy, 
tearce animated the diſtempered machine, and the 
dark clouds of defpair threw the ſhades of death over 
ei ery object. „ HEALTH, 
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« HeaLlLTH, moſt defirable of all the Almighty's 
gifts, with thee may | paſs the remaining part of 
« my life, nor do thou refuſe to bleſs me with thy 
« reſidence, For whatever there is of pleaſure in 
« wealth, in ſovereign command, the higheſt ſummit 
« of human enjoyment, or in the extaſies of love 
« whatever delight or ſolace is granted by the Deity 
« to ſoften our fatigues, in thy preſence, thou parent 
„ of happineſs, all thoſe joys expand themſelves and 
&« flouriſh, in thy prefence blooms the ſpring of plea- 
« ſure, and without thee no man is happy.” 


125 


Thus ſaid MoxaD, pining in the bed ;of diſeaſe, 
and ſent far and near for the ſages of oiefick 'The 
pearls of the ocean were diſſolved, the ſpices of Ara- 
bia were diſtilled, and the reſtorative powers of all 
nature were employed to add new vigour to his 
nerves, and freſh balſam to his blood. The moſt 
potent remedies were uſed, but found ineffectual, 
and the art of the phyſicians was baffled. 


Mox ab, in hopeleſs anguith, exclaimed againfl Pra- 
vidence. ** Is. man then only put into this world to 
pe the ſport of ſuperior beings ? Are the pleaſures 
f this life thrown in our way, decked out in the 
* moſt enticing colours, only to lead us into pain 
* and miſery? Are our enjoyments heightened to 
** rapture but to make that miſery leſs ſupportable ? 
] was once happy in friendſhip ; my friend proved 
„ faithlets. My ſeraglio was filled with the choiceſt 
beauties of the univerſe, but in their embraces 
« lutked decrepitude and diſeaſe. The moſt delici- 
* ous wines and reviving cordials were ready to re- 
« new the ſickening appetite, and prevent the ap- 
« proaches of ſatiey; but at the bottom of the erbila- 
rating bow! lay death.” 


L 3 He 
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He ſeized a dagger and had almoſt plunged it into 
his breaſt, when the palace ſhook from its foundation, 
and, in the midſt of thunder, appeared As HAAKIT M, 
the angel of health, and theſe words pierced the ears 
of the aſtoniſied Mo RAD. 


Ceaſe, ſhort-fighted mortal, to arraign the de- 
crees of the Almighty, Thou complaineſt un- 
juſtly. Thy friend was faithleſs. No friendſhip 
can be laſting that is not founded in virtue. The 
„ great Author of all Things, who is Benevolence 
j « itſelf, has given to man the pleaſures of ſenſe to 

add to his happineſs. To enjoy is to obey ; but 

„the abuſe of his beſt gifts has hurried thee into 
diſtemper and premature old age. Thou haſt 
* ſtil] many years of life allowed thee, and may'ſt 
* ſtill be happy; but not in the exceſſes of ſenſu- 
al:ty or the intemperance Of riot. 


* VIXTUE ALONE IS HAPPINESS BELOW, 


Z. 
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KX Feel myſelf much in the ſame ſitua jon as 
PA ] MS a perſon, who had, for ſome important 
* Ys purpoſe, boldly undertaken a long journey 
LAX over a ſteep and difficult mountain, 
tþ:ough an un beaten narrow road, beſet with rocks 
and brambles, and every ſort of impediment, but had, 


by the dint of ſpirit and perſeverance, got ſafe through 
all 
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all, and arrived at the top of the eminence, from 
whence he ſees nothing but a gentle declivity, and 4 
fine champain country beto:ie him. I deſign this paper 
therefore as a kind of breathing-place, where I may 
ſtand for a while, and look back, with a ſecret exulta- 
tion, it what 1 have paſſed, and throw my eye for- 
ward on the pleaſing proſpect of my future road. My 
readers will, I hope, excuſe me if, after having come 
thus far for their ſakes, and being determined, on the 
fame motive, to proceed without farther delay, I de- 
dicate this one eſſay to my own indulgence, and te- 
lieve my fatigue with a little repaſt of egotiſm. 


Old Isaac BickerSTAFF was the firit that ſtruck 


out this method of inſtructing and amuſing the pub- 


lic. He was ſucceeded. by the Gentleman who wrote 
the SPECTATOR, a very modeſt man, with a ſhort 


face, which he inherited from his mother. This 


great writer had ſome private reaſons for concealing 
his name; but theſe being now at an end, I find myſelf 
at liberty to inform the world, that he alſo was a Bie- 
KERSTAFF, and nephew to Is AAC. Another old 
fellow, his ſecond couſin by the female line, then 
took up the pen, and ſupported the Gu Ax DIAN, for 
a conſiderable time, with almoſt equal appl.uſe. But 
here was a full ſtop ; and, for above balf a century, 
this art, like ſome other curious ones, has ſeemed to 
be totally loſt and extinct, notwithſtanding ſeveral 
ingenious efforts to revive it. 


I muſt now honeſtly confeſs that I ſhould not have | 
undertaken the taſk, but for one little circumſtance 
which gave me a ſtrong preſentiment of ſucceſs. This 
ſpecies of writing was evidently a family-gift, and, 
tho I was too modeſt in my firſt paper to fay any 


thing about it, the fact is, that lam pietty nearly alli- 


1 ed 


* 
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ed.in blond to all the beforementioned perſons, The 
caſe was this. 


Jenny DisTaFF, who was half-ſiſter to old Mr. 
BI CET ERST Ar, and aſſiſted him in his Jucubrations, 
was mariied to Mr, PLUMTREE, an eminent trader, 
with whom ſhe lived fifteen yeais, and left one daugh- 
ter. This young lady, who inherred all her mother's 
abilities, became the wife of a gentleman of the Mid- 
dle-temple, who, dying ſoon atter, left her at the age 
of eighteen, a diſconſolate widow, with a large for- 
tune. Her grief on the occaſion would probably have 
killed her, but that my grand father, a handſome black 
man of fix feet two inches, happened luckily to be 
juſt then in London, and was, after a follicitation of 
very near a fortnight, admitted to condole with her 
for life. They ſoon after came over to Ireland, where 
hs being engaged in pleaſures, and ſhe in books, the 
fortune was ſoon diſſipated, and- very little left for me 
bekdes the ſpare body, long viſage, and ſmall lively 
eyes of the BrCKERSTAFPFS, together with that 
knack of eſſay- writing, which our family ſeem to mo- 
nopolize by a patent from nature. 


Theſe inſtincts are really very unaccountable. I had 
no ſooner reſolved to write, than I fell into the track 

as naturally as a duck will ſwim, And yet J could 
not for my liſe teach another the art, It is a ſort of 
handineſs of the intellect, which it is impoiſible to 
communicate. Indeed we ſeem to have a kind of 
touch with the pen, as peculiar to our houſe, as that 
for curing the evil was ſaid to be to another line. It of- 
ten gives me great amuſement to review the many ef- 
forts v-hich have been made to imitate us, and obſerve 
with how much pains ſome ſenſible writers have kept 
clear 
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clear of the very point which they wanted to hit. 
Theſe attempts have however produced ſeveral valu- 
able diſcourſes, tho' hardly one ſingle eſſay. The 
truth is, they have been all written invita Minervs, 
and want that inexplicable ſomewhat, which muſt e- 
ver diſtinguiſh the TarLErs, SpECTATORS, GUAR- 
DIANS, and ny SPECULATIONS. 


W riters of all ages have been permitted to glory in 
having gone ſpiritedly out of the common path, and 
excelled in a kind of compoſition unknown to their 
time ard Country, TI think I may be allowed fome 
vanity on this head. Even our metropolis, tho” the 
reſidence of literature, has not produced a fingle 
peiſon who could periodically entertain the public, 
without the aid of politics or perſonal ſatire. And | 
am the happier at ny ſuccefs, becauſe it occurs at a 
criſis, when public matters ſeem to engrols the atien-v 
tion of almoſt every one, and party papers are the 
favourite kind of reading. It is therefore not a little 


to my praiſe that I have gained an audience amidſt 


the general clamor, and found ſuch numbers wao 


can reiith a plain diſh of innocent entertainment, 


without any oi the ſeaſoning of political acrimony. 
This however, I muſt gratefully acknowledge, re- 
fl-&s at leaſt as much honour on their taſte, as on my 
performances, 

As I mean in this paper to point out every thing 
that can poſſibly enhance my own merit as an author, 
let me put my reader in mind of my difficulties. The 
ſcene where all writings of value in this way have 
appeared, h-s been London, a little world in itſelf, and 
abounding more in extraordinary ineiJents, and va- 
rious characters than all the reſt of the globe. The 
invention there can never be diſtreſſed, and pictures 


of 
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of curious occurrences or amuſing particularit es may 
be freely drawn, without a poſſibility of gueſſing 
from whence they were taken: In this our little 
ſphere every thing is the reverſe. We are all here 
known to evety one, and not a ſingle feature could 
be ſtolen, without holding up the whole originab 
to public view. Nay, l own it is with fear that 1 
ſometimes- venture to draw a general portrait from 
the world at large, leſt, from fome unforeſeen circum- 
ſtance, it may be applied to an individual among our- 
ſelves. Beſides, writing is there a kind of trade, pur- 
ſued by men who have nothing elſe to do, and who, 
by aſſociating together, and communicating mutual 
hints, keep alive that inte lectual warmth which is 
neceſſary to a good production. I need not tell my 
readers how much Lam deficient in the article of 
leiſure. My interruptions will not indeed, at any time, 
allow me a chain of thought of two minutes long, 
except when I ſteal it from my reſt, Nothing. but 
my family-facility could bear me through; and I can 
farther with great truth am̃ m, that I have not been 
aſſiſted by any one friend, who is not engaged in the 
hurry of a public profeſſiun. 


Yet I beg it may be obſerved that, tho' thus limi- 
ted in ſubjects, ftraitened in invention, and con- 
fined in time, I have ventured my works into the 
world without the aid of any kind of decoration. 
The old gentleman who often viſits me, and knows a 
good deal of mankind, has formed a notion, that nine 
out of ten are goveined by little prejudices. * An 
eminent name, ſays he, awes a reader into a reſolu- 
* tion to be pleaſed ; but one of leſs note inclines 
him to run over the performance with a contemp- 
l * tuous inattention, or encourages him to claim a 

ſuperiority 
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fſuperiority, and conunence critic, Publiſh there- 
* fore your ſpeculations, as the work of ſome con- 
© ceale | Literati, and give them ſome important tive. 
Let them come out by themſelves, with an air of 
* conſequence. The ſure method to meet with de- 
* ference, is to claim it. Let the eye be pleaſed ; the 
paper and type of the fineſt kind; and above all, do 
not degrade your productions by a place in a com- 
mon News-paper, Iknow the world, Mr. FLYN 3 
believe me the way to get through it is by forcing 
reſpe&, and riſing on the incolence of lore, and the 
ignorance of others, by a pow-pous out- Hie, and per- 
_ © ſevering ſelt-ſufficiency.” 


This was his advice at my firſt ſetting out. 1 
thanked him, but begged leave to decline it. I will 
truſt, ſaid I, to the good ſenſe and candor of my rea- 
ders. The little arts of a writer I diiclaim. No con- 
trivance of the pre's can give value to abſurdity or 
dulneſs; and if my works cannot ſupport themſelves, 
I am contented they ſhould fall. No falſe ornaments 
ſhall (if J can avoid it) load either my ſentiments or 
ſtile, Iwill endeavour to ſhun being abſtruſe, poeti- 
cal, or important on common ſubjeQs, and preſerve 
an vaiform ſimplicity, except where the occaſion calls 
naturally on me to riſe. Every reader of taſte well 
knows, that a tranſpoſition or creation of words, 2 
conſtant uſe of metaphor, and a profuſion of epithets, 
are within the reach of any ordinary genius, and that 
it is much eaſter to write a RaMBLEx than a SyE c= 
TaTOR. Lace and embroidery are a good diſguiſe 
for the defects of ſhape ; but Iwill follow the faſhion 
of my family, and, in compliment to the public, will 
take the pains to be plain, My works ſhall go, with- 
out any incteaſe of price, as an amuling prelude — 

the 
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the news of the day, and I have no apprehenſion that 
any one will be weak enough to value them the less. 
Nor will I conceal my name. A diſcerning mind will 
examine into merit detached from little circumſtances ; 
it will conſider, not who writes, but what is written, 
and ſet an equal value on good ſenſe, whether it be 
publiſhed under the name of FLyn or of App150N. 


To find my confidence in wy readers not ill-found- 
ed, gives me unſpeakable pride, and animates me to 
go through any difficulties to pleaſe them. My aſſiſt- 
ants are increaſing, my beſt mate ials untouched, and 
T feel an ardent, honeſt ambition, for future as well 
as preſenc applauſe. Yet I ftincerely defire to have 
tharers in my fame. Learning, taſte, and knowledge 
of human nature, lie hoarded in many private repo- 
fucories about me, which I with to draw out for the 
general good, An entire eſſay is not required. The 
diamond's value lies in a ſmall compatls, and a ſingle 
hint may be pregnant with a thouſand rich deduc- 
tions. From perions of genius in the country, I ſhould 
expect conſiderable aid. Their leiſure, retirement, 
and the ſcenes about them, ſhould naturally (I 1ma- 
gine) diſpoſe them to revive their early reading, in- 
dulze the ſancy, and amuſe a heavy hour in putting 
their thoughts together on ſome elegant or inſtructive 
ſubject. But, from the gentlemen of the ſacred order, 
my hopes are particularly ſanguine. Compoſition 
is to them habitual, and muſt conſequently be eaſy. 
They know the various nature of man; that 

A verſe may catch him, who a ſer mon flies; 
and ſo may an eſſay. Some of thoſe valuable leſſons 
which are heard but by few, and by them not always 
with due attention, may captivate the fancy in a new 


and more airy diets, and by this general conveyance 
ditfuſe 
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diffuſe their influence through the community at 
large. I am convinced it is as much their deſre, as 
their duty, to do good, and that they will therefore 
embrace every opportunity of effecting it, tho noi 
exactly in the track of their profeſſion! 

Some wag will prohably ſay, that J have not onh 
taken a meal, but alſo a nap, after my fatigue; but 
T promiſed 'in the beginning of this paper to be dull, 
and as it relates all to myſelf, I have a right to be 
ſo. One yawn and a ftretch, and away [I go for- 
ward with double ſpirit on the ſervice ef the public, 


my ever kind and affectionate maſters. * 


— — | 
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—— 2 fit, ut omnis 
Votiva pateat veluti deſcripta tabella 
Vila — w—_— Hos. 
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KZEXS I was fitting the other day in my ſhop, 
BY A NA meditating on the ſubject of a new Spe- 
X a culation, a ſervant, on hot ſeback, in gen- 
XXX teel livery, ſtopped at the door, with a 
packet in his hand, which he ſaid his young miſtreſs 
had ordered him to deliver to no perſon but myſef, 
I ſeized ic with tranſport, and as this is but the ſecond 
tavour I have been honoured with from the Ladies, 
thall poſtpone all other matters to obey the com- 
mands of the gay CLARIV DA. 
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To Mr. FI vx. 
SIR, | 

| You have ſolicited the correſpondence of moſt 
ranks of people, and among the reſt of the Ladies; 
but I don't find that more than one ſingle female has 
condeſcended to pit down her though's on paper, 
and ſend them to y-u. TI am not at all ſurprized at 
it; and if you can bear that a woman ſhould 
yen'pre to find fault with your Speculations, and 
what is more, have the preſumption te give you ad- 
vice, you ſhall know the reaſon. I ſhall firit how- 
ever premile, with a very grave writer of your ſex, 
„that women, as they have more delicate paſſions 
than men, have a more delicate taſte in dreſs, equi- 
4 page and the ornaments of life. He adds (which 
I give you as a bin) any excellency in theſe hits 
their taſte mach ſooner than ours, and when es 

e pleaſe their taſte, you ſoon engage their affe ctions.“ 
Moſt periodical writers, ſince the time of the 
SptECTaTORS, TATLERS, and GUanDIans, have 
taken thoſe eſteemed writers for their model, without 
conſidering that a few years make a great alteration, 
not only in the externa] part, the cuſtoms and faſhions, 
but in the manners of a people. To talk in our way, 
ie it to be imagined, that a full perriwig down to the 
wail, a gold ſnuff-box, and an amher-headed cane, 
with ſockings rolled above the knees, wewuld- now 


captivate the affections of even a girl at a boatding- 


{choo! ? And vet thoſe, in the time of the Ser cr a- 
TOR, abaut the year 1711, were the neceſſury ap- 
purtenances to the perſnn of every man of faſhion. 
It would be tedious to deſcend to particula:s, but 
ler any perſon pick out Mr. Arp1soN's, and a few 
other papers from that coll Rion, and the tema inder 
will 
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will be equally unedifying and uninterefting. The 
TATLER was originally, like your SPECULATIONS, 
al the head of a news- paper, containing, amongſt other 
piriiculars, a recital of the motions of the allied ar- 
my and Marlborough's battles, and affords as litile in- 
ſtruction and emertainment as the London Gazette; of 
fitty years ago. The GuarDian indeed is much 
ſuperior to the laſt, but is liable to the ſame cenſure 
of being obſolete, and | am certain Lady Lizard's 
tea table has no reſemblance at preſent to any party 
in the three kingdoins. I ſhall ſer this matter in a 
ſtivager light by inclofing the occurrences of a day, 
as regiſtered by my poor mother in her pocket- book, 
wien a girl, and as a contraft to it, ſhall add a jour- 
nal, actually taken down at my requelt by a young 
F1dy, who went to Cork lat aſſizes, in order, as the. 
laid, i improve berſelf by ſeting the world, 
July 24th, 1739: 

Five o'CLock. Get up an hour ſooner than uſual 
to dillii ſurfeit- water. Say my prayers. Finiſh one 
of papa's new ſhirts. Mem. To tend to Cork for 
ſeren pound of railins, and the New I hole Duty of 
Nan. | | 

Six o'CLock, The poor of the pariſh come for 
medicines. Give out cf the ſtore- room ſeven vomits, 
nine purges, three bottles of Grandinamna's water, 
and a pint of ſack. Mem. To carry two ſhillings from 
Mamma to Dick the ſhoemaker's wife, who is going 
to lie- in. 


Steven, Breakfaſt. A card from Mr, Tomkins to 
let us know he will do himſelf the pleaſure of dining 
with us. The match debated the whole time of 
breakfaſt. Papa ſays, if he finds him a man of good 
murals,. he'll not differ about ſettlement. Ordered 

M 2 never 
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never to be alone with him, or give him the leafl 
encouragement, till the writings are drawn, 

| Erenr. Read the Pſalms and chaptets of the day. 
Teach bre ber Tommy his catechiſm. Mem, Little 
Jenny has got as far as N in her ſampler, 


Ninz. Clear- ſtarch linen far the next week. 


Te v. Go to fee the ſhoemaker's wife. The fami- 
ly. in great diſtreſs. Give them a ſhilling out of my 
own pocket, 

EL EVEN. Sit down to work at the fre- ſcreen in. 
croſs-ſtitch, 


TwerLve. Am deſied by Mamma to make a cuſ- 
tard pudding, to ſhew Mr. Tomkins what I can do. 


One. Too much brandy in the pudding; . 


praiſes ſome hare of my potting. I like him very 
well, but muſt not let him know it by any means. 
Feen. The gooſeberty wine almoſt Out. Miflaid the 
kev of the corner cupboard 

Fovr, Mi W. and her lover come to tea, Pro- 
miſe her our receipt for pickling cucun.bers green. 


lem. Mrs. Homely's plaiſter for burns, a good. thing. 


to have in the houſe. Syrup of garlick good for a 


cough. 
Eazy; Supper. My brother tells me that Mr. 


T. is a great rake, that Betty, the farmer's daughter, 


is with child by him, and that ſhe is ſtarving, as he 
refuſes to give her any thing for her ſupport. Mem. 


Jo ſend ber the money J had laid up to buy a new 


gown, and never to to ſee his ſace again. 


Saturday, March, 1 770. 


Two o'Cr,ock. Juſt arrived in town. Hare 


hardly time to-put off my riding dreſs, huddle on my 
things, 
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things, and get into a condition to go to the milli- 
ner's, mercer“, & c. after dinner. Have no appetite. 


Fours. Send for Mr, Troxne and Mrs. WII. 
Llamson, Much diſappointed, Ton x ſends tue 
word that I cat have him to crepe. my hair w] Sua- 
day night at 12 o'clock; 


Five, Going out with Miſs Trolly. She tells 
me Coque de Perle necklace and ear-rings are in high 
fa hion. em, To teize my Mamma till I get them. 
Arrive at Famy's. Mem, Fanny the firſt milliner in 
the world. Ordered iminediately a cane hat lined 
with cherry-coloured perſian, with blond lace and 
ribyon,. for walking the ſtreets - and paying morning 
viſits, Mem, To beſpeak two pair of white ſhoes 
wich red heels and red binding. Adviſed to have a 
St. Tereſa of white ſarſnet and blond lace, as tis the 
newell tate. Ordeted it immediately. Mem: Blond 
lace rufil:s with a great ſlope vaſtly genteel, Shall 
be uncaſy till I get them. 


Eicur, Go home for fear I ſhould miſs Mr. 
Cole. He adviſes me, as Dam a little round 
ſhouldered to have my ſtays made very high behind: 
He ſays tis quite the thing to have them fo. I 
de ſired him te make them low before as it ſhews the 
boſom to great advantage. | 


Sv Ru. Eleven o'Clock: Did'nt ſeep. Lie 66 
long abed thinking of the pleaſures of the week to 
come, that eis too late to go to church. Dreſs time 
enough to walk on the Mall, 

Oxz, Mits Trapes-it calls upon me to walk. Go 
to Mrs, Gadabont to engage her to matronize us at 
ihe atſembly to-m-rrow night, Mr, walked 
ia us. Am acquaintance of Mils Trapes-it. A 

| M 3. . handſome 
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handſome well-made man, and improves upon ac- 
quaintance. He takes great notice of me, and tells 
Miſs Trapes-it that I'm a prodigious fine girl. Miſs 
Trapes-it jealous, and wants. to go home, fays ſhe's. 
tired of hobbling over the ſtones. I-refolve to walk. 
She complains of a head-ach Mem, To get a ca- 
laih of green Perſian, 

Ss ven. Walk the Mall. Engroſs all Mr, ——'$ 
converſation. | 

ELTEN. Deſire Melly to wake me at two in the 
morning to have my hair creped. It is only to take 
up four hours and a quarter. 


Monpay. Two in the morning, Thorne 
comes. Read The Lowers while my head is dreſſing. 
Our paſſions irrrefitable.” A ſweet book! 

SEVEN. My hair finiſhed. Mem. Tnorns the 
greateſt hair-drefſer in the world. Only 432 black 
pins in it. No other could do it with leſs than 446. 

ELE VIX. Go ſhopping with Mrs. Gadabout. 
Take the round of the milliners. Beſpeak a peek-cap 
of blond lace with a grenadier cawl. A beautiful 
clouded luteſtring at Brown and Ludlam's. Reſolved 
to bave it. Tis much genteeler than Miſs Flutter's. 


Twerve. Had a glance of Mr, —. They 
tell me he has ruined a great many women, Charm- 
ing creature ! Mem. To dance with hun to-night, if 
I can. 


- Owe. Quite fatigued with tumbling over fi]ks, 
My new negligee tried on. Mrs. WiLt1awsov the 
moſt taſty mantua-maker in Europe. Mem. Ny gen- 
teel per cn is ſeen at the aſſemiy before ten. 

Pay two and twenty viſits before the affembly. 


Mr. —— engaged to dance with Miſs Rantum. ] 
wonder 
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wonder at his taſte. She looks very ugly. Morti- 
fied. Head-ach, Go hne before two. 


I ſhall wake no comment-on he for-gying, but in- 
form you that I write, at the defiresof many of yuur 
ſubſcribers, to put you in- mind, that your predeceſ- 
ſors of famous memory, with all their gravity, be- 
ſtowed conſiderable pains, not only in reforming the. 
manners but the dreſſes of both ſexes ; but in your 
twenty numbers you hav'nt any thing faſhionable, 
but a ſingle paper upon a French cap, that no gen- 
teel body wears at preſent, For ſhame, Mr. FLVY NY,. 
pay ſome attention to the Ladies, or we thall be yery 
angry in good earneſt, At your firſt ſetting out I 
took you. to be.a ſprightly young fellow of fix and 
twenty, but you're-- grown ſo grave and ſententious 
of late that-I figure you to myſetf as ſtarch a per- 
ſonage as my grandfather; and really I would as ſoon 
take up a ſermon as one of your Speculations. 


All that we deſire is, that you would now and then 
devote a paper to the faſhions, which will be of par- 
ticular uſe to us who live in the country, and give 
vs ſome notion of the ſtate. of dreſs in Cork, eſpeci- 
ally before every aſſizes; for we cut ſuch aukward 
ſigures, unleſs we are in town a week ſooner, that we 
ate aſhamed to appear in polite company. Befidey 
the inſtruction this would convey, there is no per ſon 
of any taſte but muſt find more entertaioment in hear» 
ing of an alteration in the flounces of a petticoat than 
of a change. in the Miniſtry ; of the arrival of a caigo 
of millinary goods from Briſtol than of wheat from 
North-America, or of the prices of the laſt new ſilks 


than of Full-bounds to the country. 


hope you will take this matter igto your conſide- | 
ration, and ſtrike out ſomething pretty on the ſubjeR, 
v hich 
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wh ch will much oblige many of your fema'e ſub- 


ſciibers, and part culaily 
your friend and wel!'-wither, 


CLAREN D A 


P. 8. What would you think of a Coterie or of a 
Committee of Modes, or even of a Female Parlia- 
men ? If ſuch a thing ſhould be introduced, I beg 
your vote and intereſt,” 

As I value the approbation of my fair readers more 
than can be expreſſed, I ſhall give the preſent ſtate 
of the faſhions in a ſuture Speculation, and ihall, 
from time to time, take notice of any conſiderable 
revolutions in them, with that care and fidelity which 
the importance of the ſubject deſerves, 


No. 25. Monday, June 18, 1770. 
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Strenua nos exercet inertia ————— Hor. 


— 


EAX FEW days ago the following letter came 0 
Ex, A XN to me from the Poſt-office, | 
s N 
XA To Mr. FLrn. : 

SIR, | 6 

I am not aſhamed to confeſ: myſelfone of that hap- ; 

* py claſs of ſem les who have thank Heaven! eſcap- 0 
* ed all connections with your ſex; by which means [ 
' have kept my fortune comfortably to myſelf, and 8 
« preſerved an excellent ſtock of health and ſpirits to 6 
* the age of ſixtyteigbt. live juſt to my own liking, 
and go eccationally into the world, in order to be 6 


« amuſed 
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amuſed with the manifold follies of this truly fri- 


volous age. Moſt of them indeed are ſubjects for 


0 


laughter; but there is one that puts me quite out 


of patience. Go where I will, every woman I 


meet, from little Miſs up to her great- grandmother, 
is dreſſed out with. her knotting- bag, and is ſo af- 
feftedly buſy with her ſhuttle, and fo important 
about doing nothing, that they fret me to a degree 
not very conſiſtent with my health. Young, raw 
arms, and old withered ones are all in motion toge- 
ther, with ſo many geſtures and grunaces, and turns 
of the head and eyes, that it is one: general convul- 
fion through the company, as- if they had got St. 
Vitus's dance; When a lady comes into a room, 
you would ſwear, by the great ſatchel on her arm, 
that ſhe had brought her proviſions with her, 
The ſhuttle pops out between the covrſes, after 
every fip of tea, and every deal of the cards. 1 
could forgive chits for any. nonſenſe, but for (ta yed. 
matrons to commence. Children again, and bring. 
their play-things iato company, is not to be borne. 

I remember, not very long ago, when women were 
not a ſhamed to cut out a ſhirt or a ſmack, or make 


caps, or knit ſtockings. But theſe occupations- 
are now, it ſeems, only fit for the Canaille, and mil- 
linary things can be had from the ſhop, at not- 


above four times the price they could be made for. 


What, in the name of gooineſs, do they mean by 
it ? Is it to paſs for real induſtry, in an age When 


the very word is laug ed at, and all the traſh they 
make in the year is not worth two pence? Or is it 
to diſplay. their hands and arms, when nine out of 
ten would be. better concealed? I don't believe 
they know themſelves ;. but it is the faſhion, and to 


be the fafhion- it Caa't be too fooliſh. You, Mr. 


FLY, 
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' Fiyn, have, with great decorum and ſucceſs, ani- 
madverted on their caps and ſhouiders. Let me 
« requelt you will not let this go unnoticed, and you 
will oblige, 
Sir, your conſtant Reader, and humble Servant, 
TaBITHA SWAN SKIN. 


I am muchobliged to Miſs Szuanſtin for her cor- 
reſpondence; but, on a clole conſideration of the ſub- 
ject, 1 really thiak there is more to be ſaid in favour | 
of this faſhion than ſhe ſeeins to imagine. | 

I admire it, in the firſt place, for it's innocent fina- : 
plicity. It 1s pure nature, a little, and but a little, 
unpeBved by art. We may obſerve that one of the 
fiſt efforts toward action in the infant ſtate, is that 
of tying knots on li: tle ſhreds, and bits of packthread. 


Thele knots are, by the help of maturer reaſon, only F 
more regularly and cloſely arranged, and the ſhutile T 
is introduced to give a facility of execution; but the K 
ſameneſs of idea, and ſtrict unity. of deſign are ſtill 
preſerved, and form a ſtriking inſtance of true tate, 
in an age when falſe refivemen too generally prevails. i 
In the next place, that it is a profitable ſpecies of b 
induttry, Icandemonſtrate from experiment I made Ic 
iny wife, who is very expert at her ſhuttle, take a D 
yard of thread, and fit down to knot it, chaiting to t\ 
me at the tame tune, ſo as to preſerve a middle rate te 
of velocity. It was finiſhed in ten minutes, and pro- 2 
duc ©} a quarter of a yard of knotting; fo that, in an h 
hour, one yard and a half may be eaſily manufac- le 
tured. Now, ſuppoſing a lady, on a moderate ave- th 
rage, to work 11 hours out of the 24, there will be 00 
a produce of fixtcen vards and a half per diem. Out Ne 
ef the 365 days we will deduct 52 Sundays, and there Is 


will remain 313 effective days, which will produce no 
x leſs 
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leſs thin 51641 yards of knotting, which at the rate 
of fx yards a pe ny, will amount to the groſs ſum of 
43: 118. : 8:4. nearly, per annum. 


Then, to examine the per contra, I made her 
weigh out, a1d meaſure a quarter of an ounce of 
Smith's five ſhilling thread, which ran to 69 yards and 
a half, ſo that the pound muſt have c ntained 
4448 yards. Now in order to knot ibis thread, it aut 
b doubled ; the 5164; yards of knotting finiſhed in 
the yerr, muſt therefore conſume 41316 yards of 
thread, which, according to the above proportion, 
vill be ſomething niote than nine pounds and a quar- 
ter, The firfi coſt of this is C2: 6s: 34. which de- 
ducted from the above greſs ſum of £3: 145. 814 
!:aves, to the fair Manufacturer, a net profit of one 
pound five ſhillings and five pence halipenny for the 
work of the year, or rather, of only three thouſand four 
hundred and forty three hours. 


It has pu zled ſome perſons to conceive, what be- 
comes of the great quantity of this commodity which 
is made in this city and it's [environs 3 For, ſuppoſing 
but five thouſand females daily employed, which is a 
low calculation, there muſt be annually manufactured 
no lefs than twenty five million, eight hundred and 
twenty two thouſand, five hundred yards; fo that af- 
ter oxnamenting all the toilets, bed-quilts and curtains, 
and feſtooning thoſe under-garments which are cruelly 
hidden from our fight, a vaſt redundancy muſt ſtill be 
left. I am very happy ro have i in my power to ſolve 
this myſtery, and aſſure the public, that the violence 
o induſtry which is to be met with in even houſe, is 
not without it's meaning. The truth is that a ſociety 
is already formed, and a watebouſe preparing for the 

| recepũdion 
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reception of this manufacture; in conſequence of 

-which, a large export trade will ſoon be opened with 
France and the Weſft-India iſlands, ſo that the bal - 
lance will be turned in our favour, and every 
.gentleman will ſhortly drink his rum and clatet out 
of the induſtry of his wife and daughters, 

But the circumſtance that.charms me moſt in th x 
invention is it's elegance. I cannot but think that 
-Fhirts and ſmocks are rather unfit for any woman of 
delicacy to handle. As to millinary matters, pet- 
haps ſome trifle may be ſaved; but ſurely it is a ſtrong 
proof of humanity to keep from interfering with the 
buſineſs of thoſe, who have no other way to get their 
bread. Indeed all kinds of needle-work, like poring 
over books, help to doze the ſpirits, and ruin thoſe fire 
eyes which were formed for nobler purpoſes. But as 
to knitting, I can hardly think my fair correſpondent 
is ſerious. When a young Queen of Spain was going 
home after her nuptials, ſhe paſſed through a little 
town-remarkable for making ſtockings. A deputation 
from the poor people immediately waited on her, 
to beſcech her acceptance of ſome of their fineſt ma- 
nufa&ure ; but the Duke de ALva, who eſcorted 
her, turned them from her preſence in a rage; 
Know, ſays he, baſe peaſants, that a Queen of — 
has no legs. 

All raillery aſide, I can fee more art in this faſſiion 
than men are generally aware of. Beſides diſplaying 
the poliſhed roundneſs of the arm, the whiteneſs of 
the hand, and the luſtre of the diamond rings, it may 
be often brought to act in concert with the eyes, and 
give additional force to their expreſſion. The ſhuttle 


is an eaſy-flowing. object, to which the eye may at 


_ Pleaſure remove with propriety and grace, and beſps 
0 


to give an ain of nature to thoſe quick tranſitions and 
ſubtil gances, which ſhoot like lightening to che 
heart. A look thrown gently dewnward on the knot, 
has all the bewitching effect of genuine modeſty, an! 
the very eye-lid may do execution. Sweety rifin 7 
ag1in, attended with a ſinile, it pours a volley of 
charms on the lover; and even a preity ſtruggle with 
ſome little inequality in the thread, may expreſs that 
alluring kind of inattention, Which has no ſmall ef- 
fect on our unaccountable natures. 


There is an inimitable ſcene of this kind in the 
Egaremens de Cz ur, where the beautiſul Dx LVURSAV, 
to compleat all her attractic ns, throws herſelf into 
the graceful attitude of knotting; under which ad- 
vantage ſhe plays eff every irreſiſtible little art of re- 
fined coquetry. The whole picture, with the auk- 
ward addreſs of MziLcoun, Vous faites donc des 
neuds, Madame, is exquiſitely wrought, and finiſhe | 
with a dangerous degree of elegance. The uſe of 
this little implement is, in ſhort, more powerful and 
various than even that of the fan, ſo much cejcbrate-l 
by one of my predeceſſors. It takes away the air of 
Rill-liſe, which is apt to attend a ſtate of formal in- 
action, and brings into play thoſe innumerable linle 
graces, which, without ſome degree of gentle mation, 
muſt lie totally concealed. 


But I muſt requeſt my fair readers to obſerve, that 
all the effects of this graceful amuſement are loſt by 
its being too conſtantly exhibited, PexzLoÞE's web 
was not mo1e endleſs than the induſtry of ſome of 


our Ladies; ſo that, without riſing in the night ta 
undo their work, they may fafely pron, iſe a diſagree- 


able lover to be kind, A en they have finifhed their 


NN  Aanottinge 
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knotting., An inſipid ſameneſs muſt ever diſpleaſe, 
and too eager and undiſtinguiſhing a paſſion for every 
little modiſh invention, conveys no favourable idea 
of the underſtanding. Good tenſe will allow ſail 
matters no more than their value, and an innocent 
and engaging relaxation may, as a bulinels, become 
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contemptible. 

I will farther venture to affirm, that it is not every 
woman who can knot, that is qualified to wick the 
ſhuttle. An expreſſion of ſentiment can only atife 
from an informed mind; and the fame little move- 
ments, which are capable of diſplaying grace, ate 
equally adapted to betray inanity. An improved un- 
derſtanding, and cultivated tafte, will inſpitre the 
whole form, give a dignity to trifles, and communi- 
cate meaning even to the fingers ends. "Theſe maxins 
I particularly recommend to the confideiation of the 
younger part sf ihe fex= While they labcur to en- 
rich the curtain and the toilet, the mind ought not, 
ſureſy, to remain unfurmſhed, They ſhould conſi- 
der, that all their ſuture value in life depends on the 
due application of their preſent hours, and always 
remember, that Mix EKEKVA, who was the inventreſs 


of the ſhuitle, was allo the goddeſs of WISDOAH. 
F 


KEELER EEO 
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El MODU S in rebus, 


Hos. 


6 
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MEN obedience to the commands of my fa.r 
EY | NA correſpondent CLakinDa, I ſhall endea- 
2% #8 vour in this Speculation to purſue her 


XI 5 ; 
& idea oſa FEMALE PARLIAMENT; which 


muſt be productive of the beſt conſequences to the 
public 
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public in gencral, and to the polite world in parti- 
cular. I am confident that rone of my rcaders en- 
tertain the leaſt doubt of its utility; but io ſilence all 
cavillers, I ſhall mention a ſew circumſtances, which- 
will put the matter out of diſpute. 

It is well known, that violent animoſities have ari- 
ſen between ladies from an inattention to, or a ne- 
glect of, that capital article amongſt well-bred people, 
the proper times of paying and returning viſits; and 
when once the ſemale part of families are engaget 
in a Guarrel, the male are ſeldom permitted to remain 
neuter. From this ſource ſpring numberle's diſſenti- 
ons, ſealouſies and diſcontents, which increafing in vi- 


; rulence in proportion as their ſpheie is expanded, the 
. relations, friends, and acquaintance on both ſides 
$ take up the matter, the quarrel is carried on with 


endlets acrimony and alteication, and the moſt melan- 
choly confequences, not only duels enſue,- but caps | 


t. are torn, aud faces ate ſcratched with unrelenting 
1- ciuelty, Al this may be prevented by an act of the | 
he Female Pailiament, regulating the time in which vi- 
y$ fits ſhould be returned, if the parties mean te keep 
els up an acquaintance, and in what circumſtances a Lady 


may be allowed to have kerſelf denied to another. A | 
F. young Lady has often miſſed a good match by hav- 
4 * ing an untfaſhionable cap on, or having her hair im- 


properly dreſſed at the Aſſembly; and it is equally | | 
certain, that many a Gentlemar's hea t hath been cap- 7 


— a , 

livated by - ſomething inexprefſible, a je ne ſcai quei, 
— cr nameleſs grace; but which in reality has been no- 
fair thing more than her having put on a ribboy, of a co- | 
den- lour properly adapted to improve the tranſparency 
ber of her complexion, or add life to her eyes. As this 


* the N 2 | the | | | | 
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the mill iner, and as inany defects in the ſhype may be 
remedied by the addreſs of 2 good ſtaymaker, or man- 
tuamaker, a committee ſhould be appointed to examine 
into the merits and abilities of all milli ners, mantua- 
makers, ſtaymakets and hairdicſſærs, and none be em- 
ployed by any perſon of taſhion, unleſs they can pro- 
duce 2 Ceriificate, not on'y of the ſaid examination, 
but or their being approved of, which ſhould be pro- 


perly atieſted by the Cleik of the houſe. 


The Centlemen may laugh at me, when I talk of 
ſcrious conf. quences attending the omiſſion of whit 
they vainly ſay are ef little importance; but rot only 
hearts, but battles, huſbands and kingdoms have been 
loſt, and the greateſt revolutions in ſtates have been 
brought about, by matters of the fame nature. The 
Duccheſs of Marlborough was Groom of the Stole to 
 Qneen Arne. and her principal favourite, while the 

Duke, her hufband, was gathering laurels in the Ne- 
lterianm's, The Torics, who withed for peace, en- 
<CaYUuree in Vain to dellrcy Eis inlereſt with the 
Lieea ; it was too powerſully ſupported by his 
Dutchets. A trifling accident brought about what 
they {3 21duutly deſired, The Queen ard the Dut- 
cic's Lad given orders at the ſume time for a pair 
vi new-{ulhioned gloves. The Dutcheſs, who was i- 
patient for hers, went to the gloyer's, and almoſt by 
torce carried off the pair that was intended for the 
Queen; to u hich ſhe added the imprudence of ap- 
J caring in them that evening. at a ball where the 
Qusen was expected. The moment the Queen er 


tcred the room the gloves caught her eyes, and turn- 
ing about to Lady Maſham, ſhe ſaid, that the inſo- 
lence of the Dutcheſs was vot to be endured. This 


Lady, who was the gieateſt enemy to the favourite, 
took 


— 
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took advantage of the opportunity, ard aggravated 
ma!ters ſo much that the Dutcheſs was diſgraced, and 
the Duke recalled ; with him fell the Wig party, 
and that of the Emperor's allies and to this pair of 


gloves, by a ſeries of events may be attributed, as 


Voltaire obſerves, the ſucceſſion of the huute of Hu- 
nover to the throne of Great Britain. | 

I propoſe, thit there ſh uld be two Houſes of Par- 
lament, an upper and a lower one. The upper to 
conſiſt of married women only, who are to conſult 
and determine on the moſt ſerious and important 
ſubjects, ſuch as treſpaſſes againſt the rules of po- 
!icenels, breaches of decorum, immoraltiies ; in ſhort, 
to act as a ſupreme Courer of Hoxourx. They 
are to chooſe for their Speaker, the woman of mote 


good ſenſe and elegance of taſte, in the city of Cork, 


and its environs. It may be thought perhaps, that 
here would be many candidates for this hynourable 
employment, but I ventute to ſay there will be no op- 
poſition; for envy itſelf mult allow, that one certain 
Lady weuld carry it, Nem Con. The young unmar- 
ned Ladies, of wh m the lower hcuſe is to be com- 
poſed, ate to Cetermine all matters of ceremony, viſis, 
dc. and to be fupreme arbiters of the faſhions. In 
ether Caſes. an appeal will be admitted againſt their 
indpment to the upper houſe, whoſe ſentence mutt 
be final, They are to chooſe for their Speaker, 'the 
zoung Lady of the mot beauty in the city or county 
of Cork. Detur p:{:hr/ori. There would be a world 
ct candidates, and undoubtedly a great number” 
equally deſerving; In a caſe of this diff: ulty, believe 
the Ladies muſt have recourſe to the Gentlemen, 
who are indiſputably the beſt judges of, beauty in the 
other ſex ; but, as there would inevitably be great 
daffotence in their opinions on this occaſion, if muſt 
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be left to the determination of one, who ſhould be 
choſen by ballot. Happy will the Paris be, who is 
to preſent the goldea apple. 

The Afſembly-room will ſerve exceeJlingly well 
for the purpoſe. The lower houſe, as being moſt 
numerous, to fit in the dancing room, the upper 
houſe in the card room. The ticket-room, and 
ca · roonis are beſt adapted for committees, Both 
houſes ſhould fit a month before the aſſizes, and a 


ſtanding committee ſhould meet every day in the 
a ſſi ze week. 


Under the ſanction of both honourable houſes, I in- 
tend publiſhing once a month a paper on a new plan, 
in the follow ing manner. 


THE 
Ladd and Gentlemens GAZETTE; 


OR 


POLITE INTELLIGENCER. 


[ Pub:ifhed by — 


—_— 


— ——_— 


Veneris, 24 Die Augufti, 1770, 
HE Upper Houle proceeded on the bill tor 
1:f.Qing pains and penalties on Gentlemen 
who appear drunk at the Aſſembly.” | 
Mr. being accuſed by) two Members of th2 
Lower-houſe, of indecency in converſation, was 
brought to the bar of the houſe, in cuſtody of the 
Ucher of the Black Rod, when the accuſation being 
ſully proved, he was diſmiſſed, after aſking p: rd »n on 
his knees. 
The great oc between Mes — and Mrs: 
——, put off till the Aſſizes. 


The 
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The Houſe adjourned until Friday, 10 o'clock. 


— — —— 


The Lower-houſe took into conſideration the length: 
of the trains of negligees. 

Ordered that Mrs, Willianſ on attend the houſe on 
Welnetday next. 

Mr. Thorne waited in the lobby, with. an account of 
the faſhion of dreſſing hair laſt imported from Paris. 

Ordered that it lie on the table for the conſidera- 
tion of the Members, 

Mrs. Roche attended with. the laſt new night- cap.. 


Referred to a committee of the whole houſe. 


A motion was made and the queſtion put, that 
„the bill for reſtraining the quantity of blond- 
* lace and ribbon in hats,” be read a ſecond time: 

It paſſed in the negative. 

Ordered that leave be given to bring in heads of a 
bill for regulating the length of viſits. in affize-times 
and that Miſs , Miſs „and Miſs do 
prepare and bring in the ſame. 

A complaint was made by Miſs „ againſt Mrs, 
, a Member of the Upper-houſe, that Mis. ——, 
did not te: urn her viſit in four months, and then ac- 
cuſed Miſs — of rudeneſs for not being at home to 
ber. 

A conference deſired with the Upper-houſe. 
Ordered, That William Flyn do piint the votes of 
this Houſe, and that no other perſon do prefume to 
print the ſame. 


Extract of a letter from Paris, dated July 23. 
„The Ladies wear their hair in a frizzed toupee, 
with upright buckles on the temples, without much 


powder. The hoops decreaſing.“ | | 
CORK, 


152 Tus Moperx NMovwiTtor ; No. 26. 


E OR K., Auguſt 26, 
We hear that there will be Aſſemblies every night 


next week, and that Wednetday night will be the 


fulloſt, but Monday tle geateele!'t comp ny. 

We have the pleaſure to inform the public that 
the greateſt part of the cargo of the II oo/pack, Capt, 
Lundy, who put into Yorugha! in great diſtreſs, will be 
ſaved, except a Btuſſcl's head, and fifty yards of blond 
lace, that were damaged by the expluſton of fix dozen 
of bottled beer. We don't hear of any accidents bap- 
pening in the ſtorm, except that a Doll from the Mils 
Gores, t. Jaries's-itreet, and the cabbin boy were both 
waihed overboard. 

On Sunday laſt appeared on the Mall a Peet cat of 
an entire new conſtruction. It is looked upon as 
vaſtly gentecl, and occaſions great ſpeculation. 


STATE of IHE FASHIONS. 

The Gentlemens hats are riſing behind, and falling 
before, in imitation of the Ladies ſtays, and the bla- 
zing gold loop is in high vogue. Hats before 2 5 
inches; behind 4 x inches. 

The fiagle buckle at each ſide is quite out. and 'tis 
confidently afferted that the three buckles will not long 
bold their ground. The ſame is reported of the roſes, 
and the bags are increaſing every day. Ae 92 
1 

Stays behind 163, before 9 r. Stomachers, three 
rows cf plaits upwards. A fingle breaſt-knot and 
ſleeve knots of the fame ſilk. Rich filks with frier's 
knotting. Triple flounces to the ſleevee, 12, 9, and 
5 inChes. . Tiiple ruffl s, on the outſide, 18, 155 and 
11 inches ; inſide 6, 41 and 2 inches. 

On the petticoat of the neglizee, a fiil! comes all 
round, plaiicd next to the tail; fix inches above that 


- 
4 
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is a flounce | yard deep, only on the front ; cloſe over 


that is arother frill as at the bottom 3 all of the ſame 
ſük. Trains ſweep 5 inches. 1 
CasSUALTIES during the Afizes. 
Spoiled (by being carried in dirty hand-chairs) four 
negligees, two petticoats, and one milk x hite coat 
with gold buttons. 


(By che tallow from the can !les at the Af 
femb!\ ) three white ſattia gown and petticoats. 

un (by a Gentleman's ſpnr) a train of pompa- 
dour luteitring.. 


(By the hilt of a ſword) one pair of minionet 
ii fl-s, 


Loſt (at the Aſſembly) three hearts and one ear- 


Ing. 


AF 
Jo be buried next week (in the country) thirty- | 


s 300 gnineas, and a ſurtout coat. 


two Ladies of youth and beauty. 


Riſing hour, 11. Viſiting ditto morning 1, evening 
7 to 8; length of viſß s 75 minutes; dinner 4 to 5. 
Aſſembly 10; bed-time 3 mor ning. 


Huzard — Gold, one pound Silver, ten ſhillings, 
Loo, half a cxown:to a ciown. Whiſt half a crown 
to a crown, and a crown the rubber. Quairille, one 
ſhilling a fiſh, Piquet, one pound. Brag, ro price. 
Back-gammon, halt a crown, 


CORK: Printed by WiLL1am Fly, Printer 


to the Honourable the FEMALE PArLIAMENT, 


O. 
1 
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No. 27. Monday, June 25, 1570. 


Sunt Lachryme rerum, & mentem mariatia tangunt. 


Viks. 


_—_— 


= Ze > * LOOK on the Ab ve NTURER 25 one of 
8 [ #& the beſt periodical diſſertations which the 

ambition of following our ſami'y has 
E brought into the world. The reaſoning 
is generally cloſe, the criticiſin juſt, and the hs 
excellent; and, had he taken the pains to copy our 
ſimplicity, inſtead of the laborious affectation of the 
Rambler, he might have paſfed for a diſtant relation 
of our houſe.” 


3 


[ tock one of his volumes yeſierday evening into 
the fiel's, where, after ſaunteting ſome time, I ſat 
don under a tiee, and opened on his one hundred 


and tenth paper. The evening was delightful ; the 


landſcape charming; nature wore an univerſal ſinile 
of paiety, and riſing plenty covered all the country 
round me. My mind was fi led with the fſofteit and 
moſt affectionate ideas, and benevolence was frream- 
ing from my heart, But, on throwing my eye on 
the page, how great was my chagrin! I found I was 


deluded, and that pride had flattered me with falſe 


ideas of myſelf. I ſaw that ſympathy was but fel- 
gſhneſs, and pity no other than concealed maligntiy. 
It is all illuſion, cried I; the ſpell is broken, and I 


have es to my brealt a fiend, where 1 thought 1 
| held 


No. 27. 
held an angel! My heart ſunk within me at the idea, 
and, for foine minutes, I deſpiſed myſelf and all man- 
kind. | 

In this ſtate of mind I perceived my old Gentleman 
approaching. He lat down, and I told him my diſ- 
treſs. I remen:ber the paper, ſaid he; it is very con- 
fuled, but ſententiouſſy plauſible, and enlivened with 
a well-told ſtory. The whole is a Cangerous error, 
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adopted by that miſtaken zeal, which, to promote the 
happineſs of man takes pains to degrade his nature. 
But g ve me the book, and I will try 40 relieve your 
perplexity. 

There being no method in the argument, continued 
he, we will take things as they occur. In the firſt 
place then, his definition of pity is not ex?Q, That 
Paſſion which is excited by the ſufferings of perſons 
with whom we have no tender connection; {or that 
Palli n often riſes much higher than pity. There are 
many who could not bear to ſee a common execution, 
and many more, whom no b1ibe could induce to view 
the tortures of Damiens, In theſe cafes, pure an- 
gu:ih, and not pity, would be felt, without any pat- 
ticular regard for the ſufferer. His definition is there- 
fure wrong, or he muſt give up his favourite poſition 
of the delight of pity. | 

It is not eaſy to define the paſſions which border 
on others, like ſhades of the ſame colcur, eſpecially 
where the great variance of ſenſibiliy makes the 
boundary a fluctuating one. Puy, therefore, may be 
left at large, as the ſenſa tion excited by unhappineſs, 
at a degree of diſtance which can be only relatively 
aſcertained. Beyond that point we feel nothing. On 
a nearer app oach of the object, the paſſion gradu- 
ally changes its nature aud its name, But 


[ 
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But, the great point is, how far we are pleaſed 
at the miſery of others, when it falls under our own 
immediate obſervation. It is in this light alone that 
pity can be fairty examined, for, in almoſt every other 
caſe, new paſſions will intermix, and confound tle 
theory. Pleaſed with the miſcty of others, cricd I! 
Excuſe me, Sir. I have read the aſſertion, but the 
heart only can judge. For my own, I can anſwer, 
on the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, that I never received the 
ſmalleſt ray of pleaſure from a fimple view of cala- 
mity, but where J had a hope of relieving, or felt 
a tranſient ſelf-approving thought at finding my affec- 
tions right. The operations within, - replied he, are 
very rapid, and difficult ro he traced. Many think 
with you, but I am convinced there is a ſomewhat 
not unpleaſing, (delight is much too ſtrong a word) 
which leads us to approach and attend to miſery. 
Pity is an inſtinct, and they all gravitate, indepen» 
dently of the will, to their proper objects. There is 
fomething in calamity which grapples with the foul, 
and keeps it's hold in orcer to extoit a b eſſing; 2 
kind of attraftion. which allu:es us to ſubmit to that 
pain from Which the relief is to ariſe. "The mind 
weuld ſhrink from the ſenſation, vere it fimp!y pain- 
ful, as the eye from the ſun-beam. The begginz 
wretch, whoſe ill- judg'r g po icy expoſes his ulcers, 
illuſtrates this poſition. We avoid, and try to forget 
the object from diſguſt, as, in the other caſe, we 
ſhould from anguiſh, 


But what proof is this of malignity ? The fenſaiion, 
tho! thus modelled by our wist Form: athat it may 
be effectual, is fill extremely paintul, which prempis 
us to gei rid of it by 1cmeving the cavſe. Did any 


man cvet pity the diſt:eſs which he weu!ld net joy- 
_ fully 
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fully relieve? If this be malignity, words have no 


meaning. The mixture, thus urged as a charge againit 
the paſſion, proves it the very reverſe of ſelfiſh or 


malignant. We abandon not the object; we'conſult 
not our own eaſe; we contemplate, but to be unhap- 


py. The pain on the whole is highly predominant, and 
we wiſh to loſe it. Pity is therefore, by his own 


rule, an honeft commiſeration; the inconſiſtency, ſup- 
poſed in his firſt paragraph, falls with the truth of his 
poſition, and this paſſion may be, and is, the prop rty 
of gentle, virtuous, and benevolent mitids. 

If pity, thus ſimply confidered, ks ariſing from 
miſery immediately preſented to us, wears this amia- 


ble face, no argument from objects ſeen through the 


medium of tepreſentation can have any force, The 
nature of every paſſion is to be tried only at the foun- 
tuin head; if it be found pure there, any difcolouring 
in its progreſs muſt be imputed to the ſtreams with 
which it mixes. In narrative, it is hard to be fo ſun- 
ple as not to excite a fecond paſſion. Curioſity, a very 
active principle, will conte in for its ſhare of plea- 
ſure. Adorn the tale with poetic flowers, introduce 


the great, the beautiful, and the new, all the powers 


of the imagination are delighted. Unite it to the 


drama, and every ſenſe and faculty are at once in- 


dulged. The fame not unpleaſing ſomewhat runs 
through the whole, but the general pleafure reſults 
from a variety of ſources. ' Vet pity even here afſerts 
113 character; for though, from a complicated cauſe, 


we are delighted with the picture, who would not fly 


with tranſport to relieve the diſtreſs which it re- 

pretents ! 
But ſee if you underftand this next attempt. Pity 
being abſorbed by a ftronger paſſion proves the weak- 
O neſs 


+4 
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neſs of general Philanthropy ; in other words, Our.re- N 
gard for man in general is weak in compariſon wiih 1 ok 
* our feelings for a friend. There was ſomeihing hu- cl. 
miliating meant here, which, I Lelieve, nobody will ** 
fe.l. Vet a more curious argument remains. V ere as 
pity pure and ſocial, a tircumſluntial detail of diſtreſs th 
would not be neceſſary to excite it, The anſwer is al- fer 
moſt too obvious to be mentioned, We can feel | | 566 
only through our ideas, and are «fed ouly as ob- FE 
jects are preſonted to us. General terms convey- but ſer 
obicure and imperfect images, and the effect will ne- I mi 
ceſſarily be in proportion. * A nation, ſays the Rory, LE 
Vas once in great diftreſ ,” Here is a propoſition preg- 
rant with manifold calamity, yet until it be fa-ther | 
unfolded, who can feel it? Is this peculiar to pity ? Whew 
Let us try another patlicn, * The G and Seignioi's af 
ſcraglio is the nneft in the world? The greateſt ſen- rel 
ſaalift feels no emotion. But fix, in the ti: ft inſtance, pro 
on a ſingle family, and minutely picture all the various ger 
fexms ot domeſtic miſety, or, in the other caſe, ſe ect anc 
ſome fair Circafian, and deſciibe, in glowing colours, why 
her ſhape, complexion. her roſe-bud lips, her ſweil- ans 
ing boſom and bewitch.ng eyes, both the paſſions will kd 
ſoon prove themſelves true to their duty. Where fery 
then lies the defect? In this only, that the intellect ob y 
is not powerful enough to form, from an obſcure vol: 
general term, a vivid picture of infinite citeumſtances, pit 
and magically force into light an endleſs variety of the 
images which were never offered to its view. | 25 a 
Take your bock, continued he, I am t:red of in tl 
tracing the ſcattered ſophiſtry, unworthy of ſuch a 7 
pen. Reſt aſſured that this paſſion is, in every in- 1 
ſtance, the reverſe of his deſcription, It is % ial. vill, 
for ſocicty only is its object. It is pure, from every oem 


the uum 
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the leaſt taint of maligaity. It is a Virtue of the higheit 
claſs, Of Benewolence it is the firſt and-moſt valuable 
article, for it reſts not in mere ſympathy. but impels 
to important action. Ok all the paſſions it is the far- 
theſt from ſelliſß, and of all ſeems to be the moſt per- 
e, for, being adapted only to miſery, it is here in 
its full perfection. Benevolence may, as he ſurmite:, 
contribute to our future felicity ; but, unbeſs the pre. 
ſent analogy in our natures be totally deſtroyed. that 
mind can never be happy in the happineſs of others; 
which could feel a malignant” pleaſure in their pain. 


But to what end is this? Are mankind too affecti- 
onate, too ſocial, too humane? Or is it the part of 
2 friend to man, while. miſery calls all around us for 
relief, to vilify that principle from which alone it can: 
proceed ? What mind will not ſtartle at' the indul- 
gence of malignity, end.avour to reſtrain its impulſes, 
and. labour» to- loſer every tender ſenſation for-beings,. 
whoſe leading affections he believes to. be ſelſiſlineſs, 
and malevolence? 


Vet a fiiend to. man has done this 3. à cloſe ob- 
ſerver of nature has endeavoured to conſuſe her moſt 

obvious operations; a lover of truth has tried to in- 

volve it in perplexity, and a ſcul full of piety has 
pictured the contrivance of IN IX ITE Waspom, for 

the nobleſt purpoſes, as an imperfection in aur natures, 

2 a malignant, and conſequently a diabolical, delight 

in the calamitics of. mankind. 


The truth is, an unreſtrained enthuſiaſm. will run 
inſenfibly into all the.paradoxes of Hobbes and Mande- 
ville. The eye fixed intently on the: Heavens be- 
cemes dazzied with the brighineſs, and ſees. the more 
immediate objects in colours not their on- A ſtrarge 
O 2. kind 
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kind of partiality is formed againſt man in his pre- 
ſent ſtate, in favour of his ſuture, and ſupported by 
a zeal which ftrains every thing for its purpoſe. But 
ſurely the 1132s of nature are not the beſt baſis. of. 
r-velation. nor is it neceſſary that we thyuld be Devils. 
here, in order to be Angels hereafter. 


1H9, Tux Moprtrn Mpwitor ; 


Fear not then, my friend, to indulge, in its. am- 
ple ſcope, this ſocial, generous, virtuous Paſſion. 
Cheriſh it in your boſom, obey its inflinQs, and enjoy 
an honeſt pride in the ſenſation. It is no malignant 
Spirit that has leaped the bound ; it is a Chet ub ſent 
from GOD; it is nis own, voice within you which 
prompts to ſooth and alleviate that miſery which, in 


his inſcrutable wiſdom, he ſuFers to exiſt, and the 


ſcogular delight which n has annexed to it, is but 
au £ainch of INVIIX ITI REWAakD, 


W, 
No, 28. Thu: ſday, June 28, 1950, 
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To Mr. FLrn. 
81IR. 

NEN HAVE three ſons, Diex, Tow, and 
N [ NA GORE. Dick, the eldeſt, is the fa- 
N. V vourite of all the world, but I can't endure 
NT him; and what is ſtill more extracrdi- 
nary, Tom, the boy after my own heart, is univerſally 
dill.ked, I ſhall give you the charaQery of both, and 


wiilt, 
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with you would think a little upon the ſubject, that 
you may iniorm me of the reaſon of this contradic- 
tion, and give ine your advice about the education of 
tue youngeſt. 


| You anult, know, Mr. FL, that 1 have made 2 
couſiderable fortune by taking lands, and began upon 
a, very ſmall capital. I all along intended to make 
a lich man of my eldeſt fon by bringing him up to my 
oyn buſineſs; but never had a good. opinion of him 
face | found he had a. contempt for money, which. 
|. early diſcovered by his keeping halfpence in biz 
waiſtcoat pocket. la order o break him of this 
trick, and to teach him to take more care of his caſh, 
I have often.whipped him ; but to no. purpoſe, except 
inducing_him to give it to the next beggar. To let 
you further into the weakneſs of his diſpoſition, Iſhall 
mention to you his proceedings in Cork laſt ſeaſon. . 
| ſent him there with ſome Rultocks, which he. ſold be-- 
low. the market-price ;.his only excuſe was, farſooth,, 
that he could not bear to haggle for a feu ſhil-, 
lings, and; for want of a good look-out, he brought, 
me a Dublin bill that was proteſted. Before I gave 
him up entirely, I was reſolved to try him.ence-inore. 
As lam apt-to make hard bargains, my tenants often* 
run away with the rent, and therefore T always diſ- 
tin them as ſoon as it becomes due. I ſent Diet on 
this-errand, but inſtead of doing his buſineſs,” he gave 
the fellow a crown -· out of his own pocket, becauſe 
a: the blockhead told me, the man was unable to - 
pay, Upon making ſeveral experiments of this Kind. 
was convinced he would never come to any» good, 
and therefore ſent him to the College. oy 


Tom is another kind of a boy, I aſſure you, A. wilt; 


de a comfort to me in my old age. There i is not 


O3 anx 
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any body in the county has a better hand | in, making 
a bargain, or ſelling a foundered hot ſe, and for driv- 
ing lands he has no fellow, He gave early proofs of 
of his genius ; for when I ſent him to ſchool to learn 
to read and write, which is all I think necefſary, be 
made 50, per cent. of ſome money his mother gave him, 


by lending it eut to his ſchool-fellows at compound 


;nercit. 


With regard to the education of my youngeſt ſon. 


am ſoinewhat at a loſs, His old uncle wants 10 
make him a ſcholar too, but I can't bear to think of 


it. Iknow a Gentleman, of great learning, who has 


kad the beſt education Europe could afford, and yet 
has no notion of making money, and will never be a 


rich man; whereas, there's my, neighbour Gripeall, 
without any kind of. talent in the world, has made a 
confiderable fortune, and has purchaſed all the lands 
around him. Your fine ſchglars, with all their capa- 
eity and learning, are obliged to borrow money from 
thoſe they deſpiſe, and in the end be ſlaves to, perſons 
who are their inferiors in ſenſę and underſtand ng. 


For my part I am convinced, that the ſkill of the 
| purſe is the cardinal virtue of life, and that people 
who have made the greateſt figure in the world are 
| thoſe who have deft con ſulted that prevailing princi- 
ple ia human nature, ſe}f-preſeryation. | 
I beg yours anſwer, and am Sit, 
Ypur humble Servant, 
| Joyaruan Raciarxy, 


To Mr, NA c. IAI N rt. 
S. n, 
I'ihink very little conſideration is neceſſa y to give 
you an anſwer, If you have a mind to make __ 
ol 


are 
Cl- 


ziye 
out 
ſon 


ſon Gzoxce, a rich man, bring him up to your own., 
buſineſs. If you chufe,to make him efteemed and, 
beloved, you mult take ſome. other method. 


Your moſt humble Servant, 
WirLLram Fir. 


The character of a country Gentleman who under- 
ſands the ſtation in which Providence, has placed 
him, is a truly eſtimable, one. He is a father to his. 
tenants, and a patron. to his neighbours, aud is more 
a ſuperior to thole of lower fortune by, his benevo-. 
lence thay by his poſſeſſions. His life is ſpent in good 
offices. as A companion, an advocate, a referee, a me- 
diator, and a friend. His knowledge and advice ate 
a. protection to the ſimplicity of, thoſe of an inferi-. 
or capacity, and the entertainment, and happiueſs or. 


. his equals. 


From Mr. RacxxunrT's letter, we.may form an- 
idea of the oppoſite character to that I have, been de- 
ſcribing, as well as of the uſual method of educating 
the younger ſons of country Gentlemen, asd of the. 
miſerable ſituation of the poorer natives of this iſland” 
A rich man, the liitle.tyrant of a litile village, takes 
every farm he can hear of, and lets. it out to a. great 
number ef poar. tenants at an exorbitant rent, which 
is collected, as ſoon as it becomes due, with unrelenting, 
rigour, attended with the moſt aggravating . cucum+ 
ſtances of. rapacity and oppreſſion. 


Ia that ſavage. country, Po'and, upon non- payment. 
of rent, the Barons, or landlords, ſeize the wives and 
children of their tenants, and ſell them to Jews, who 
attend half yearly for that purpoſe. The Jews ſell 
them to the Turks ia the ſlave- market at Conflanti- 
X | naple. 
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nople This ſlavery has more terror in the name, 
than in realty. They are treated, particularly by 
the better kind of Turks, with. the greateſt indul- 
gence. Tney are put to no great hardſhips, are well 

cloathe.} and fe,, and often obtain their- liberty after 
a few years ſervitude. At any rate their ſituation is 
to be preferred to that of the peaſa ts in this unbappy 
country, who, after having long-laboured with unre- 

nutting aſſiduity for years together, can barely pro- 
cure a wretcheꝗ ſubſiſtence, expoſed to the infults of 
power or the iron hand of deſpatiſin. To this Tir-- 
cumflance is owing, in a great · meaſure, the poverty of 
Ireland, and that barbariſin which ſtill continues io the 
difgrace of all good government. | 


The.ſource.of.this.avd many otber-evils to the ſtate. 
is, that-baſeR of all vices, avarice, or the unbounded * 
defire of acquiring riches-v:ithout either inclination or 
capacity to enjoy them. When once this has taken 
Poſſeſſton of the ſou}, it cotrapts the ſpring of all our 
virtues, 'beneyolence of. diſpoſition, and - extinguithes- 
that feeling for the woes of others, giver- us for the 
beſt purpoſes, which is the foundation of all the du- 
ties we owe to ſociety. Can the wretch whoſe heart 
is ſteeled by education aad practice againſt the tender 
ſenſations of hama nity, be a good father, a good huſ- 
band or a friend? : The latter part of his life fniſhes: 
the ſeene; where inſtead of - fhial-<fondneſs, which- 
ſnould alleviate the infirmities of age, and nouriſhthe- 
ſickening flame of expitirig nature, he finds himſel f. 
deſtituze of all comfart, and hears his heir, from the 
very principles which be had fo aſſi luouſly taught him 
in his early years, curſe the old fellow for living ſo long. 
and with for his death. with all the ardour of youth - 
ſul expectation. 


Waking 
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Walking after riches pineth away the body, and the 
| care thereof driveth away ſleep, 

The poor laboureth in living poorl/, and when he 
leaveth off, he is ftill poor. 

Many are deſtroyed by reaſon. of gold, and have 
found their deſtruction before them. | 

It is a ſtumbling block to them that ſacrifice unto, 
it, and every fool · is taken therewith, | 

Bleſſed is the rich who is found without blemiths. 
and hath not gone after gold, nor hoped in money and: 
treaſures. 


Who is he, and we will commend him ?- For wore 
derful things hath he done among his people. 

Who hath been tried thereby, and. found perfect? 
Let him be an example of glory who might offend: 
and hath-not offended, or do evil and hath not done it. 


2 
Dee Dmg 
No. 2 97 Monday, July 2, 1750. 
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a Jꝛculare tibi widetur : & ane bene, 
Dum nibil habemus majus, calams ludimns. >» 
Sed diligenter intuere has nenias ; 
Quantam ſub illis utilitatem reperies ® 


PRAD. 
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KELL HE following incident may at firſt ſight- 
* T 7 appear to have a little of · the marvellous 


NN be ſumly eftablithed in the opinions of. 
my readers, I ſhall, without any apprehenſion, pro- 
ceed to relate it. My 


8 in, it; but as I look on my veracity to 
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My cloſe application to literature having ſome time 
ago produced an obſtruct ion in my liver, I was or- 
ered by my phyſician to go under a regimen of exer- 
ciſe, as well as medicine, and riding: was particulaily 
recommended. In conſequence of this, I looked out 
for a horſe, and, after ſome ſearch, met with one 
at a Lovery-ſtable which pleaſed me extremely. He 
was a fine black, well marked, about fifteen hands: 
high, and ſeemed to be both light and ſtrong, But 


the circumſtance which ſtruck me moſt- was, that he 


had more good ſenſe in his face than any horſe I ever. 
ſaw, and his eye was particularly candid, ingenuous, 
and benign. The owner honeſtly confeſſtd that he 
was hurt in his wind, a little tender in his feet, and 
that as to age, he believed he could not be lefs than 
twenty. But I was ſo prejudiced in his favour that- 
theſe were no objection, and I' took him home, with- 
great pleaſure, at the price of ſeven, guineas. 

Though I have no (ill in harſe-fleſh,. it is, plain. 
that I hate in phyſiognomy Never was a beiter 
eres ture, a more agreeable companion, nor, I am. 
convinced, a mere fincere friend, We went out to- 
gether, not as maſter and fervant, but on à footing> 
of the moſt perfect equality; and, though I was up- 
permoſt, yet, if I could have done it-with the ſame 
eaſe, I won'd willingly have carried him. I* never- 
rode with either ſwitch-or ſpur, Teſt, from the habi- 
wal tyranny of man, I might inadvertently offer 
him a violence, He always.choſe his own road, went 
in the gait he liked beſt, ſtopped te. greze as long as 
he had a mind, and turned :hnmeward when he was 
tired. Ate ery little afcent I alighted to farour his. 
wind, and when he fell, which he always did when: 


he ſtumbled, I ſoothed away the concern which his 


honeſt eye expreſſed as an apology for his feet. 
N we "| Such 


* 
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Such was our happy intercourſe for fifteen months; 
but this morning, going to ſec him fed, I found the 
worthy animal ſtretched and lifeleſs, and, under his 
off fore leg, the following letter—Which I muſt get 
my foreman to tranſcribe, for T cannot go on. 


My Draztsr MasrrR. 


Before we part for ever, let me thank you ſor 
all your kindnets, and, as the only requital I can 
make, leave you a few of the principal incidents of 
my life, from which you may draw ſomething ro 

amuſe the public. 

Ihe county of Cure gave me birth about two 
and twenty years ago. My three firſt years are not 
worth recording. In my fourth I was purchaſed at 
2 fair, with ſeveral others, by a'Gentleman's ſteward, 
and carried about forty miles off. The day after our 
arrival, my happy maſter, ſurrounded with a divan 
of country connoiſſeurs, had us led out, and aſſorting 
us according to our ſeveral endow ments, deſtined me 
for the chace, and ordered me into the beſt -paſture. 
Ulis joy on this inipottant event knew no bounds ; he 
exulted in his felicity, and, after over- paying his agent 
only forty per cent, got drunk with his Companions 
to crown the auſpicious day. 


This Gentleman, being born to five hundred pounds 
a year, and conſequently under no neceſſity of a pro- 
fellion, had been ſyſtematically educated on the plan 
which had been annexed as a royalty to the eltare for 
many generations. The good effects of it indeed were 
very evident, for he was much happicr than wiſer 
men. His health and ſpirits were invincible ; his 
laughter ſincere and frequent; he eat and drank libe- 
rally, flept ſoundly, thought little, and felt leſs. I 

| | was 
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was his prime delight, and when he could not be on 
my back, he was always in the ſtable meditating fu- 
ture raptuies, or celebrating my praiſes over his cups. 
In a ſhort time indeed I felt the fame inſtinct with 
Himſelf, and found my ſpirits riſe mechanically at the 
cry of the hounds, But, on one fatal St. Stephen's 
day, after exerting every ſinew under him, during à 
mad unmeaning chace of ſeven hours, without either 
ſeeing fox or dogs, my files being laid open by the 
ſpur, and covered with blood, I fainted and fell un- 
der him. For this offence I was condemned as car- 
rion; but his daughter begged me for herſelf, 10 
which, after he found he had broken my wind, ke at 
length aſſented. 


I now got under a lovely pair of legs, and was 
ſtioked by the whiteſt hand in the world. My mit- 
Areſs was about eighteen, very handſome, and very 
ignorant. Indeed the uſe of letters did not ſeem ever 
to have reached this manſion, for, as I underſtood, 
there was nothing legible in the houſe, but a ſheet 
almanack over the chimney, vand half a volume of 
novels belonging to the upper maid. My poor young 
Lady paid dearly for this deficiency. By the art of 
this hufſ-y ſhe was inveigled to go off with a valet, 
andI was made the unwilling inſtrument of conveying 
her to his arms. Penitence and poverty ſoon enſued ; 
but my maſter, with true parental affection, com- 
pleated, by his firmneſs, the ruin which her folly lad 
begun, and left his favourite child to ſtarve. 


I was now a ſecond time in his hands, when the 
young Squire came home, who, having got 1 fool. a 
year, by a diſtant relation, had gone to Dublin for a 
month to fee the world. I happened to pleaſe him, 

| and 
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and the old Gentleman, who, though &riQ'y honeſt 
in every other dealing, was a Latitudinarian as to 
horſe- fleſli, dropped niy and took in 
his ſon for ſixty guineas, 


The compoſition of my young maſter was buckifm 
engrafted on folly. Taſte, honour, and gallantry 
were his favourite ſubject:. His exceſlive finery 
proved the firſt ; the ſ:cond could not be doubted, 
tor he quarrelled in every company ; and his love for 
fne Ladies was evident from his debauching, or (which 
pleaſed him -juſt as well) being thought to debauch 
all the cabbin-girls in the countty. I have been faſ- 
tened to a door, in my rich furniture, for twelve hours 
kours together, to diſplay his conqueſts. Nor was 
ſhe bottle or the dice-box excluded from his ſyſtem; 
0 that in about three years I was releaſed from a 
painful ſervice by the purchaſer of his eſtate, and my 
young Gentleman retired, friendleſs and unpitied, to 
cbſcurity, there to aſſociate, for the remainder of his 
life, with contempt, poverty, and diſeaſe. 


My health had ſuffered ſo much by ll tage, 


that my new owner ſoon parted with me to one of 


the people called Quakers, in whoſe kind hands I ſoon 
began to recover. My paſture was excellent; neither 


my hay nor oats were embezzled; I was well work- 


ed, but never hardſhiped, and, by cleanlineſs and care, 


I foon became as ſleek as my maſter's beaver. In- 


deed every thing about him feemed to thrive. Habi- 


| tua] attention, quiet domeſtic diſcipline, and rational 


®co10my made every hour chearful and ſerene. But 
2 price, far above my value, tenipted him at laſt to 
part with me, and with mnch regret I left a ſervice 


| Where there was plenty w ithout waſte, neatneſs with- 


out finery, and happineſs without ſew. | 
My 
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My new purchaſer was a ci.izen of Dublin, who 
having arrived by induſtry at three thouſand pounds 
more than he ever had expected, reſolved to commence 
a wan of faſhion. I was put to his new polt-chaiſe, 
and matters went merrily for about two years, when 
an vniucky execution laid hold of me and all the 
other cattle, the count y-houſe, and my Lady's dia- 


mond eatr-riags. 


This revolution threw me into the hands of a 
Gentleman, who, from having nothing to do but to 
think, was become an hypochondriac of the firſt claſs, 
For twenty times that I was ſaddled, I was not 
mounted once. He would look at the ſky near half 
an hour, with one foot in the ſtirrup, preaging the 
weather; then order me to the ſtable, and, before | 
could take two bites, I was led out again. A gleam 
of ſun-ſhine broke out; the ſurtout was thrown aſide. 
The ray diſappeared ; it was called for again. Three 
drops of a ſummer miſt diſperſed the whole ſcheme; 
be returned to his chagrin, and I to my hay. 


But my. greateſt misfortune was my maſtet's 
exceſſive care. Health was his only ſtudy, and from 
the analogy between his Viſcera and mine, he governed 
me by his own theory. Graſs was too laxative; hay 
was a Caput mertuum, and oats infarcient, A com- 
pound diet was therefore ordered, of chopped cover 
ſtrewed with rhubarb, balls of rice, oatmeal, powdered 
hartſhorn, and ſalep, made up in treacle, with a car- 


minative addition of pepper, aniſegds, and grated 


girger. This regimen not agreeing with me, phle- 
botomy was directed once a week, ſharp cathartics 
every ſecond day, and three conſtant rowels, to draw 
eff the peccant humours. But the worſt of all was 


an emetic, which, being his own ſavonrite remedy) 
| was 
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was given to me daily, and, not operating in the way 
te wiſhed, threw ne into violent agonies. I heard 
the groom ſay that my apothecary's bill for a year 
came to ſeventy-ſix pounds. But I ſoon became an 
emblem of mortality too ſtrong for my maſter's ima- 
gination to bear, and he gave me away to a travel- 
ling pedlar. Here I Joit a good natured man, pol- 
ſeſſed of ſenſe and virtue, yet uſeleſs to ſucicty, ant 
wihappy in himſelf, from the want of thoſe intereſt- 
ing purfuits, without which nature will ever prey upon 
elf, and her beſt purpoſes be defeated. 

Bur I find myſelf going—My ftory would fill a 
volume —80 various have been my miſeries, as the 
fave of man, that they w. uld hurt your philanthropy. 
My pangs increaſe—My immaterial part (for ſuch, 
e allured, 1 have) is tearing from the ſtrong hol! 
of matter Ah! Think, my deareſt maſter, of this 
hour ! You cannot fly it; every moment hurries you” 
upon it. Before you cloſe the ſentence which now 
enploys your eye, you may drop into eternity, If 
even to me, intruſted with no duties, incapable of 
guilt, and exempt from puniſhment, this crifis he 
ſo dreadful, what horror muſt attend on time miſpent, 
on faculties abuſed, and even revelation diſregarded 
On the peſent depends: your all, and the moments 
with which you are till indulged, are to fix the fate 
of your endleſs being. Even the anguilth of diſſolt- 
tion will be ſoothed by VI RH UE, and RELIGION will 
irradiate the death-bed gloom— Farewell May you 
be eternally happy ! is the dying wiſh of your 

ROZINANTE. 
Y. 
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Nec veniam antiquis, ſed honorem & pramia ft 0jci. 
Hog, 


wad 2 , „ op" by 1 ed Li ne 


To Mr. FL 


8 
IAR up the pen in deſence of my ſex 
Nd in general, and the young Ladies of this 
Ya city in particular, upon whom you and 
| KERA your fait correſpondent, CLARINDA, have 
been umeaſonably ſeveic ;. and though, it may appe:r 
Quixotilin in a womnn, to attack ſuch formidabise 
writers, yet, unallified as Is am with the. poigran y 
oi expretiion, brilitancy of ſtile, and rotundity of pe— 
110d, which adurn your Specuiations, I flatier iny- 
ſelt, that yuur cenſurcs of our ſex, like the floweiy 
fields of enchamment, will vanich at ths fictt gieacy 
from the mirror of truth. | 
the general charge, which runs through your Spc- 
culations, ſeems to be this, That the young Ladies if 
tle preſent age ſpend their time in frivolous amaſements; 
purſue the changes of the faſhions, be they ever jo ridi- 
culous, and lake more pains ix adorning their perſons 
than improving their minds; in fhurt, that from. the 
faults f their education, and the practice of their lives, 
(hey are not ſo amiable whi ft unmarri:d, nor are t 
i well caſculated for good aui ves and mathers, as they 
tere forty years ug. 
Before I deſcend to particulars, you muſt allow, 
that the times in general, cr to ſpeak more corrects 
the mannets of all claſſes of people, rem the high eit 


* 
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to the loweſt in the three kingdoms, if not in every 
| part of Curope, have ſuffered very conſiderable 
changes within a few years. To what this revolution 
is owing in other countries is not my buſineſs to en- 
quire ; but I think the cauſes of it, as far as relates 
to this city, may be reduced to the follcwing.z a 
greater inteicourſe with the more poliſhed parts of 
I the world, and, a leſs confined, and freer way of 
thiiking in conſequence: but above all, a more ex- 
tenſive commerce, increaſe of riches, and its natural 


x ccncomitant, Juxury, 
13 Tue excurſions of the Gentlemen of this city to 
4 the capitals of London and Dublin, are much mare 
'C frequent than in former days, when, Jam well aſſure, 
i on an intended expedition to the neareſt of thoſe cities, 
iL after preparations had beea making for months before 
7 hand, the poor traveller with ſtreaming eyes took, 
* perhaps an eternal, leave of his diſconſolate parents, 
= and the parting ſcene was attended with as lamentable 
1 circumſtances, as if he was to make a voyage to the 
4 remo eſt Indies. The Gemlemen, on their return 
from their tour, during which they have no doubt 
e paſſed through a great deal of good company, have 
of been delighted with the elegance of dining rooms, 
15; aſtoniſhed at the richneſs of beauſets, and amazed at 
di- the magnificence of repaſts, will certainly endeavour 
ons 


to introduce as many of thoſe elegancies as poſſible. 
Hence the variety and taſte of the ſurniture in the 
houſes of our people of faſbion, of which our ance- 
tors had no idea; and hence, inſtead of the ſtuffed 
round of beef or the ſinoaking firloin, either of which 
was formerly conſidere] as a ſufficient dinner for a 
dozen perſons, we have thirteen diſhes, complete 
courlcs, removes and deſerts; and inſtead of home- 
| 4 brewed 
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No. 39. 
brewed ale imbrowned wi:h nutmeg and toaſt, and 
handed about in heavy family tankards, which was the 
only beverage of our anceſtors, we have the different 
wizes of Europe, and the molt delicious liquors, to en- 
liven the wit, proycke the appetite, and fortiſy the 
digeſtion. 

Further, if it be conſidered that the commerce of 
this city and the tiches of individuals have increaſed 
to a great degree within a very ſew years, and that 
when a man finds his income ſo conſiderable, that after 
providing fur the neceſſaries of life, be has money 
ſtill ro ſpare, Le will unduubtedly employ that abun- 
dance in procuring the ſuperfluities, or if, you will, 
the luxuries, If to this be added vanity, which to 
forcibly induces every perſon io aſpire at equalling, 
if not ſurpaſſing his ncighbour, you will ſoon diſco- 
ver the caufes, which opera. e ſo powerfully in changing 
the manners ef both ſexes. 

ln order to ſupport with proprie:y this more ele- 
gant manner of living, a greater number of ſervants 
are neceſſary than in old times, and a good cook is 
indiſpenſable, From this very. circumſtance, a young 
Lady will hardly put herſelf to the trouble of making 
pies and puddings ; nor will ſhe think it efſential that 
ihe ſhould preſide in the pantry, or ſuperintend the 
operations of the kitchen, The ſame may be faid 
ot making ſhirts and ſhifts, which branch of houſc- 
witery is generally better performed by the upper mai. 
ſcrvants ; and as to Caps and other millinery goods, 
there is but a trifle faved in making them at home, 
and they muſt certainly be executed in more taſte by 
perſons who make it their profeſſion. As to the great 
affair of waſhing and ſtarching linens, which your 


corte pondent CLAuinDA mentions, the very idea i 
1idiculous; 
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4 ridiculous ; and you muſt coniels, Me. FLyvx, that 
a young Lady of any faſhion would not with to be. 


e 

it ſeen, by ber admires, immerſed in ſoap-ſuds, as was. 
ws foi merly the caſe; nor would the think of diſplayu.g _ 
le the elegance of her figure in the graceful attitude ot 


ſwoothing, or oſtentatiouſly exhibit the poliſhed white=- 
of nels of a beautiful arm in the delicate act of ſpieading. 
4 a plaiſter for corns. 


at | This leads me to the, uſual employment of our an- 
er Cceſtars, the making cordial waters, and. quacking the: 
poor of the pariſh. For my part, I think it a very 
idle way of ſpending time. It has the appearance: 
indeed of being very buſy, and of poſſoſſing a great 
fund ct charity, but it often does mere harm than 
good ; and if a cordial be negeſſary, wine is a better 
one than ever diſtilled from the alembic of my grand- 
mother, 


As to the improvement of the mind, I don't find 
that in former days the reading of the Ladies ever ex- 
tended beyond the Pi grins Progreſs, or the Hoſa- 
wife's Companion, the Practice of Pie!ty, or Court 
Cookery. At preſent the female world abounds. in 
readers, and ſeems fund of inſtruction. "The Gentle- 
men, to do them. juſtice, have taken great pains to 
ſupply us with a number of writings, compoled in a 
manner belt ſuited to our capacities, to convey infor- 
mation and delight, and as is mentioned in the, title 
page of eyery one of them, to ſupport che caule of 
religion and vutue,” 


It muſt be allowed by every petſon of candour, that 
the education of the young ladies of antiquity was 
exceedingly well adapted to make them good upper 
ſervants and houlckeepers, but by no means to form 

the 
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the woman of faſhion or agreeable companion ; both 
ot which the Gentlemen of the preſent age look upon 
as neceſſary, and with good reaſon expect in wiſe, 
and would be equaily. diſguſted at fecing an :nclegint 
figure at the head of their table, or wanting at home 
the ſweets of ſocial-converſe, upon their return. from 
the boiſterous mirth of bucks at a tavern: 

From our imprc vements-in polite jife, and in con— 
ſequence, a lefs confined way of thinking, there is a 
much more familiar intercourſe between the ſexes chan 
formerly, when, as your correſpondent mentions, a 
young Lady rever was truſted in company with a Gen- 
tleman, except there were a dozen perſons in the room, 
In the preſent mode of unreſcrved familiarity, a Gen- 
tleman has a much better opportunity of ſtudying and 
knowing the temper and diſpoſition of the pei ſun he 
intends for his wife ; and if ſhe turns out after mar- 
riage agflifterent woman from what he had thouglit 
her before, it was his own fault ; he was perhaps in 
too great a hurry, or did not ſufficiently conſider that 
agreeable giddineſs or engaging levity may ariſe from 
folly, and that lively wit and fatirical repartee may 
degenerate into ill humour and domeltic altercation. 


If this unlimited commurication has heen of uſe to 
one ſex in the article of matrimony, it has been of 
no leſs ſervice to the other; for to this only can be 
attributed the infrequency of thoſe romant'c expeci- 
tions, ſcaling walls and getting out at windows in 
ſearch of a huſband, which was ſo uſual amongſt the 
girls of former times. At preſent, the zffair is car- 
je] on in a quite different manner. The young 
Lady prudenily ſuffers her parents to provide one fcr 
her, truſts moi e to their diſcretion and expeiiznce than 
to her own feelings, and wite!y prefers the permanent 
pleaſures 
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pleaſures of a ſplendid fortune, and a large jointuie. 
at her huſband's death (if that melancholy event ſhould” 
happen) to the extravagancies of that capricious path 
Un love, which, the is told, n.uft always end in mu- 
ual aiſguſt aud indiffètence. 

Lou have a whole Speculation againſt knotting: 
Cive me leave to ſay ſomething in its favour. Few 
2ifuns know how to Ciſpeſe of their hands, and if. 
they ate laid one over the other in an aukward man- 
ner, it gives an air. of ſtiffneſs to the whole figure, and. 
puts one in mind of the perſunages. in old family pic- 
tures, dreſſed out in conical hais, ruffs and furbelows. 
This at leaſt is prevenied by knotting, which takes 
away that formality fo deſtruckive of all grace. I. 
with ycu would contrive ſome amuſement of the fame. 
kind for the Gentlemen, who ate equally at a lois in. 
this. particular. | 

You lay great ſtreſs on the article cf faſhions, tho“ 
you yourſelves are the vaineſt creatures alive, and are 
as anxious about the cock of a hat or cut of a flceve,. 
as we can poſſibly be about the ſlope of a rufe cr the 
flounce of a peiticoat. We are juſt as you m..ke us; 
and as we are fond of admiration, we wii to pleale 
you, which we do moſt eff. Rually by imitating your very 
inperfections. Mend yourſelves firſt, and our manners 
will infallibly improve. Make us ſenſible of our dig- 
nity by paying more regard to the accompliſhments of“ 
tie mind than the beauty of the perſon, by chooſing a 
companion for life ſooner for her good qualities than - 
her fortune, and you. will find that the race of fliris- 
and coquettes will gradually be extingnithed, and in 
their ſtead Cork may boaſt of producing the moſt ami- 
able daughters, the molt aff_Ctionate wives, and the- 
moſt provident.mothers of any, city in Europe. 

y FLAY. 
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NIX FEAR T have inadvertently brought my- 1 
[ IE feif into a ſcrape. It is as dangerous ne 
AM. to inte rſere between the ſexes in generals o 
8 between man and wiſe. But I mult te- 
queſt my fair correſpondent not to include mein her \ 
diſpleaſure. I have ated ne part in this affair, but N 
that of a mere publiſher, and do ſeriouſly aſfute her 0 
that I inſert her valuable, elegant and ſpirited epiſtle 5 
with more reel ple.ſure than any male ccmpuſitica. 1 
even efrded ne | 5 
To Mr. Fru. 01 
S I R, | W 
I am a woman who, tho' otherwiſe happy, am 01 
ſererely hurt by the manner in which my ſex is treated ir 
by yours, I have a kind of partial Lenevolence for th 
them which is my torment. [I ſeel not, Sir, your ri— \« 
diculing of our faſhions, our k. ctting, or thoſe trifling de 
toibles which are inſeparable from the courſe of life ol 
to which we ale unnatnrally confined, but the attacks, th 
the cowardly attacks, which are made upon us in the nc 
more material articles of character, from a ſuppoſiti- th 
on of our inability to defend ourſelves in public, vs 
P. ſſeſſel with a flrong ſenſe of theſe injurics, th 
ycu muſt not expect me to be calm; yet I hope yow ec 
Will not find me, like your male friends, either uncan- I 


did 
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did or unjuſt, You may ſuppoſe me as you pleaſe, 
either maid, wife, or wid w. If the firft, to be ſure 
am an old neglected one, and c onſequently ſatirical 
and m2roſe ; it honoured with the deg ee of matron, 
| am certainly a termagant, and heaven hep my huſ- 
band! And if a widow, ſome young fellow has un- 
doubtedly jilted m2, and I hate che whale ſex for his 
ſake —Surmiſe, Sir, what you will, It is enough that 
Jam a woman, and that I draw the pen for the ho- 
nour of my ſitters, not for any private wrongs of my 
on. 

You have, Sir, two very inſolent correſpondents, 
Mr. V. and Mr. F. The firſt begins with us in your 
twelfth paper, and Mr. F. plays into his hand in your 
enteenth, under the maſk of an old fellow of ſixty five, 
which, if taken off, would, I date ſwear, ſhew him 
to be not above half that age, if ] may judge by the 
warmth of his colouring. Mr. V. ſeis out very 
cnoothly, and pretends that our manners have been 
much injured by our perufal of certain moral writers, 


or, in other words, he weanly wiſhes to deter us 


irom ſuch a courſe of reading, as is fiited to umprove 
that reaſon which is given to us from above, given us, 
des, I will ſay it with ſteadineſs, in at leaſt as ample a 
e grce as to thoſe who have aſſumed the government 
ol the world. Here he ſpeaks the narrow wiſh of 
the whole confederated ſex ; conſcious the yare, that 
nothing but our perverted education could ſupport 
their boaſt of ſuperiority, and that with the ſame ad- 
rantages of inſtruQion which are ſo often waſted upon 
thoſe invincible brains that, merely from being cover- 
ed with a wig, aſſume the claim of rationality, we 


ſhould "ſhame them in every department of ſcience, 
| and 


* 
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and not leave even their ſophiſtry or aſſurance a pre- 
rence for taking any other part in the creation than 
that ſubordinate one, to which their ſuperior bodily 
ſtrength is evidently adapted, 

Need I'prove this aſſertion ? I call upon the obſerv- 
ing parent to vouch for the early dawn of reaſon, the 
kindly opening of the intellect, the powers of appre- 
henſion, memory, and diſtiuction, which the female 
child-exhibits to a degree that does honour to its 
rature, before the wicked policy of education ſtiſſes 
\ all its vigorous efforts, and not only denies it the due 
aſſiſtance, but, what is infinitely worſe, diverts its 
energy on the mott wretched trifles, and'fills it with 
a love for gewgaws, as if they were the purpoſe of its 
creation. I call upon the un- inſtructed of both ſexes 
to ſtand forth, and ſhew the woman's ſuperiority”; ;1 
call upon thoſe females whoſe active minds have 
forced through the cl ud, and ſhined among the fore- 
moſt, in hiſtory, poetry, criticiſm, and philoſophy — 
And for the art of government, CaTHarine of Rus- 
SIA, I invoke you, and, above all, thy mighty ſhade 
ElizastTa!— This was a woman; ſhew me ſuch a 
man! No wonder theſe ſultans of the world ſhould 
tremble, and with tive Turkiſh policy and humanity 
put out-the eyes of their competitors for the throne of 
reaſon, 

Pu! Mr, X. is apprekenfive that by reading we 
may be argued out of fome of thoſe pretty accompliſh- 
ments fo neceſſary to the happineſs of the men; or, 
in other words, that we may come to a knowledge of 
our own powers, aſſert our dignity, and aſſume a 


character ſomewhat higher than that of beings formed 


for foolery and dalliance. The Gentleman indeed 
is kind enough to allow that we have a ſtrong natu- 
ral 
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tary compliment of becoming effeminate, whoſe 
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ral propenſity to refinement, elegance, and love. I 
fear, for our curſe, that this aſſertion is too true. Hea- 
ven help us! where, as the world goes, can this pro- 
penſity be gratified ! Surely not by a ſex who, when 
they mean to be refined, always pay us the 3 

ele- 
gance is always foppery, and who, inſtead of love 
(O ſhame to profiitute the word !) value themſelves, 
with much animal importance, on a groſs, capricious, 
felfith paſſion, totally devoid of ſentiment, and a ſtran- 
ger to conſtancy, friendſhip and affeQion ! 


But we are told that the men would be all we could 
With, if we would but borrow-2 little from the looſe 
ones of our ſex, and that they (good creatures!) love 


not vice, but only ſeek for kappineſs—Mr. V. thy ar- 
-gument is as falſe as, J fear, thy heart is ſenſual—1 


deny your aſſertion, and J appeal to facts, whether we 


do not ſee many inſtances of the greateſt elegance of 
perſon, and exact attention to the ornaments of dreſs, 
thrown away on the dulleſt inſenſibility, nay poſtpon- 


ed and neglected, to ſkulk in corners in the embraces 
of uglineſs, dirt and diſeaſe and for a noble reaſon, 
weil worthy of a man, becauſe the firſt was united to 
virtue and good ſenſe in the perſon of a wife, and the 
other recommended by one ſingle charm 'tis true, but 
that an irreſiſtable one, the charm of vice, whoſe cha- 
raQteriſtic it is to quit a heavenly banquet, and prey or 


garbage. 'Nor is it merely by dreſs and tenderneſs 


that theſe lordly creatures are governed, for The un- 


generous dominion of the ſhrew is often very effectual, 


provided it be joined with the charm aforeſaid ; nay [ 
have heard of ny inſtances where the baſtinado has 
been very - ſucceſsfully applied, and very gracefully 
Q -crouched 
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crouched to. Theſe are the beings for whom we 


thould wear the Ceſus, for whoſe amuſement every 
hour of our lives ſhould be employed, and our reatoa 
left uncultivated, This is the creature who calls up- 
on all God's works to view him, to examine, to ex- 
plore, conſider, and ſtudy him as their ſtandard of 
pertection! Wete ſuch heartsto be opened, I fear Pan- 
dora's box would be the lcifer evil. 


This Gentleman, who really ſeews to lament that 
cuſtom does not admit us to a perſonal obſer vation 
of the ſcenes of vice, requeſts us, with great delicacy, 
to ſupply the place by raiſing our imaginations io the 
ſubject. But his emotions are of ſuch a kind, and ke 
is lo violently entranced, that I will neith_r follow him, 
nor look longer at this paragraph leit I Icſe my tein- 
per Pride and ambition 1 allow him we have, both 
given us tor the nobjeſt pu poſſes, to raite and animate 
our conduct to purſuits woithy of rational beiags, and 
to court, above all applauſe, even the unerring ap- 
plauſe of Maw, that of the monitor within our own 
boſoms. My pride is that I am a woman and can do 
this; my ambition, that I may ever be able to do lo. 


How candid, wiſe, honeſt, delicate, and confiltent 
are the Lords of the Creation! They breed us up in 
ignorance, and then make it their favourite ſubject of 
ridicule; if, in ſpite of all their endeavours, any ra) 
of genius break out, then all the wretched ſenſations 
of that moſt deſpicable paſſion, envy, are raiſed, and 
they labour to expoſe the reverſe of that folly which 
they langhed at before, They themſelves are oracle; 
of wiſdom ; one would imagine that to ſuch, good 
ſenſe would be very pleaſing, No—to captivate W 1 5- 
DOM we mult dreſs, and paint, and patch, and liſp, 


and giggle, and amble— We muſt ſmile, and we muit 
frown» 
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frown, and the leſs reaſon for either, the more a trace · 
tive it will be to WisD ou. Even the fineſt faces a- 
mong us if they have any meaning but a certain one, 
ere denied to have beauty. Our very imper fections 
have a pleaſing prettineſs in them, becauſe they keep 
us ſtil] 1arther from the dreaded equality, and the fil- 
her, the emptier, the more childiſh, the more truly 
ridiculous we are, the greater favourites we are of 
Wispou, and the greater is our aſcendancy over it. 


Our principles too muſt be ſtrictly delicate, or, by the 
book of cultom, eſtabliſhed by their authority, inſamy 
and the ſcvereſt penalties attend us; yet we are told 
in the ſame breath, that there is a curſed inſipidity in 
virtue, and that we ought always to make the adepts 
in vice our models of behaviour, if we mean to de- 


ght the delicacy of theſe worthy legiſlators: 


dont know, Mr. FLyx, whether I am exceEling: 
the bounds of your paper, or not. You know it is nt 
eaſy to ſtop a woman's pen any more than her tongue. 
My ideas are very far from being exhauſted, for ten 
thouſand things croud upon me for utterance, as vari- 
ous and as variable as the tempers of thoſe who are 
my ſubject. I am quite aware with what a ſcotnful, 
yet jealous eye, a female production willbe read. At 
the firſt glance there will be a ſhrug and a half look of 
pity; then it will be pronounced not to be raillery but 
railing, trifling, low, unconneRted, rambling, flimſy 
ſtle, no method, no Louth in it; nay, the blunders of 
you or your workmen wil. be charged againſt my or- 
thography. Quite eaſy am I at all this, and comfort. 
ed by one reflection that every man who reads it (if 
he undecftands it) will be galled, for it is Turk. 
Though the Lion in the fable had not been thaught to 
draw pictures, yet he could growl, and had the ineans, 
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when provoked, to Convince the man of his ratural 
ſuperiority. 

Adieu, Sir, for the preſent, you ſhall probably hear 
jrom me again, 


| Your's 
THALESTRIS. 
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— Abſentem qui rodit amicum; 

© ui non de ndlit, alio culpante ; ſoutos 

Qui captat riſus hominum. famamgque dicacis ; 
Fingere qui non wija poteft ; commiſſa tacere . 


Qui nequit ' bic nige, 1 ——.ͤ( ů e — 


Ho. 
* | 


XK >ICXHAKING a walk the other evening up the 
F NA river-ſide, I came ſuddenly on two young 
e men who were dreſſing themſclves after 
NA ſwimming, and were. in very loud and. 
earneſt diſcourſe, One of them ſeemed to be extremely 


2gitated, and had diſtreſs ſtrongly painted on as inge- 
nuous a countenance as I ever ſaw, * What, cried he, 


« and are we then loſt to each other? Is the friend- 


« ſhip. of ſeventeen years deſtroyed by an abſence of 


a few months ? But I deſire to hold no friend againlt 
* his will—Part we muſt— Yet, for the ſake of what 
is paſt, I beſeech you this once to act as a man; 
* alledge ſome fact, ſome colour of a fact, that I may. 
have the pleaſure of doing myſelf juſtice before we 
6. ſeparate for ever Vou cannot Vour mind has. 

been. 


AC 


No. 32. Os, FLyN's SyECULATIONS. 13 


been poiſoned almoſt inſenſibly to yourſelf, and the ; 
* curſed detraQtive loquacity of your new "GOO 
* whom 1 never offended has undone me.'——The 
reply died away on my ear, and I could only perce ve, 
by the ſounds, a ſubmiſſive conceſſion of an inability 
to anſwer the demand, joined io a fixed unfeeling 
tenacity of opinion. I found, in ſhort, that a worthy 
man had Joſt the friend whom he tenderly loved, 
merely from being depreciated, without being accuſed, 
and that his happineſs had been gradually undermined 
by a conſtant re-iteration of li tle calumaies, Which 
collectively could not form a ſiagle propoſition agaialt - 
his merit. 


Turning homeward cn this incident, I fell into a 
train of very uneaſy reflection on this unhappy pro- 
penſity of mankind S) warm is my love for human 
nature, that it ſeverely hurts me to meet with any 


ching that ſeems to degrade it, and I therefore always 


endeavour to deduce its moſt unfayourable ſymptoms 
from ſome. principle originally amiable, though per- 
verted and diſguiſed by frailty or -paſſiva, A mind 
poſſetTed with this kind of be:tevolent enthuſiaſm will 
be generally pretty ſucceſsful, and be able to trace 
moſt of the faults, perhaps the crimes, of ſociety, 
to the ſame ſources from which the moſt valuable ac- 
tions take their riſe. My thoughts on this occaſion 
took their uſual turn, and ] began to exert my beſt 
ill in moral heraldry to find out an honourable ge- 
ncalogy for DETRACT10N. 


By this I mean not only the paſſion for unprovokedly 
Lutti:g, but even of leſſening, one man in the opinion 
of another; of turning every little ſhade of character 
into a blemiſh ; of ſwelling with a cruel zeal every 
piziny foible into a gigantic fault, giving the worſt 

Q 3 poſſible 
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poſſible conſtruction to every doubtful appearance, 
and inventing, with a malevolent facility, an unfavour- 

able mo tive, however diſtant and improbable, for the, 
moſt meritorious, actions; of canvaſſing with delight 
the petty caſual frailties of acknowledged merit, and 
ſneering t thoſe little peculiarities which more fre- 
quently attend on active virtue than on worthleſs re- 
terve. Nor do I exclude from this idea that diſpoſi- 

tion which encourages calumny by being paſſive, and 
feeds malignity wich aſſenting looks, or acquieſcent 
_lence. 


— 


As it prevail moſt where no other occupations. 
employ the mind, I looked for it as a vitiated exereſ. 
cence of the love of action, to which nature ſo ſtrongly 
inclines, as to produce in the childiſh ſtate of life un-, 
numbered inſtances of cruelty and miſchief. But here, 
I found an eſſential failure in the analogy, for igno- 
rance of the effects cannot be pleaded by adult male- 
volence. I ſearched for it ia the indolence of pride, 
which, contented with comparative excellence, would 
maintain its ſuperiority by depreſſing others, and, with- 
out the labour of riſing, enjoy the ruins of compe- 
tition, Yet we ſee that thoſe who have entirely re- 
nounced fair fame, and ſet the opinions of the world 
at defiance, are etpinently eager to tear, from others 
the jewel which they . themſelves deſpiſe It cannot 
be envy, for eyen the wretched do not eſcape it. For | 
the honour of man, I wiſh the rarity of this vice 
would allow us to reſolve it inte a Luſus Nature, 
or one of thoſe anomalous growths which no theory 
can accovnt for, But it is unhappily as general as 
it is diſhonourable to our nature, and if any thing 
could bring me to believe the exiſtence of pure maleyo- 
lence, it is this fingle vile propenſity. 
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. 
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It muſt ameze any obſerving man who mixes in 
the world to ſee how much time and pains ate be- 
ſtowed on the mutual commpnication of little cenſures 
on the abſent ; with what a chearful alacrity memory 
and invention lend their aid, and with how fluent 
an eloquence the tongue, as if inſpired by the theme, 


performs its part. S nall alas! is the ſhare beſtowed _ 


on praiſe! How rarely occurs the attempt, how 
coldly ſeconded, how faintly puiſued, how ſoon aban- 
doned ! 

Yet the ſtrength of this impulſe is ſtill more aſto- 


niſhingly conſpicuous in the private intercourſe of life,, 


where we daily meet a baſe incontinence of tongue 


which breaks through the reſtraints of intereſt as well. 


as the ties of morality ; which hurries men to betray 
the foibles of a friend to a perſon whom they deſpiſe, 
to ridicule the little frailties of a benefactor, depend- 
ing on the ſecrecy of a common acquaintance, and - 
hazard, for this ſingle gratification, the reſentment of. 


a man whoſe, good will is eſſentially neceſſary to their 


velfare. 


On minds capable of greſs commiſſions of this 
crime, remonſtrance and argument would probably 
be loſt. But there is an inferior ſpecies of it more 
frequent, and, on the, whole, more deftruQtive to 
ſociety ; I mean that habitual obloquy which ſeldom - 
meets a harſher appellation than that of goſliping, 
but goes more commonly under the name of conver- 
ſation. This requires to be particularly guarded 


againſt, becauſe it operates almoſt inſenſibly to the 


poſſeſſor. The miſchief being produced by a perſe- 


vering accumulation of ſucceſſive little cireumſtances, . 
the guilt is not glaring enough to alarm the detraQor z 


continual practice gives new pleaſure to the work; 
| his 
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bis ſubjects multiply, his expertneſs improves, and he 


is gradually enabled, almoſt without knowing it, to 
torture a reputation with all the calmneſs of a hired . 


executioner. 


I wiſh it were not true that many perſons, in other 


inſtances unexceptionable, have from an. inadvertent 
ductility ſuffered themſelves to be carried down this 
general current. Hence obvioufly ariſes a neceſli:y 


of waiching, with the ſevereſt ſhiQneſs,- againlt the , 


firſt approaches of a paſlion, .which has the ſancton 
of too general an example, and is gratified with ſo 
much eaſe We are connected by nature in ſuch a 


manner that every man 1s a truſtee for the happineſs 


of another, and peculiarly as to his fame, becauſe. 
it lies more immediately at his mercy. Beſides the 
eſſential parts of character, there is a kind of gloſs, 
or elegant finiſhing, which is ſullied not only by the 
touch of calumry, but even by the ſlighteſt breath of 
inadvertent ridicule, A cautious ſenſibility ſhould 
therefore be ever attendant on our ordinary converſa- 
tion, and our moſt diſſipated hours ſhuuld be chaſtened 
by an attentive delicacy to mirth. 


Abſtrated from every moral argument, our very 
pride ſhould be ſufticient to keep us above this grove- 
ling vice. To ary man poſſeſſed of an intrinſic value 
for himſelf, how humiliating maſt it be, to look back 
at his own impotence in having g'ven the rein to a vi- 
cious loquacity ! How baſe, how at ject muſt he be in 
kis own eye, how infinitely degraded below the rank 
of a rational and ſocial being ! 


In the ordinary round of life great crimes are rare, 
and in a retired circle, like that in which we move, 
there are but few opportunities, and fewer tempta- 
tions for extraordinary v:ces, This equable flow of 

exiſtence 
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exiſtence is apt to flatter us with the hope that the 
breaches of duty for which we. muſt account, ate 


but few add inconſijerable. But from the advantages 


of every human ſtate there is ever a proportionable 


deduction, and I fear that out of the placid ſtagnancy 
of retirement, this poiſonous weed of detraction is 


apt to riſe in a luxuriance which is neceſſarily pre- 
vented by the current of diſſipation. 


A ſtated and rigorous examination of our conduct 
is eſſential to our ſafety from this vice. The old Py-. 


thagrrean maxim was never better applied. Every 


ſotting ſun ſhould yield a ſtrict account of all the 
little occurrences of the day, and the part which we 
have acted ſhould be traced, through all its turnings, 


with an accurate ſeverity. The poſſeſſor of every 


haneſt heart ſhould lay his hanJ on it, and ſay, has he, 


fince he was permitted. laſt to riſe from. ſleep, ſacri- 
ficed a ſingle moment of another's fame, well are, or 


eaſe, to his own private gratification ? Nas he yielded | 


to any the minuteſt call of malevolence, indulged the 


miſchievous allies of caprice, or even been a filent - 
aceomplice in the aſſaſſination of good fame ? By theſe 
enquiries we ſliall be able to arreſt thoſe diſperſed and 
fugitive little, vices, which, by being connived at, 
may ſoon form a coalition not eaſy to be ſubdued... 
If.every idle word muſt be. accounted for, what a a 
dreadſul article will ariſe from that accumulated - 


guilt which habitually revels in the injury of others, 
without even the plea of provocation! However 


eafily we may forget, or forgive ſuch treſpaſſes in 


ourſelves, there is aſſuredly a VOLUME in which they 
ſtand unerringly recorded. 


W. 
Na. 


_ ———O—— TT — 
— —— ——— . — — . . ̃ — ¶ x — — 
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No. 92. Monday, July 16, 1770. 


— 
— 


— Non omnes eadem mirantur, amantque; 
Carmine tu gaudes; hic delectatur Iambis ; 

lle Bioneis ſermonibus, & ſale nigro. 

Tres mihi convive prope difſentire videntur, 
Poſcentes wario multum diverſa palats, 

Quid dem? quid non dem? Hox, 


r 
— 


NSN CONSIDER myſelf as the maſter of a 
20 1 a feaſt and the public as my gueſts ; or, if 
* VR you will, I keep an ordinary, to which e- 
5 M very perſon, at a ſmall expence, is wel- 
come twice a weck. As there is no diſputing about 
taſtes, I have endeavoured to hit every palate, by ſome- 
times ſatisfying the keener appetite of the Gentlemen - 
wich a piece of roaſt beef, and at other times have 
preſented the Ladies with a light toſs- up, or the leg of 
an oriolan, to piddle at. To lay aſide metaphor, I 
have roved from one ſubject to another, 

From grave to gay, from lively to ſevere, 
with che moſt ardent deſire of giving general ſatisfac- 
tion, and had indulged myſelf in the pleaſing hope of 
my ſucceſs, when 1 was ſuddenly overpowered by a 
multitude of letters from various perſons, ſome praiſ- 
ing, others abuſing, ſome adviſing, and others de- 
manding, that I was quite at a loſs how to conduct 
myſelf, As moſt of my corre!pondents will expect 
anſwers, I ſhall ſelect a few of them for the entertain». 
ment of my readcis. 


-* 


— 
* 


and not ſo curt, or brief, 
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Mr, FC, | 
Your Spc. lations are too long. 
| Tom SHORT. 
Mr. SHorrT, 
My next thall be ſhorter, | 
| William FLY. 


— 


—— 


Mr. FLV, 


In your papers or Diſſertations, or Lucubrations, 
Spec ulations, or Eſſays, (for I will cail you an Eſſayiſt 
({alrhough the great Johnjon has made a diſtinction 
between them ;) for it you turn to his Dictionary, (the 
greateſt work the world has ever feen, far ſurpaſſing 
the Dictionary of the Royal Academy of Sciences in 
France, {1 Vocabolario della Cruſca for the Italian, or 
E! Biccionario Real della lengua Cajteliana for the Spa- 
niſh) (I mean the fulio editior) you will find, that he 
{ays in his ſynony mes, (from a Greek word) (ſignifying 
names that fignity the fame thing) a Speculation is * a 
mental view, or intellectual examination or contem- 
lation, &c, (which is worth your reading) and an 
Filay is a looſe fally of the mind, an irregular, indi- 
geſted piece, &c. (Which you had better turn to) 
(though Þ1i ca yeu which you pleaſe,) (for I think 
ycu partake of both) I muſt give you a piece of ad- 
vice, which I thall do thoitly, (as I hate to be ptolix,) 
be more copious, or protracted, or longer, and not fo 
curt or brief. TIuoruY TeDious, 


1 


Mr. Tepiovus, 


In my next Eſſay, Speculation, Diſſertation or Lu- 
cubration, (for you nay call me an Eſſayiſt or Specu- 
latiſt which you pleaſe) I ſhall be a great deal longer, 
WILLIAM FLYN, 


SIR, 
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SIR, 
If you continue to fill your Speculations with fa- 
«ſhivns, knoiting and ſuch trumpery, your paper will 
only be fit for the females of this age, who are ſo re- 
'markabiy fond of levity, that Jam afliamed of them; 
and if you Cen't change you ſubjeRs to ſomething ſe- 
Tious, you Can no longer expect a reader in 
DUSANNA GRAVEAIRS. 


Dea FLys, : 
Let us have more on the faſhions, or ſomething 
' ſmart about the jemmy young feilows of the town. 
Tf you give us many of your grave papers I ſhan't 


endure you, Yours, &c. 


Jenny Givpy, 
— 20 — — — 


Mr. Flvx, 

Amongſt the various ſubjects of your Speculatiom 
You have not touched upon a very interefting one to 
many of our readers; I mean politics. There is 
a club of us meets every poſt day, to drink porter, 
to conſider the ſtate of the nation, and conſult toge- 
ther for the public good. We take in your paper, 
as it contains a great deal of news ; but are much ſur- 
prized that you can ſee the conſtitution ſubyerted with- 
out emotion, A little touch on the Miniſtry would 


be agreeable in your next. 
ALEXANDER ANXIOUS. 


SIR, 

Notwithitanding your repeated declarations of keep- 
ing clear of all political matters, I find the moſt dan- 
gerous principies laid down in one of your la te Spe- 
culations. As they are Concealed with great aft, 


they ate the more pernicious, and I thipk it the duty 
of 


No. 34. On, FLvn's SPECULATIONS. 201 
of every citizen, in theſe critical times, to lay them 


open to the Public, which I ſhall certainly do in an 


expreſs treatiſe. 


The paper I complain of is the 26th, in which you 
deſcribe a Female Parliament. Sos Mr. Fiyn, Lords 
and Commons ridiculed in a breath. I thought what 
you would be at, when you hinted that the Hanover 
ſucceſſion was brought about by a pair of gloves. For 
ſhame ! | 


You are reſolyed that no part of the Royal family 
ſhall eſcape you. Every body knows who you mean 
by Paris; and as to the Miniſtry and great Officers 
of the Crown, you repreſent them no better than milli- 
ners, mantua-makers and hair-dreſſers. Your grena- 
dier cap, which contains an oblique ſtroke at the af 
fair in St, George's Fields, has really ſome humour in 
it; but when you come to the Doll from St. James's, 
I can't help exclaiming, O Tempora! O Mores! 
As you find there is one who can diſcover your in- 
tentions, you ſhould be more careful for the future; 
f you do not, beware of 

OLD SLYBOOTS. 
FLyn, WH 

Rot your Speculations. I am peſter'd with them 
from morning to night. When I go to the Coffee- 
houſe to indulge my ſpleen with the nonſenfical pur- 
ſuits of mankind, 1 hear nothing, but Ten waiter, 
bring Flyn's paper. Hibernian Chronicle in hand, Sir. 
Here you Sir, is there a d- good Speculation to day? 
© dear yes, Sis, there's a great demand for Flyn to day ; 
three ef them were ſtolen this morning before breakfaſt. 
D—n me, Tack, the horſe writes a deviliſh good letter. 
Waiter, buy me a Flyn. When I fly from the men, and 

R take 
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take refuge with the women, there you are again, at 
-breaktait, dinner, ſupper, amongſt ſathers, mothers, 
daughters, Molly, my dear, don't ſtoop fo, you'll be 
like the round ſhox!dered young Lady in the Speculations. 
Did you ſee the paper on knotting No ceremonies, Gen- 
tlemen ; you remember Flyn ; the dinner will be cold. 
This is the eternal round; ſo write no mote, unleſs 
vou can give ſome private hiſtory, or ſevere ſatire, 


which will be more pleaſing to 
MaTTHEw MorosE, 


_— —— D— 


Meſſ. WiLLiam FLY and Co. 
8 IRS, 

This ſerves to remit you my thanks for yours; 
which comes duly to hand, and the contents noted in 
conformity. Errors excepted, I approve much of your 
Speculations, and don't doubt but the returns on the 
tot will be good. Jam adviſed already that French 
night caps lie on hands, knotting dull, heads hook-up, 
head dreſſes look down, and the balance turning in ja- 
your of flat ſhoulders. But ſeveral articles, not yet 
tou hed, continue at par, Theſe you'll not fail to 
take in courſe, and above all that heavy draw- back 
on induſtry, cards, which make no ſmall figure on the 
fer contra of the year. 


I find, on an average, that one night of my 
wife's 
my days. On the twenty-ninth of September laſt, 
I opened an account current with Pam, and on 


the twenty-ninth of March (though I am convinced 
there are many articles of which I am not adviſed) 


made the balance againſt him (including colt of ſup- 


pers and chair-hire) no leſs than z17l. 11s, 42 d. 
beſides my loſs of ſleep, and my wite's company, which 
1 cid 


Loo ſquanders the labour of four of 


ta 
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did not charge. To this I may fairly tack twenty 
pounds for her extraordinary cloaths and gloves. I. 
work hard, Sirs, during the winter, in my cellar and- 
counting-houſe. My riſques are great, and my anxi- 


ety not little. Theſe deduQiansare too heavy on my | 


labour. Pleaſe advife your opinion of this, and whe- 


ther you think our luxury in general is not before hand 


with our riches. - I hope to hear from you at matu- 
ity, and am, 
8. IRS. | 7 
Your humble ſervant, 
HeEzeKian Invoice. 
P. 8. I-havewaited for the launching of your 
packet-boat on the 20th wt, as per yours of the 19th 
of April, No. 8. Hope no accident has happened. 
Shall ha ve frequent occaſion to give her freight. 
Yours as before, | 
H. I. 


Mr. Inv%ize's letter is on a ſubject of much impor- 
tance to the Public, and ſhall be duly conſidered at a 


proper opportunity, 


My dear Mr. FLVx, 


Tell me, ah! do, the real name of the perſons 


you allude to in your Speculations, and particularly 


who was the girl with the French night-cap, who loſt 


the young man by her round ſhoulders, who was ſhe 
that reclaimed the dear rake in your 15th paper, and ſhes 
in your 29th who went off with the valet ; but above all 
tell me who wrote the papers cn the faſhions, for il 
[wear they were not your own. I have as little curio- 
ay as any creature in the world, but 1 am burſting- 
to know all theſe things, My Papa ſays they are only 
general characters ; but I am convinced you have a. 
R-2.- | deeper 
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deeper meaning. And when your hand's in, let me 
know what's meant by the letters at the end of your 
Speculations, for I have a hundred wagers about 
them. Do, my dear Sir, make haſte and gratify 
| Your impatient reader, 
ARAMINTA RATTLE, 
My dear Miſs RaTTLE, | 
Your Papa is extremely right. Do not let your 
lively imagination apply what was never intended for 
any individual, Fiction is often neceſſary to convey 
inſtruction, and, without ſome pictures of character, 
writings like mine cannot poſſibly be ſupported. But 
theſe pictures ſhould be formed out of the vice or 
foiblez and never drawn from the perſon This rule 
I have ever faithfully obſerved, and ever ſhall, Let 
your curioſity therefore reſt, and not ſearch for what 
does not exiſt, As to the marks at the end of iny 
papers, they are little frolics of my own, without 
any meaning at all, I am, Mapa, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
WILLIAM FLyvw. 


N KN KN NN . 
No. 34. Thurſday, July 19, 1770. 


2 
— 


Nos queque pars mundi, queniam non corpora ſolum, 


Verum etiam wolucres anime ſumus. 
| Ovip. 


— — — ——— — — 


W LH has been faid by the Ladies, that the 
Xs Gentlemen can't bear correction, that 


N the leaſt ſeverity of reproof throws them 
MM imo a flame, and that if the ſmalleſt of 
their faults are but hintcd at, the whole ſex take up 


Ta arms» 


7, — — — — ay — 
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arms, and fiercely deny the charge, I allow this 
to be too much the caſe ; but in the following letter, 
with which I have been honoured, the fair AManDa 
chides with ſuch benevolence, that I venture to affirm, 
every one of my ſex will kiſs the rod, and readily ac- 
knowledge the truth of the facts, and the good ſenſe 
of the writer. In ſhort, the delicacy, ſenſibility and 


[ 
| 
| 
l 


| peculiar elegance that runs through it, perſuade me, 
that my readers will receive as much pleaſure from 
7 1 
the peruſal, as I did; which I can aſſure them was. -> 
very conſi lerable. 
1 AuAN DA to Mr. Fynn. 
4 As an apology for my intruſion (having no ſkill in- 
| letters, by which I might illuſtrate the ſciences, no 
y abilities to render morality more lovely, or caſt any. 
N new lights on eur revered. religion) I have prefaced 
this letter with a. female name, which will entitle me. 
to the protection of the ſenſible and benevolent, and, I 
25 hope, ſcreen me from the ſeverity of the moroſe and 
x cynical ; as they are ſo well acquainted with the diſad- 
vantages women labour under, bath from nature and 
education. 
After ſo candid a confeſſion, I ſee you at a loſs to 
ET account for my motive in writing. "This letter is the 
eſfuſion of a grateful heart, that wiſhes for powers 
to make a more ſuitable return to the benignity of a 
few *men, who have condeſcended to inform us 
he with the blandiſhments of friendſhip, and to en- 
hat treat them to proceed in the generous purpoſe; | 
— Accuſtomed as ] have been both in books and couver- | 
of ſation to the dogmatizing ſtoick, inflated with fe!f» 
up 2pprobation, partial to his own faults, too often vices, 


ms» | 3 merely 
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merely from their enormity, while he ſinks us into un- 
conquerable deſpair, as if nothing but trifles deſerved 
cenſure! How can I refuſe this public teſtimony of 
my regard to men, who appear to me inſtigated by 
the mol? delicate and generous ſenſibility, as ardently 
folicitous for our happineſs as for their own felicity ; 
which are indeed ſo twined by the wiſe and ben{hicent 


Author of our Being, that to ſeparate would be to de- 
ſtroy the bliſs of both. 


Permit me now, with kind indulgence to female lo- 
euacity, to mention a train/of refleQions which a 
letter from THaLESTRIS, vivacious, ſenſible and ener- 
getic, gave riſe to. I wiſh, that like her, I had 
genius ſufficient to hide the benevolence of my heart 
under an aſſumed character. 


It is indeed impoſſible for a woman to refl-@ with- 
out aſtoniſhment on the aſcendancy illiberal females, 
often devoid of every Charin of mind and perſon, have 
eſtabliſhed over your ſex, and when they meet with 
men of cultivated underſtandings and refined minds, 
this is often carried to a flagrant tyranny ; whilſt we 
every day ſee the moſt amiable of our ſex, if they be 
wives, neglected perhaps uſed with brutality. It is 
with genuine concern, free from reſentment, I de- 
Clare, I never knew a truly lovely woman treated 
with complacency by her huſband, You have given 
me more ſatisfaction on this ſubject than I ever be- 
fore received ; and without referve I confeſs, that 
women of virtue and erudition do.not always facrifice 
as liberally to the Graces as they ſhould do. The 
reaſons are te0 obvious to nead a diſquiſition; befides 
that thoſe _ unhappy women, obnoxious to our laws, 
k.Ipleſs and frieudleſs, compel the protection of the 

generous 
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generous by the ſtrongeſt attraction imbecility and 
dependance ! But all theſe united do not ſeem to me 
ſufficiently concluſive. 


The depravity of women in exalted ſtations is ſaid 
to be general; and I fear the cenſure is too well 
founded, as it is a natural conſequence of the corrup» 
tion and inconſtancy of the men. Juſtice and can- 
dour muſt allow they are objects, not of deteſtation 
but of pity, ſtimulated, as they are, by every incite- 
ment that can ſooth the proud, allure the voluptuous, | 
and gratify the malignity of the revengeful. What, 
alas! Is beauty, foftneſs, ſenſibility, but the ſource of 
misfortunes, the origin of vice, by ſtrongly exciting 
the deſires of the ſenſual. Such women are like our 
fineſt ſhrubs, the delicacy of whofe texture indiſpen- 
ſably requires a ſupport, and if they are deprived of 
what ſhould have ſuſtained them, their flexile tendrils, 
agitated by every gale, will neceſſarily wind round 
the firſt objects they meet with: Hence in our gar- 


dens we every day ſee the moſt noxious weeds encir- 
cled by the faireſt flowers. 


But I have a charge to make of a ſtil} more bane- 
ful tendency. Inſpired by religion, and captivated 
by © Virtue's graceful deeds, elevated and infpirited by 
the hope of future rewards, numbers might paſs 
blameleſsly through every trial, which indeed, I think, 
nothing but the hope of a bliſsful immortality, labour- 
ing under ſuch diſadvantages, could in general effect. 
Urrhappily for us, moſt men of par s and information, 
are what they call Free-thinkers ; the whole tendency 
of whoſ2 diſcourſe is to deny revelation and depreci— 
ate morality, I ſhould * un/ex me quite were I to be 
more explicit their licentiouſneſs is horrid, even from 
the mouth of a man. 


They 
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They ſet at odds Head ns jarring attributes, 
Aud with one excellence another wound ; .. 
—4 God ai! mercy is a God unjuſl. 


As'to us, the conſequence muſt be fatal, if men 
ſo reſpeRable cheriſh vice by degrading humanity to 
mere animal exiſtence. I know Faith is nota virtue, 
but-when it is ſanckified by reaſon. Whatever their - 
ſentiments may be, it is ſurely their duty not to infeſt 
the world with opinions ſo ſubverſize of goodnels, 
and ſo detrimental to the happineſs of their fellow— 
creatures, There are many of you, I confeſs, who 
have abilities 

To pild refined gold, to paint the lilly, 
To throw a perfume on the wiolet, 

To ſmnth the ice, or add another hue 
Unto the rainbow ; 


And too frequent effects have proved till higher- 


power —even the capability of rendering vice ami- 
able. | 

« They can beſt bear reprorf awno merit praiſe. 

The experieace I have had of this truth has embol- 
dened me to ſpeak with ſuch freedom to thoſe ſo infi- 
nitely my ſuperiors. 

But where ſhall I find terms ſufficiently humbling to 
addreſs their ſervile copiers in? They cannot plead, 
that their imagination Euriies them out of the com- 
mon road, that their ideas are too numerous to be 
ranged under. eſtabliſhe forms, that after having ex- | 
hauſted ſcience and paſſed the bounds of the viſi le 
creation, their minds have wantoned through ſpace, 
giving birth to Hypotheſes beyond the province of rea- 
ſon, and, in the luxuriancy of thought, raiſing ſp'en- 
did edifices without a foundation. Thefe Gentlemen 


can no way ſo eff-Qually arraign the goodneſs of the 
Aimghty 
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Almighty as by exhibiting themſelves. It would have 
the colour of an argument to thoſe whole ſenſes could 
take in but one object at a time. Yet even the low- 
eſt, if they be not really Aulomatons, may perceive: 
the neceſſity of inferior orders io the good govern- 
ment of the world, and inſtead of being the midges — 
the humble tormentors of mankind, learn from the 
ſedulous bee ty be uſeful to the community by bodily 
labour, and then I would allow them all reaſonable 
privileges ; 
Whoſe right it is uncenſur'd to be dull, 


Let us for a moment ſuppoſe Locke to have defined 
humanity, which I do not recolle& that he has done, 
(think he has only told us what it is not) there would 
not be one of the characteriſticks of man in theſe 
creatures, but extenſion, ſolidity, figure, mobility and 
motivity; indulge me with the addition of impene- 
trability, it is I think a property of matter, and from 
its duplicity pleaſes my unlettered mind, If our phi- 
loſopher had placed drills in a ſubordinate ſtate, he 
wonld have done juſtice to his remarkable parrot by 
ranking him in a more elevated ſituation. Who that 
has ſenſibility and reflects on theſe :hings can preſerve 
their remper? It is my glory that I cannot. The 
virtuous and animated I am ſure will pardon my vi- 
vacity, and as to the reſt I deem their cenſure praiſe, 


Men have private ſeminaries and public colleges 
for their inſtruction; every faculty of the God-like 
mind has been enforced to form their judgment, and 
beſtow ſolidity and beauty on their underſtandings, 
Take us helpleſs and unſupported under your protec- 
tion, recommend to parents the expanſion of our 
minds, while they are ductile, adapted to our fortune, 

| that 
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that is in proportion to the leiſure we ſhall probably- 


have: But with humble deference I would adviſe ra- 
ther to exceed than fall ſhort ; as J have obſerved in 
the loweſt ſtations times for idleneſs, and in thoſe that 
are but a little elevated, ſpace for cards and knotting. 


The amuſements of PUOEBE CLIN XET, though a 
violent caricatura, are ſurely as innocent as theſe; 


and it does not appear to me (to dwell on negatives) 
that the tendency could be mare injurious. 1 am per- 
ſuaded this would add much to your- happineſs ; for 
as Milton favs, 4 


Among unequals aulit ſociety 
Can fort, what barmony or true delight. 


As you haxe given encouragement to women to- 
write, and are at liberty to publith or ſuppreſs what 
you receive, I will make no apology for my numerous - 


inaccuracies or want of method, ſatisfied my motive 


is-laudable: If it be publiſhed, i am- ſure there will 
be very many ſneers, particularly at the frequency of - 


my quotations. I have. honeſtly not borrowed a 


thought but what I have with candour conſeſſed. 1 


pretend not to originality ; language is but a vehicle 


to convey the ſentiments of one rational creature to - 
another, and where I have recollected expreſſions 
more forcible than my own, I have freely uſed 


them. 


O. 


1. oi. oe a. 


—— 
— — 


No. 35. Ox, FLyN's SeEEULAaTIONS, 211 


No. 85. Monday, July 30, 1770. 


Ingenium cui ſit, cui mens divinior, atque os 
Magna ſonaturum. Hos. 


8 — 2 — 
2 —— 


X EX has always been one of my favourite 

[ Fa amuſements, to ſelect the celebrated paſ- 
0 . ſages in our beſt poets, to compare them 
XX with ſomething ſunilar in the writings of 
their cotemporaries, or predeceſſors, and endeavour 
from hints in ancient authors to diſcover the leading 
idea, which, like a ſpark, gave fire to the train in the 
imagination to the poet, that has afterwards burſt out 
in a phrenſy and enthuſiaſm. This proceeding is at- 
tended with many advantages ; it affords a certain 
method of eſtimating with ſt rid juſtice the merit and 
genius of the author, improves the taſte, enables the 
reader to criticiſe with judgment, and is often the 
occaſion ot his conſidering the paſſage in a new light, 
and of -ftriking out ſome latent beauty, which had 
eſcaped the eye of the moſt curious and inquiſitive 
obſerver. For this purpoſe, | ſhall take Milton's de- 
ſcription of the garden of Eden, and proceed in the 
manner I have mentioned; without however promi- 
ſing any thing new on the ſubject, deſignivg only to 
recommend this method to ſuch of my readers, as are 
ſond of taſting more particularly the beauties of our 
modern poets, 


The notion of a terreſtrial paradiſe was popular 


among the ancients, who placed it in thoſe they called 
tae 


the fortunate i/lands, ſituated on the coaſt of 4/ice, 
and ſuppoſed to be the ſame with the Canaries. The 
peculiar bleſſings of this happy ſpot are thus deſcribed, 
by Ptolomy and Plutarch: The rough northern and 
eaſterly winds are diſſipated before they reach them 
and, inſtead of rain, they have gentle weſtern and 
ſoutherly breezes, bringing along with them ſoft dews, 
which fo enrich the ſoil, that it produces plenty of 
delicious fruits without trouble or labour; the trees 
hear in a conſtant ſucceſſion ; the air is always ſerene 
and healthful, without any alteration of ſeaſons, and 
the inhabitants enjoy a perpetual ſpring. 

In Homes”'s deſcription of the gardens of Alcinous, 
the perennial ſucceſſion of fruits in fertile climates is 
circumſtantially expreſſed. 


Tall thriving trees confefs the fruitful mould; 
The red'ning apple ripens here to gold. 

Here the blue fig with luſcious juice o'erflows, 
With deeper red the rich pomegranate glows ; 
The brench here bends beneath the weighty pear, 
And verCant olives flouriſh round the year. 

The balmy ſpirit of the weſtern gale, 
Eternal breathes on fruits untaught to fail: 
Each dropping pear a following pear ſupplies, 
On apples apples, figs on figs ariſe : 

* The fame mild ſeaſon gives the blooms to blow, 
The buds to harden, and the fruits to grow. 


This ſubje& has given riſe to ſome celebrated de. 
ſcriptions in the works of modern poets ; in the fa- 
mous Portugueſe poem, the Luſiada by Camoens, where 
the ſailors are on their return entertained in the Hand 
of Bliſs, that ſprings out of the ſea for that purpoſe 3 
and in the Greruſalemme liberata of Taſſo, where Rinaldo 


is detained in Armida's enchanted gardens, which are 
embelliſhed 


6 


* 


= 


« 
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embelliſhed with the greateſt luxuriance of fancy and 
warmth of imagination. Spen/er in his deſcciptioa 
of the boxer of bliſs, has barely copied the others 
without adding a fingle thought. MrtToN ia this 
particular, as in moſt others, ſands unrivalled, as will 
appear evidently on compariſon : With half the num- 
ber of words, he has excelled them all in his deſerip- 
tion of the garden of Eden, and the loweſt and erudeſt 
idea, at his touch, ripens into gold. 


We ſhail firſt conſider the topography, or plan of 
the enchanted garden of Armida; which is thus tran- 
f1.ted by Mr. Hole. 

* The garden then unfolds a beanteous ſcene, 

With flowers adorn'd and ever living green. 

There filver lakes refle&t the beaming day 

Here chryſtal ſtreams in gurgling fountains play: 

* Cool vales deſcend, and ſunny hills arite, 

And groves and caves, and groitoes ſtrike the 
eyes. | 


That is, the garden was laid out in the higheſt de- 
gree of variety; there were lakes, fountains, riſing 
grounds and vales, groves, caves and grottoes. 


| Spenſer has only expa: ded the fame thought. 


* There the molt dainty paradiſe on ground, 

* Itſelf doth offer to his ſober eye, 

In which all pleaſures plenteouſly abound, 

And none does other's happineſs envy : | 
© The painted flowers, the trees up- ſhooting high, 
The daleés for ſhade, the hills for breathing ſpace, 

* And that which all fair works doth molt aggrace,, 
The art, which all that wrought, appeared in ne 


place. 
8 He 


— 
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He proceeds to deſcribe a fountain ſhaded with 
laurel trees; 


* Whoſe depth exceeded not three.cubits height, 
That through the waves one might the bottom ſee, 
All pav'd beneath with jaſper ſhining bright, 
That ſeem'd the fountain in that fea did fail upright,” 


MiLTton has drawn before our eyes a landſcape 
worthy of the greateſt painter. The taſte he has 
ſhewn in particulatiſing the parts, and in the diſ- 
poſition of the whole, is admirable. The garden i is 
watered with innumerable rills ; theſe at laſt uniting, 
form a caſcade, and fall into the main river, which, 
running in various meanders, ſometimes conceals it- 
ſelf, and ſometimes meets the eye. The banks are 
ſhady, and covered with flowers, not diſpoſed in the 
paltry taſte of knots aud parterres, but poured forth 
in the elegant variety and protuſion of nature, both 
cn the . funny plain, and in the dark bower. The 
ſcene is diverſified with groves, between which are 
lawns with flocks grazing on them, or hillocks co- 
vered with palms; in another part are low'ty vales, 
in another ſhady grots—but hear the poet. 


——* The rapid current, which through veins 

Of porous earth with kindly thirſt updrawn, 

© Roſe a freſh fountain, and with many a rill 

Water d the garden; thence united fell 

* Down the ſteep glade, and met the nether flood, 

Which from his darkſome boſom now appears, 

And now divided into four main ſtreams, 

Runs diverſe, wand'ring many a famous realm 

* And country, whereof here needs no account ; 

But rather to tell how, if Art could tell, 

How from that _ {ount the criſped brooks, 
Rolling 


No. 37. Ox, Fuyn's SrecviarTIONSs, 275 
Rolling on orient pearl and ſands of gold, 

* With mazy error under pendent ſhades 

* Ran nectar, viſiting each plant, and fed 

* Flow'rs, worthy of paradiſe, which not nice Art 

* In beds and curious knots, but Nature boon 

* Pour'd forth profuſe on hill and dale and plain, 
Both where the morning ſun firſt warmly ſinote 
Ihe open field, and where the unpierc'd ſhade 
Imbrown'd the noon-tide bow'rs; thus was this 
* place 

A happy rural ſeat of various view; 

* Groves whoſe rich trees wept odorous gums aud 
* balm, 

Others, whoſe fruit burniſh'd with golden rind 
Hung amiable, Hefperian fables true, 

If true, here only, and of delicious taſte: 
Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 

* Grazing the tender herb, were interpos'd, 

Or palmy hbillock ; or the flow'ry lap 

Of ſome irriguous valley ſpread her ſtore, 

* Flow'rs of all hue; and without thorn the roſe: 


- 


Another fide, umbrageous grots and caves, 


Of cool receſs, o'er which the mantling vine 

* Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 
© Luxuriant ; mean while murm'ring waters fall 
© Down the ſlope hills, diſpers'd, or in a lake, 

* That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown'd 
Her cryſtal mirror holds, unite their ſtreams. 


Taſſo tranſplants into his garden the fertility of the” 
Fortunate Iſlands. The thought ſeems to be taken 
from the paſſage in the Odyſſey above quoted, and is 
repeated again and again 5 
* By pow'rſul magick breathes the vernal air, 


* And fragrant trees eternal bloſſoms bear : 
S 2. Eternal 


TE 
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Eternal fruits in ev'ry branch endure ; 

* Thoſe ſwelling from their buds and thoſe mature. 
There on one parent ftock, the leaves among, 
With ripen'd figs the figs unripen'd hung. 
Depending apples here the boughs unfold, 

Thoſe green in youth, theſe me:low'd into gold, 
The vine luxuriant rears her arms on high, 

And curls her tendrils to the genial ſky : 

There the crude grapes no grateful fweer produce, 
And here impurpled yield neQareous juice,” 


Milten has ſaid full as much in fewer words 3, 
— —— A circling row 
Of goodlieſt trees, loader with faireſt fruit, 
gloſſums ard fruits at once of golden hue, 
* Appear'd with gay enamel” d colours mix'd:ꝰ 


And has thrown a glow of ſunſline over the whole, 
worthy the pencil of a C aue; 
On which the ſun more g'ad impreſs'd his beams, 
Than in fair ev'ning cloud, or humid bow, 


W hen God hath ſhow'rd the earth; fo lovely ſeem'd_ 


© 'T hat lancſkip.” 


Every perſon mult have obſerved the effect of the 
ſetting ſun, when its rays pierce the fringed edges pf. 


a cloud, or more particularly when it is attended with. 
a rainbow, and a gentle ſhower. At that time, the 
Oppoſition between the lights and ſhades is very ſtrik- 
ing; the ſhades are as dark as poſſible, and though 
the lights are extremely vivid, yet there is a peculiar, 
delicacy of tone and ſoftneſs of colouring diffuſed 
over all the beauties of nature. To enjoy thoſe 
beauties, it is neceſſary that the mind ſhould be in a 
ſtate of ſerenity. This ſtate is induced in a very te- 

maikable. 


—— 


5 
| 
0 
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markable degree by the purity of the air, as every 
one of my readers muſt have experienced upon firſt 


meeting the country breeze, after a long confinement. 


in the town, in its noiſome ſmells, and putrid vapouts. 


— —— And of pute now purer air 
Meets his approach, and to the heart inſpires 
© Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 
© All ſadneſs but deſpair.” 
I ſhall reſume this ſubjeQ in my next Speculation, 
Z. 


NM MMM ESI 
No. 38. Thurſday, Auguſt 2, 1770. 


Invenias etiam disjechi membra poet. 
Ho x. 


— 


XXX my laſt I conſidered the general plans 
by 7 IA of Tafſo's enchanted garden of Armida, 
#s Spenſer's Bower of Hl, and Miltan's 


compare the embelliſhments which each of thoſe 
poets have thought neceſſary to add, that no circum- 
ſtance ſhould be wanting to make their deſcriptions as 
complete as poſüble. And firft, 
As in a perfect paradiſe all the ſenſes ſhould. be * 
lighted, Tafſo introduces, 
And incenſe breathes in ev'ry balmy gale. 
From this hint have ariſen the follow ing lines, which 
are inexpreſſibly beautiful, 
—— * Now gentle gales 
Fanning their odoriferous wings diſpenſe 
| 8.3 Native 


NN garden of Eden: ] ſhall now proceed to 


N 
' 
' 
| 
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Native perfumes, and whiſper whence they ſtole 

* Thoſe balmy ſpoils. As when to them who fail, 

* Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are pait 

* Mozambic, off at ſea north-eaſt winds blow 

* Sabean odours from the ſpicy ſhore 

Of Araby the bleſt: with ſuch delay. 

Well pleas'd they flack their courſe, and many a 
* league, 

* Chear'd with the grateful ſmell, old ocean ſiniles.“ 


The ſenſe of hearing too muſt have its ſhare amidſt 
the various pleaſures of thoſe happy manſions. Thus, 
in 74%, | 
The joyous birds, conceal'd in ev'ry grove, 
Wich gentle ſtrife prolong the notes of love. 
Soft zephyrs breathe on woods and waters round; 
The woods and waters yield a murm'ring ſound :- 
* When ceaſe the tuneſul choir. the wind replies; 
But, when the ſing, in gentle whiſpers dies: 

By turns they fink, by turns their muſic raiſe, 
And blend, with equal ſkill, harmonious lays.” 

Spenſer has it thus: 

Ei ſoons they heard a moſt melodious ſound, 
Oft all that might delight a dainty ear, 

* Such as at once might not on living ground, 
Save in this paradiſe, be heard elſewhere : 

* Right hard it was for wight which it did hear, 
© To ſead what-manner muſick that mote. be; 
For all that pleaſing is to living ear, 

Was there conſorted in one harmony, 

* Birds, voices, inſtruments, winds, waters all agree. 
The joyous birds, ſhrouded in chearful ſhade, 
* Their notes unto, the voice attemp'red ſweet ; 

* TH angelical ſoft trembling voices made 


+ To th inlirumeats Civine reſpondence meet : 
The 


* 
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The filver ſounding inſtruments did meet 
With the baſe murmurs of the water's fall: 

„ The water's fall with difference diſcreet, 
No ſoft, now loud, unto the wind did call: 

+. The gentle: warbling wind low anſweied to all. 


Milton has it thus 


The birds their quite apply; aits, vernal aits, 
* Breathing the ſinell of field and grove, attune 
Te trembling leaves, while univerſal Pan 
Knit with the graces and the hours in dance, 
Led on th' eternal ſpi ing. 


Spenſer, proceeds in deſc. ibing the beauties of his 

b iſsful bower ; | 
* Thereto the heavens, always jovial, 
* Look'd on them lovely, till in ſteadfaſt taſte, 
Ne ſuffred ſtorm or froſt on them to fall, 

Their tender buds or leaves to violate, 
Nor ſcorching heat, nor cold intemperate 

Taff t'the creatures, which therein did dwell ; 
But the mild air with ſeaſon moderate 

Gently attempred, and diſpos'd ſo well, 


That ſtill it breathed forth ſweet ſpirit and wholſome 
ſimell.“ 


Lo 


a 


To enhance theſe ſtill more, he prefers the place 
to the moſt celebrated ficuations of antiquity, 


More ſweet and wholſome, than the pleaſant Lill 
* Of Rhodope, on which the nymph that bore 
A giant babe herſelf for grief did kill; 

« Or the Theffalan Tempe, where of yore 

Fair Daphne Phoebus heart with love did gore; 
O. Ia, where the gods lov'd to repair, 
Whenever they their heavenly bowers forlore ; 


+ 


* 


220 Tux Mopzxw Monitor; No. 38. 


Or ſweet Parnaſſe the haunt of muſes fair ; 
Or Eden, if that ought with Eden more. compare. 


The reader may conſult on this occaſion, for Rho- 
dope near the mountain Hamus, Virgil and Ovid. Me- 
tam. and Epift. 2; for the valley of Tempe, Ovid. 
Metam. I. 1. and Alian's Varie biſtoriæ, in which. 
there is a very particular deſcription of it ; for Mount 
Ida and Parnaſſus, Ovid. Ep. 16. and Lucan, I. 5. 


Our. poet has ſhewn no leſs art than. learning in 
concluding his deſcription of Eden in the following 
manner. by 
| — Not that fair field 
Of Enna, where Proſerpin gathering flowers, 

«© Herſelf a fairer flow'r by gloomy Dis 
Was gather'd, which coſt Ceres all that pain 
To ſeek her through the world; nor that ſweet 

« grove ; 

Of Daphne by Orontes, and th' inſpir'd : | 
« Caftalian ſpring, might with this paradiſe 8 
Of Eden ſtrive; nor that Nyſeian iſle 1 
« Girt with: the river Triton, where old Cham, | 
« Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove, 
* Hid Amalthea and her florid fon, 

| * Young Bacchus, from his ſtepdame Rhea's eye; 

4 


Nor where Abaſſin Kings their iſſue guard, 
Mount Amara, though this by ſome ſuppos'd 

< True paradiſe under the Ethiop line . 

* By Nilus head, inclos'd with ſhining rock, 

A whole day's journey high, but wide remote 

From this Aﬀyrian garden, where the fiend 

Saw undelighted all delight, all kind | 

* Of living creatures new to ſight and ſtrange. 

Enna 
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Enna was a beautiful field in Sicily, from whence: 
Proſerpi ne was ſuppoſed to be carried off by Pluto. 
It is deſcribed by Ovid. Metam. lib. 5, and by Clau- 
diun in a poem wiitten expreſly on this ſubject, De 
raptu Preſerpinæ. Daphne, was a grove in Syria, re- 
markable for the charms of its fituation, and for. the 
ditſolute morals of its inhabitants. Eutrop. lib. 6. 
Ny/a was an iſland near the river Triton in Africa, 
where Bacchus was nurſed, Diodor. Sicul. lib, 3 and 
4. Amara was an high rock, almoſt inacceſſible, 
in Ethiopia, wheie the offspring of the Abijinyan 
kings weie kept. It is deſcribed by the old geogra- 
phers. 

Thus T have endeavoured to point out the parti- 
cular excellencies of Mi.row's deſcriptions of the. 
garden of Eden, As I think the true province of a 
Ciitic is rather to diſcover beauties than blemiſhes, 
T have compared him with other poets, and am per- 
ſuaded he do:s not fuffer by the compariſon. I. 
muſt however caution my readers agaiaſt being led 
by the current of popular opinion in matters of taſte, 
but to employ their own judgment; and the trueſt. 
way to judge of poetry is i underſtand it. 

Z. 
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Duo ſemel eſt imbuta recens, ſervabit odorem 
Tefla diu. Hos. 


| To . FLYn. 

SIR. N 
MX 332 N order that you ſhould not be diſappointed, 

VI chinb it right to inform you, at my firſt ſet- 
2 Fa ting out, that you are not to expect, in the 
XI following lines, the judicious and well-ap- 
plied refleftions of a THALESTRIS, nor the delicate 
and ſenſible obſervations of an Au AN DA, to whoſe 
ſpirit and taſte, diſcovered in their Speculations, I 
think our whole ſex confiderably indebted, I who at 
preſent venture to addreſs you, am a meer old woman, 
and ſhould probably have been of very little uſe to 
ſociety, were it not that Providence had placed me 
Mother and Guardian over a dear and tender Charge, 
the duties of which character I could wiſh to fulfil in 
the moſt perfe& manner. | 


When I read your firſt Speculation, I admired the 
ingenious method you had choſen to encourage others 
to aſſiſt you in your undertaking; for, even to the 
diff ent and to thoſe of inferior genius, you preſent ed 
a Veil in one hand to cover their imperſections, and 3 
Shield in the other to guard them from criticiſm. Ac- 
cordingly I find you have been joined by many, who. 
have favoured us with ſuch beautiful productions 28 
indeed wanted neither. the. veil nor che helmet; and 
hoped, as example is prevalent, and a delicate encou- 
ragement ſoothing even to.difident minds, that others 

| ; would, 
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would, on your invitation, exert and improve thoſe 


| talents given them by the great Creator, to whom we 


are minutely accountable tor the proper diſcharge of 
the truſt committed to us and that, by this means, I 


ſhould receive .ſome uſcful hints for the future advan- 


tage of my ward. 


But, as this has not been yet the caſe, I muſt appeal 
to our kind Monitors, who ſeem very nice obſerveis 
of our conduct, and requeſt tl.ey will pleaſe to favour 
us, at their leiſure, with their theughts on the educa- 
tion ot a Daughter. I can't doubt of their being 
more ready to inftru than to cenſure, and ani all in- 
patience to know how far | have diicharged my duiy 
and what remains ſtill to be done. 


It is the opinion of many that children receive their 
firſt and moſt laſting impreſſions from the unequaled 
care, obſervation and example of their mothers ; and, 
as it was ever my fixt opinion, that I could not ex- 
pect any ſolid advantage from an education not foun- 
ded on Religion, it has been my particular care to 
make my two girls acquainted with the truths of Re- 
velation, and to fill their little hearts with the love of 
the INFINITE GO0D. 


In this I found no great difficulty. They ate, by na- 
ture, tender, ſuſceptible, yie'ding. When I acquainted 
them, in leſſons ſuited io their capacities, of the great- 
neſs of their Creator, of his wonderful works from 
the beginning, of his alinighiy power and juſtice, they 
uſed to liſten to me with reſpeQful reverence and molt 
earneſt attention, now and then making uſe of ſuch na- 
tural expreſſions, as ſhewed their admiration ; but 
when they were informed of his patience, his mercy, 
his good neſs (particularly in the great work of our 

redemption) 
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redemption) their eyes ſtreamed tears of the puteſt 
love and gratitude. This appeared to me ſomething 
more than a meer effect of nature, at leaſt the keeping 
up thoſe impreſſions has, I think, made it ſuch; and, 
it is with infinite delight, I obſerve that all their acti- 
ons are governed by the love and fear of the SUPREME 
BEING. 

It would be cruel to impute their benevolence to 
ſelf-love 3 it ſprings, T hope, from a ſuperior motive, a 
Juſt ſenſe of their duty, arifing trom that grace which 
is Cheriſhed in all good minds. When ſeldom I thought 
there was any reaſon to ſuſpect them of ſelfiſhneſs, 1 
endeavoured to convince them of its unbecoming 
meaneſs, in order to raiſe their thoughts to nobler 
views, and to animate their minds with“ modeſt 
pride.” Their delicacy has ſcon'taken the alarm at 
having entertained a thonght contrary to that perfec- 
tion, they ſhould aſpire to, which as ſoon as I] could 
perceive,'] have endeavoured to comfort them as 
Adam did his gentle Eve. 

So chear d he his fair ſpouſe, and ſhe was chear'd, 
But filently a gentle tear let fall 

From either eye, and wip'd them wxith her hair ; 
T wo aher precious drops that ready ſtood, 

Tach in their chryſtal fluce, he ere they fell 

Kiſ Y d. as the gracious ſigns of ſauet remorſe 

And pious awe, that fear d to have offendell. 

After having conveyed them through every part of 
education, commonly thought neceſſary for a young 
girl, I have had the vanity to embelliſh them with eve- 
ry ornamental part I could procure; from which in- 
deed I have not been able to diſcover the ſinallet in- 
convenience, but that my enraptured heart feels too 


much. Their muſic, painting or needle afforc's them 
| conſtant 
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"conſtant amuſement, and the reading of ſuch books. as 
I think proper to be put into their hands, engages their 


hours of leiſure, Even &knotting, Mr. FLV, I have no 


exception to, as I obſerve they only take it up at ſuch 
times and places where,.from cuſtom, it is not deemed 
an impropriety, and would be impolite perhaps to en- 
gage in any other employment. 

They have been properly inſtructed in ſuch parts of 
domeſtick knowledge, as may fit them to regulate a 
family, if they ſhould ever have occaſion ; but it does 
not appear to me, in any manner, neceſſary to make 
them ſlaves to the houſe or kitchen. Providence has 
bleſſed them with a genteel ſufficiency, and, if it 
ſhould pleaſe the divine will to reverſe their fortune, 
] hope he has given them an humble mind to bear it, 
and that their education would enable them to pro- 
cure a comfortable ſubſiſtance. They have been 
taught to conſider themſelves as travellers in this work 
where they are to remain but a ſhort time; fo that 
the end of their purſuit ingtoſſes their attention and 
will, I doubt not, ſecure them from murmuring at the 
little inconveniences which might come in their way. 

As to the article uf dreſs, IJ have thought that, in 
moſt tempers, it might be conſidered as an index of 
the mind, and therefore teave my daughters to their 
own taſte, not without obſerving their choice and ad- 
juſlments with the moſt watchful maternal eye: and 
here] beg leave to make a ſmall digreſſion by remark · 
ing, that the dreſs commonly worn in this city has the 
air of ſimplicity and innocence, whilſt the long flow- 
ing robe, falling gracefully behind, and the gloſſy hair, 
iaiſed into graceſul cur!s by the artiſt's hand, might be 
ſaid to make a ſtrong repreſentation of the Sublime 


and Peautiful, I never could think a Lady, conſulted 
2 he 
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her glaſs, in ſo ridiculous or abſurd a light as ſome 
would perſuade us, and am much indebted to one of 
your Speculations for confirming me in that opinion: 
Our mode of dreſs requires this aſſiſtance, and 1 think 
1 might affirm that we -rarely have any other motive 
for adorning cur perſons, except that which cuſtom 
and the reſpect due to ourſclves and our company 
makes neceflary. | 
Having advanced thus far, I am at a ſtand, and beg 

to be adviſed. Shall I traniplant theſe tender and de- 
licate buds to other climes, the more to ſtrengthen and 
and improve their opening luſtre,” to poliſh and fit 
them to be led into, what the worlds calls, Life ? a 
molt deluſive and dangerous path to unſuſpecting in- 
nocence lor ſhall I conceal, guard and hover over my 
more than earthly treaſure, as the miſer over his ſoul's 
idol, to ſecure their innocence in peaceful retirement ? 
Jam almoſt ready to get into Mr, Pepe's opinion. 
How happy is the blameleſs weſtal s lot? 

The world forgetting, by the world forgot : 
Eternal ſunſhine of the ſpotleſs mind ! 

Each pray'r accepted, and each wiſh reſign'd ; 
Labour and reſt, that equal periods keep ; 
Obelient ſhumbers that can wake and weep 3 
Defires compos'd, affefAions ever ev'n 

Tears that delight, and fighs that awaft to head n. 
Grace ſhines areund her with ſereneſt Beams, 

And ⁊ohiſp'ring angels prompt her golden dreams, 

For her th unfading roſe of Eden bloms, 

And wings of ſeraphs ſhed divine perfumes, 

For her the ſpouſe hre pures the bridal ring, 

For her white virgins hymen .eals+ jing, 

To ſounds of heav'nly harps ſhe dies away, 

Axd melts in viſions of eternal day. 
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will not tire you any longer, nor expoſe myſelf to 
the danger of doing diſhonour to a ſubje& which I 
hope to fee illuſtrated by the pen of a TuaLrst rs 
or AMaNnDA, if your male aſſiſtants ſliould diſappoint 
me. The advantage of children yet unborn, and the 
good of ſociety in general, call loudly for at Ikaſt 
one hour's inſtruction from the pen of a winter whoa 
underſt inds human nature, and will oblige with the 

cates of a judicious, ſenſible, virtuous heart 
An Axnxtous Morne 


The ſubject, on which the Anxious Moher has fa- 
voured n:e with the above letter, is fo intereſting and 
important, that I flatter myſelf T ſhall ſoon be enabled 
to gratiſy her expectation. Until then I preſume to 
g've it as my opinion that the plan ſhe has hitherto a- | 
Copted is exceedingly rational, that ſire may remain 
in full confidence of having diſcharged her duty pro- 
p*riy, and in perſect hope of obſerving, every day, the” 
moſt happy conſequences of her early care. 


Life, it muſt be acknowledged, is very frequently 
a dangerous and deluſive path to unſuſpecting inno- 
cence,” but, I fancy, it is only fv to thoſe who tun 
giddily thro' it, without looking before them, or on ei- 
ther fide : Such as careſully obſerve, and cautiouſly 
tread in the real path may paſs ſecurely on, for, hav- 
ing diſcovered the derious alluring ways into which. 
the incautious had ſtrayed, they might eaſily learn to 
avoid the ſlippery Maze, and be happily conducted to 
the end of their walk, under the guidance of Virtue, 
Prudence and gaod Senſe. 


It muſt be, no doubt, of con ſiderable uſe to young 
Ladies, as well as to the Gentlemen, to have opportu-- 
"ues of obſerving the cuſtoms and manners of thoſe- 

* 2 of 
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of other nations; but I cannot, by any means, conſent 
(pleaſing as Mr. Pope's picture of retirement is) to a 
young Lady's being ſequeſtered from the world, in 
which ſhe may undoubtedly poſſeſs * Eternal ſunſhine 
of the ſpotleſs mind,” and be a real friend-to ſocicty in 
the character ofa Wire, I appeal to my fair cor- 
reſpondent's experience and obſervation, for the truth 
of this aſſertion, and hepe that her anxiety will, in due 
time, terminate in the ſatisfaction of prevailing on ler 
daughters to become Harey MoTHE xs. 
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To Mr. FLV. t 

8 IR, & 
332K N a converſation, at which I had the plea- t] 
8 | Fa ſure of being preſent a few days ago, tl 
FA * amorg other ſubjects, that of dreaming. 11 
MIN was ſtarted; and it was conſidered how O1 

. far this ſtrange phænomenon of our frame nay be rea- th 
ſonably allowed as a proof or illuſtration of the diftint ph 
cr immortal nature of the ſcul. On a topicy like an 
this, it is eaſy to imagine that there were many ard. ele 
various debates. The ſubjc& was of ſuch a kind as to PR 
afrord racm for a great diverſny of hypotheſes, ent 

v ithout any degree of certainty or preciſion. It e 


was of ſo ſubtle and fleeting a nature, as to ſhp al- 
moſt Sin 


No. 41. Ok, Fivn's Sercutarions. 229 


moſt from the contemplation before it could be ſuf- 


fi-iently peruſed. 

In general, however, it appeared to denote a power 
and activity in the ſoul which cannnot be ſatis/aftorily 
accounted for by mere matter. We ſem, on the'e oc- 
caſions, to have ſometh:ng within us, that diſdains to 


partake in that torpid ſtate which is neceſſary to the 
refreſhment of our wearied bodies; ſomething that 
ſoars above inſenſibility, tranſporting us into the moſt 
pictureſque and lively ſcenes, and hurrying us through 
an innuite variety of adventures, with a rapidity to 
which our briſkeſt waking thoughts are ſtrangers. It 
ſrems to exult in an exertion of its natural vigour 
and ſuperiority ; and, being partly diſengaged from the 
embaraſſment of matter, affords a ſpecimen, though 
a faint one, of the energy it will be capable of, when 
totally releaſed from its load: 


It is alſo remaikad!e, that our perceptions of plea- 


ſure and pain, eſpecially the former, are often, oa 
theſe occaſi ins,, uncommonly acute, far beyond any 


effort of the imagination in our waking hours; and 


the impreſſions ſo firong, as to ſtick to us through all 
the buſtle of the ſucceeding day. Many peculia- 


rities too, ariſing from ſome impediment or defect in 


eur mechanical ſtructute, are frequently removed at 
the inſtant we enter into the viſionary world. The 
phlegmati: become volatile; the modeſt, aſſured ; and 
the filent and reſerved harangue with all the force and 
eloquence of language. The notions produced by 
piejudice and cuſtom too are oſten quite effaced ; we 
enter, without awe, the palaces of Kings, app oach 
their thrones with eaſe, and converſe with them in 
the utmoſt "familiarity Nay, ſo daring is the ima- 
rigen, that it bears us beyond the grave, and 

34 often 
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oſten mixes us with angels, dæmons, and departed 
ſpirits. | 

Were the ſoul no other than a modification of 

matter, it ſhould ſeem as if- its functions muſt be- 
com e weak, flow, and impotent, in proportion as the 
material organs are ſunk in fatigue and inſenſibiliiy, 
and indiſpoſed for action. But, on the contrary, we 
ſee it gain an addition of power and activity; it grows 
more volatile, rapid, and ſenſitive, as if its ſlow-paced 
partner were rather a clog than an aſſiſtant to its 
abilities. | | 

Nor is ſuch a.ſuppoſition affected by the wildneſs 
and confuſion which generally attend our dreaming 
thoughts. For, while the ſoul continues to be tied 
to this. material machine, and is doomed to act by the 
intervention of its organs, it were abſurd to expect 
any perfect or connected chain of ideas, when theſe 
organs, or any of them, are benumbed and unfit for 
co-operation. It is, for this reaſon, highly probable, 
that, even in dreams, though the groſſer fibtes of the 
brain may be too far plunged in lethargy to lend their 
aid toward a regular ſyſtem of thought, yet ſome of 
the finer and more ſenſible ones ate kept awake by 
the impulſe of the roving ſpirit, and, like the delicate 
chords of the Aolian lyre, produce thoſe enthuſi- 
aſtick ſtrains, which, however wild and irregular, are 
affecting beyond the utmoſt efforts of any ſtudied com- 
poſition. 


Some doubts, however, were ſtarted, whether the 
Hul exerted ſuch a perpetual activity; and Mr. Loches 
erguments agaiaſt it were much inſiſted on. Indeed, 
28 we are frequently not conſcious of having dreamed 
at all, it may plauſibly be imagined, that our thinking 
part often took a ſhare in the body's inſenſibility, and 

| had 
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had occaſion for intervals of reſt, But, on a nearer 
view, this objeQtion ſeems to have but little force; for 
many circumſtances make it highly probable, that we 
often dream without being able afterwards to recollect 
it. We know, by experience, that the matter of our 
dreams has frequently. lain, for ſome time, buried in 
oblivion, till ſome. correſponding incident has rouzed 
it to the memory; from which obſervation all the dif- 
ficulties on this head ſeem eaſily ſolved. If we were 
to take the t1cuble of calling up the ideas of the night 
at our firſt awaking, we ſhonld, in many caſes, give 
them a ſtability in our remembrance But this we 
ſeldom do; the objects around us inſtantly ruth on 
our ſenſes, and the cares of the day on our attention, 
which conſpire to efface the impreſſions from the 
brain; ſo that unleſs ſomething analogous to them 
ſhould afterwards-occur, we are apt to reſt perſuaded 
we had not dreamed at all; and this muſt generally 
be the caſe, as our dreaming reveries fly ſo very wide 
from the paths of real life. 

We may farther cbſerve, that the impreſſions of 
our dreams are very various in their degrees. Some- 
times diſtin and ſtrong, eſpecially when pleafure or 
pain has a ſhare in them. At other times partly di- 
ſtinct, and partly confuſed ; and from this a gain there 
are different degrees of confuſion, until, at laſt, we are 
able to remember nothing more than that we have been 
dreaming, without being able, on the ſtticteſt ſcruti- 
ny, to call back a ſingle idea, And from theſe dif- 
ferent kinds of impreſſion it ſcems no forced tranſi- 
tion to ſuppoſe another degree, ſo faint, as to leave us 


ignorant, not only of what we dreamed, but even that 
we dreamed at all. 


The 
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The truth of it is, that however eſſontial conſci- 
ouſneſs may be to tiouzht at the time, yet an after- 
conſciouſneſs, or recollection, is by no means ſo. We 
often walk the ſtreets, and go through many of the 
diſterent occurrences of liſe, without feeling any but 
inſtamaneous impreſſions, which vaniſh immediately 
beyond the power of recalling. Nay I know many 
beſi es myſelf, who have been oftea ſo engaged in an 
uniutereſting tranquility of meditation, as not to be 
able to declare, the next inflam, what was the imme- 
diate ſubject of their thoughts, . To a labotious phi- 
lolupher, like Locle, who was conflantly occupied in 
a cloſe and intenſe inveltigation of important truths, - 
no wonder that this ſhauld appear impoſſible; and yet 
tne fact is certainly fo. But ſurely it would not be 
fair to infer that we Co not think in ſuch moments as 
thiſe, becauſe our ideas are of too faint and indiffe- . 
rent a nature to impreſs the memory. And if this be 
the caſe in dur waking hours, it is not only poſſible, 
but probable, that the ſame ſpirit, which is often ſo 
amazingly active in our ſleep, is never eatirely torpid, 
but acts always, though with d'fferent degrees of vi- 
gour, and ſometimes on ſubjects too flight, too ſabtil; 
or too rapid, to have any effect on our faculty of re· 
collection. 

And on this principle we may more pleaſngly ac- 
count for our ſometimes perceiving no diſtance be- 
tween the moments of falling aſleep and awaking, 
than by ſuppcſing the foul to be, during that inter- 
val, in a fiate of flupefaction For as our idea of 
duration ariſes merely from a reflection on the train cf 
images in our mind, if thoſe which occur in our ſl-ep 
ſhould be too weak and unintereſting to affect the 
memory, 


- 
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memory, the conſequence will be the ſame as if we 


had not thought at all in that time, and the idea of 


ſo much duration will be abfolutely loſt, But I muſt 
here obſerve, in confirmation of what J have beſore 
advanced, that this is not often the caſe. We ſel- 
dom ſleep. ſo ſound, but that we have kind of a glim- 
mering conſciouſnefs.of the-progreſhon of time, though 
we cannot afterwards point out one idea that paſſed 
through qur thoughis. 


The great Locke has confeſſedly argued on this point 
with leſs preciſion and more prejudice than is uſual 
with him. His firſt aſſertion being contradicted, irri- 
tated him to a very unclear, and unſatisfactory, but 
very warm defence of it, 

acknowledge that this ſubjet admits more of 
hypotheſis than concluſive argument. And yet I can- 
not but fancy ſtrongly, that the operations of the ſoul 
in ſleep afford a dawn of its native abilities, and im- 
material eſſence. When the body is ſunk in ſtupe- 
ſaction, the avenues of ſenſation ſtopped up, and the 
whole material machine lj ing under all the incapaci- 
ties of a temporary death, we ſtill find ſomething 
within us volatile and unfatigued, and enjoying its 
activity in recalling and combining, in various ſhapes, 
the ideas it had received. It draws the livelieſt pio- 
tures of fancy, often datts on a lucky expedient, nay, 
there have been inſtances of its finding the clue of 
doubts which had baffled the flower proceſs of waking 
reaſon ; as if it meant to give a proof of thoſe intuitive- 
powers which it will probably exert when it ſhall 
eſcape to the intellectual world, when the problems. 
of Archimedes and the labours of Newton, ſhall ap- 
pear as.the moſt eaſy and ſelf-evident truths. 


The 
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The ſimilar appearances in inferior animals can be 
no objection to this ſuppoſition. That they have their 
dreams, is highly probable ; that they have ſome: hing 
in them which is diltin& from, and will ſurvive, their 
bodies, ſeems to me as much ſo. Mere matter will 
no more account for their operations, than ours; nor. 
is there, in my apprehenſion, any. ſufficient reaſon 
againſt allowing them a ſuture ſtate, but many ſtrong 
ones for it. This, however, is one of the thi gs- 
which are nat neceſſary for us to know, and which 
we are thereſote, not qualified to know. 


„ 


6 
No. az, Thurſday, Auguſt 16, 1770. 
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Nil fine labore. ——— —— Ho. 


— 


To Mr. Fry. 

8 IR, | 
XL XX AVING obſerved indolence to be a con- 
EA 3 Is comitant of mental abilities, I ſend you a 
8 74 juvenile trifle; that whenever your friends 
NA * prefer reſt to celebrity, they may fill up 
a page with it. Remarks on the equality of the di- 
ſtributions of Providence gave riſe to this little play- 
ful tale; the more experience I gain, and the oftner 
reflect on this ſubject, the more fully conviction 
poſſeſſes me. We are none of us fo depreſſed as the 
Ce:pondency of impatience ſuppoſes, nor is there any 
ſituation however elevated or apparently happy, 
without its alloy of miſery. 


| do 
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I do not know a ſcheme more worthy the pen of 
the learned and benevolent, as many pious perſons 
ale thrown into deſpair by every little misto1 tune, as 
if it were the immediate .puniſhment of ſupreme jul- 
tice, and the flagitious airaign the equity of Proyi- 
Cence.; both I thiak from not taking an accurate ſur- 


vey of the degree of their enjoyments (which are pro- 
portionable to the capacity of the poſſeſſor rather 

than to the richneſs of the gift) and extent of their 
duration; and comparing the deties of temperance | 
and inordinacy, Which are in general the effects of | 
fiiuation ; while the ingenuous mind would ſoar to | 
1ofinity, and the benign heart pant for omnipotence, | 
without perceiving the blaſphemous tendency. Dpon | 
the whole I believe no one of obſervarion will con- 

tend, that the abundance of affluence, either mate- 

rial or intellectual, creates fewer wants than the in- 
digence of penury. We have all ſome peculiar feli- 

city, which habit and pride render molt pr cious, and 

which any other ſtate might ſeclude, or deſtroy 
there:ore an humble acquieſcence is as much our inte- 

teſt, as it is our duty. 


For my part I never lament with impatience the 
imbecility of my mind, but when IT would vindicate 
the diſpenſations of the Almighty. Yet though I am 
incapable of proving to conviction perhaps the moſt 
obvious truth, I may, by turning the thoughts of 
others on this momentous ſubject, be the remote cauſe 
of conſiderable advantage to my fellow-creatures 
and whatever Providence has in bis wiſdom with- 
held, I bleſs his goodneſs for having beſtowed on me 
a heart that can delight in beneficence. | 

Jam, Sir, &c, 


The 


7 
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The Fire Rabed God hath three thouſand times be- 
held each varying ſeaſon, that with grateful viciſſitude 
circling decks the Checkered year, ſince there reigned 
in Caſſimere, favoured with his earlieſt beams, Indus, 
u ho claimed the ſource of day for his fiie. His mo- 
ther the cryſtal footed Naiad, Fechena, gave love to 
the Golden haired God. Her fair purity ſtill captivates 
him; and hence it is that he drives with ſuch ſpzed 
from us, looks in the morning with fo vivacious a 
gaiety, and in the evening wears ſo ineffable a ſmile. 
His ſon by the potency of wiſdcmand energy of va- 
lour ſubdued all the nations that environed him, from 

the great fea that imboſoms ten thouland ſmaller 
worlds, to the icy mountains of the North ; from 
Euphrates crowned with the wonders of Babylon, to 
the fertilizing Ganges, adored by the natives of the 
Eaſt as the diſpenſer of good, . 


Many years did Indus reign diffuſing beneficence a- 
round him, till at the intreaty of Phœæbus, Fufiter ren- 
dered him immortal, placing him among the river 
Gods. His people grateful to his benignity called 
their country India; which is fo highly favoured by 
Apollo that there alone he ſeems to exert his whole 
influence, covering its ſurface with bloomy fragrance, 
and enriching its bowels with yo ſparkling as the 
beauty of Jechena. 

When the day came on which his reſplendent fire 
had promiſed to give him a potion of immortality out 
of the nectared cup of Jupiter, he called his two 
ſons, Adverſity and Profperity, to him, and divided his 


dominions between ihem; giving to the ficlt all that 


lay north of Caſſimere, its rocky hills, and woody val- 
lies; and to Proſperity the effloreſcent fields of Godab, 


and the diamond mines of Golconda. This diſtribution 
ay 


4 
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of Techena. 
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my children, ſaid he, may, at preſent, appear unequal, 
but experience will convince you of its juſtneſs. You, 
Adverſity, will receive from the laborious hand of In- 
duſtry not only the riches and delicacies of your bro- 
ther's kingdom, but every production of omniferous 
nature; while, you Proſperity, from the ſpontaneous 
Produce of the fruitful earth, will become enervated 
by fullneſs, and emaſculated by reſt, languid as the 


occidental winds that bring contagion, and drooping 


as, the fair almend tree, whoſe flowery redundance: they 
have blighted; exempt from want, but incapable of 
felicity. Whilſt thy ſinews, Adverfity, braced by ex- 
erciſe, health glowing on thy cheek and ſparkling in 
thine eye, ſhalt be vigorous as the beams of Apollo, 
and vivid as the verdure that laughs along the banks 
His ſons ſeemed already to experience thoſe prophe - 
tic truths, Adverſity was animated by Hope, and 
Proſperity ſatiated by repletion. Indus was borne in a 
golden cloud, which his mother had given, and his fa- 
ther made effulgent, to the manfions of the gods, 
where he was inveſted with immortality. Bacchus 
crowned him with vines; Cybele threw over him a 
verdant mantle, enriched by Ceres ; Thetis embroidered 


- his veſt with pearls 3 and each bright celeſtial of the 


heavenly ſynod beſtowed profuſe ſome ethereal boon. 
Apollo endowed his waters with ſalubrity, and Fechene 


gave him a cryſtal vaſe from which to pour his tranſ- 


lucent waves. 
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Tot premit ordinibus, tot adhuc compagibus, altum 


Adifcat caput : Andromachen fronte videbis, 


Pojt minor eſt - aliam.credas. © 


_ 


Joven.. 
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STATE oe Tus FASHIONS. 
The HEAD. 

Extrad of a letter, dated London, July 26. 
* BEN HE GenTLEMEN wear, in undreſs, 
N one curl at each fide, very high and 
FA d very forward; in full dreſs, three cuils 
NN NN principally, ; but others a great many, 
which meet at the top of the head. Some, who are 
in che height of the faihion, wear a long curl, which 
beginning where the eyebrow ends, . deſcends gradu- 
ally till it meets the upper part of the bag. Powder 

for one dreſſing, 11h, 6 0z. pomatum 3 rolls, 


* The Lavies in general wear 79upees of many dif- 
ferent forms; } ut the upright /avſage curl on the tem- 
ple is quite out, The /co/lop toupee is reckoned very 
elegant, and is chiefly worn dy Ladies who don't 
chuſe to be in the extreme of the mode. The higheit 


in aſhion is the heart toupee, that is one in the thape | 


of a heart; and in theſe there is a great difference 
in ſome the ſides project fo much as to reſeu. ble horns, 
and that is chiefly worn at Court; in others, it is va- 
riouſiy decorated with curious ſtars ſtuck here ant 


there. | 
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there. In general it ought to riſe before the length 
of a face and a half. 


On Friday laſt I received the following card. 


* Miſs Bodiſh preſents her compliments to Mr. 
Fx, and deſires he would ſend her no more of 
* his papets, having .no farther occaſion for them, as 
* ſhe wears the new ſaſhioned toupees.” - 

I laid my head on my arm and continued in pro- 
ſound cogitation for ten minutes, without being able 
to de:ypher- this myſterious card; or diſcover what 
relation there could poſſibly be between Miſs Modiſh's 
toupee and my Speculations.* I conſulted Mrs. Fry x 
on the ſubject, who could only inform me, that a tou- 


Pee was an attilicial head of hair, but was equally at a 


loſs about the point 1n queſtion, . 


I reſolved at length to apply to my friend Thrne, 
who laughed at my perplexity, and told me that he 
had the honour of dre ing that very Lady's hair, which 
ſae always took care ſhould be curled with my Specu- 
lations ; that artificial toupees were much in fathion, 
vaich, as they covered the natural hair, would fave 
the trouble of applying the curling iron, and he could 
ailure me that my Speculations would no longer be 
degraded to the vile office of ſerving ſor papillates.” 

I returned home a little piqued, I muſt confeſs, at 
Mr. Thorne's explication of the card; though I could 
not help laughing at the whim of the Lady, and upon 
reflection was much elated at the thoughts, that my 
Speculations ſhould aſſiſt in adorning the outſice as 
well as the inſide of her head. 


A friend of mine, who is a great philoſopher, aſ- 


ſares me, that the Lady's notion is far from being 
U 2 abſurd, , 
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abſurd, and that he has often ſeriouſly thought of it 
as an eaſy way of communicating information. For, 
ſays he, if you conſider the operation of curling; 
each lock of hair is carefully ſeparated from the reſt 
by the dextrous fingers of the artiſt, and careſully in- 
volved in a piece of your Speculation: This lock we'll 
ſuppoſe to repreſent a ſimple idea; the whole head, 
which contains 436 locks, or curls, may repreſent a 
complex idea, To explain this better to the Ladies; 
a piece of ſilver filk at Stewelly's may repreſent the firtt 3. 
and that ſame ſilk modified into a gown and petticoat. 
by Mis. H'i/liam/on will neceſſarily be compounded of 
ning, flounces, furbelows, trimmings, &c. and this; 
allo including the additional circumſtances of its being. 
n ade in the beſt taſte, of the ſſeeves being properly 
fl ped, ard of the train's weepi g gracetully on the 
ground, vill familiarly repreſent the other, Conſider 
then, if a ſentence be employed in curling a firgle- 
lock, it will take up-a whole Speculation to fiaiſh, 
the head, and as heat is well known to extract the. 
virtues of all ſubitances, the cuiling iron, applied: 
hot, will undoubtedly have that effect; all the ideas; 
contained, will be ſet on float, and by a proper appli- 
cation of the night-cap afterwards, the whole will be 
concentrated, and penetrate the ſcull, to the great im- 
provement of the Lady who undergoes the operation, 
But I ſhall proceed to conſider the antiquity, utility 
and importance of Tour EES. 


Their antiquity may be eaſily demonftrated from. 
the numberleſs antient buſts that adorn the cabinets of 
the curious. The Fauſfi nas, Agrippinas, and Sabi nas 
all wore them, as may be ſeen in thoſe collections; 
there you have the Tete de Mouton, the Cheveux 


creſpues, and above all the Scollop-ſhell toupee. There 
13 


\ 
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is a very fine buſt of Plitina wife of Trajan, in which 
ſhe is repreſented as dreſſed in this laſt t9ypee, where 
the gradation of the curls is as accurately expreſſed, 
as in the head of a young Lady at the Aſſ:mbiy, when” * 
drefſed by Thorne, and what is ma remarkable in 
the buſt i mention, the whole Tete, though of marble, 
is moveable, and may be taken off at pleaſure, leaving 
the head as bald as a Capuchin friat, Ihis may be ob- 

j-Red to by our modern Ladies, who will undoubtedly 
Cecry the ſkill of the ancient friſeur, as if a tete could 
not be contrive without the wearers ſubmitting to 
have her head ſhaved ; but this difficulty will be in- 
ſtantly cleared up when I inform my fair readers, that 
this Platina was celebrated for many virtues now un- 
faſhionable, and amongſt che reſt for a particular af- 
fection to her huſband, inſomuch that ſhe accompa- 
nied him into baniſhment, -drefſed like a man, for 
which purpoſe, it was neceſary ſhe ſhould cut off her 
hair, and this circumſtance I ſuppoſe the ſculptor in- 
tended ſhould be particu'arized in making the tete 
nioveable. . The Heart toupee indeed I have not ob- 
ſerved in any-of the ancient buſts ; but this elegant 
inpravement has been reſerved for the ingenuity of 
the-moderns to diſcover. 


Juvenal, from whom I have taken my motto, men- 
tions, that the Ladies in his time wore ſo many rows 
of curjs, one over the other, connected together with 
ſo many pins, ſo much wool and other materials, 
and probably with ſuch a quantity of blond lace over 
all, that, ſays he, look at a well dreſſed woman in front, 
you would take her to be a gianteſs, look at her be- 
bind, ſhe is a dwarf. 

Lat us next examine what conſequences will attend 
the wearing of zoupees, if the faſhion ſnould become 

5 EE Who un.ver:!. 
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univerſal. It is well known that the brain is ſo ten- 
der an organ, that it is ſuſceptible of various impreſ- 
ſions from the different envelopements of the head, 
and that: a certain degree of warmth, particularly 
that, which à large quantity of artificial hair commu- 
nicates, is productive of ſurpriſing effects. This is 
very remarkable in the learned profeſſions. How 
often does it happen, that a ſage of the law 
attempts in vain to diſcuſs a knotty point leaded with: 
intricacies,” when in his ſtudy and under the influence 
of a red night- cap; but ali difficulties fty before him, 
and his deciſions. become irreverſible, as ſoon as his. 
brain feels the genial warmth,of a Chancery wig? In 
phyſic its effects are equally notorious, A young 
practitioner, upon leaving the Univerſiiy, finds him- 
ſelf poſſeſſe d of the whole ſcience the inſtant he aſ- 
ſumes the full- bottom, and not only the mind but the- 
body undergoes a conſiderable alteration; for, ſtrange 
to behold !' the lounging gait is conver ed into the ſo- 
lemn ſtrut, and the vacancy of countenance, attend- 
ant on youth and inexperience, is ſuddenly converted: 
into the diſma! look of ſelf- importance and profound 
meditation. | 


If ſuch be the effects produced by wigs on the groſſer 
paris of the creation, what unhappy changes muſt: 
the more delicate organs of the Ladies ſuffer by the 
additional weight and warmth of the new toupees? I 
tremble when I think of it; and muſt, as is my duty, 
caution every fair reader, againſt (what every woman 
of ſenſe will avoid) priding herſelf upon being the firſt 
in the FAs HIOx. 


O. 
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Tunc ſumus incauti, ſtudiague aperimur ab ipſo, 
Nudague per luſus pectora noſtra patent. 
Ira ſubit, defirme malum, lucrique cupidlo, 
Turgiaque, & rixe, ſolicituſque dolor. 

Ov1D. 


— 


844 & HE following letter was miſlaid, or it 
4+ -p ſhould have been inſerted long fince 3 


* which I hope the writer may conſider as 
N a ſufficient apology. 


> To Mr. FIX. 
S IR,. | 

Tt has been the fate of the moſt uſeful inventions to 
have been decried by intereſted perſons, and the moſt 
important diſcoveries to mankind have been ſuppref[- 
ed or their progreſs retarded by the united efforts of 
malevolence and prejudice, That this has been the 
caſe of CRD PLATIN, I can ſafely affirm ; and 
though it may ſeem paradoxical to moſt of your rea- 
ders, I flatter myſelf that I ſhall prove to demonſtrati- 
on, that nothing has contributed ſo muchto the great 
reformation in the morals of mankind, for which this 
laſt century is remarkable, and that ſociety has been 
exceedingly benefited by the prevalence of this truly 
rational amuſement, 


All writers of morality have agreed, that the vices 
of human nature have ſprung from the violence of the 
paſſions 3 


- — 5 
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paſſions; they ſtrongly recommend that all the efforts 
of reaſon ſhould be employed to bridle thoſe unruly- 
d. : but at the ſame time lament hat too often all 
reſiſtance is vain. bx pet ience kas proved, that Card 
f laying extinguithes moſt of the paſſions, or at eat 
concentrates and contracts them to a very ſmall ſphere, - 
the Card-table and the perſons who fit round it; ard. 
thereby produces, if not virtues, a freedom [rom vices. . + 
at leaſt. | 

Love, or if you will, the mutual deſtre of che ſexes - 
which is the moſt violent and irreſiſtable of our paſ- 
ſions in unmarried perſons, and has produced the moſt 
fatal conſequences both in private and public liſe, is 
totally ſuppreſſed by this.-wonderſu! mtidote. Intri-- 
gues are never carried on, nor are aſſignations made 
at the Cardstable. On the contrary I. have a thou- 
ſand times obſerved that a young man, with all the 
circumſtances about him, that could make him feel 
and inſpire the paſſion of love, when ſeated at a Card- 
table with a blocming beauty at each ſide of him, and 
another leaning on the back of hi: chair, has been ut- 
terly inſenſible to their charms, attentive only to his- 
game, and amidſt a diſplay. of killing attractions has 
paid bis devotion only, to the goddeſs of his wiſhes) - 
the Queen of Trumps The Ladies too, whoſe charms / 
| have always been fatal to the peace and tranqu'lity “ 
of mankind, upon indulging in this amuſ-ment loſe 
that glow of health ſo dangerous to our hearts, and 
from a repetition of noQurna} vigils the pallid hue of 
diſeaſe overſpreads the countenance, and the lirtle 
loves that inſpired every feature take their flight, and 
leave our hearts as free as air. ] expect to ſee ſhortly, 
(I congratulate my ſex upon it) a total ſub verſicn of 
all ſemale empire. 


— 


Together 
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Together with. the natural feelings of the fair ſex, 
it anmhilates many other little paſſions, with which. it 
is preſumed, none but vulgar women ale actuated, I 
mean thoſe antiquated whims of affection for their 
buſbands or care of their children. A true Card-play- 
er is ſuppoſed to be in genteel life, and therefore al- 
ways appears diveſted of thoſe foibles, as ſhe knows 
that maternal fondneſs, and domeſtic accompliſh- 
ments would make her appear ridiculous in good 
company. 

Some have ſuppoſed, very erroneouſly, that ava- 
rice is at the bottom of this favourite amuſement, and 
that perſons who meet at the Card- table have a deſigns 
upon each other's. pockets. I am perſnaded, thoſe: 


perſons cannot be influenced by that baſeſt of paſſions, 


but that the ſole end of their meeting is a public- ſpi- 
rited one, to promote a Circulation of caſh, which alt 
writers agree is ſo uſeſul in every community. 


That it encourages œconomy I allow, as the Card. 


money goes towards paying the ſervants wages. It 


alſo occaſions great ſavings in other articles. I have 
heard of Ladies who for a number of years won as 
much trom.their comp ny as paid the whole expence- 
of the ſupper. It affords too a great opportunity for. 
exerciſing acts of charity, as it is io be ſuppoſed that 
at the end of a year the winnings in the card purſe: 

are given to the poor. | 
R totally deſtroys that paſſion ſo deſtru@ive of ſo- 
Cicty called pride, which is the imagining one's (elf. 
of higher rank in point of family, fortune or accome 
pliſhments than thoſe who are our equals, perhaps our 
ſuperiors, in theſe particulars. This it eff. Qs (for paſ- 
ſions as well as diſeaſes are cured. by their contraries) 
by 
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by introducing an exact equality between thoſe who 
are aſſembled for the-purpoſe of card- playing. For let 
a man be ever fo baſe born, diſagreeable, illiterate, in 
ſhort any thing but a beggar, (for money he muſt have) 
if he be only poſſeſs'd of the uſeful talent of making 
one at a party, he is u pon an equal footing with. 
every perſon in company, however his ſuperior in 
rank and fortune. It is alſo exceedingly produQtive 
of benevolence and brotherly love, as it aſſembles to- 
gether the moſt diſcordant and incongruous individu- 
als, and unites, for a time at leaſt, thoſe who deteſt 
each other with the moſt cordial hatred, 


The card-table is a ſchool of virtue to the younger 
part of the female ſex; for though they ſhould not 
partake of this moſt edifying of all amuſements, they 
have conſtantly before their eyes the greateſt exam- 
ples of moderation, good temper, and forbearance ia 
the matronly Ladies and Gentlemen who ſurround 
it, There they learn never to repine at the nnavoide- 
able diſappointments in humaa life, never to loſe their 
good humour at the mifconduQ of their partner, but 


always to preſerve that everlaſting (weeineſs of 


tenpetr, fo remarkable in thoſe perſans, who are 


| faid to live only when in the at of cutting and 


ſhufing. 

Upon the whole, I think it has been fully demon- 
ſtrated, that the invention of thoſe painted papers, 
trifling as they may ſeem.1o men of ſcience, are of 
continuat'uſe' to mankind, particularly, as they give 
a conſtant employment to many perſons who for want 
of education, or perhaps of genius, are incapable of 
making a figure in the world, who have not a ſingle 
Idea to call up upon any occaſion ; to all who are uſe- 


leſs ;; 


No. 45. Ox; Frvn's SeecuLaTrons. 247 
leſs in ſociety, to ſharpers, old women, and old men 
reſembling old women, in ſhort to all thoſe whom na- 


ture intended for this purpoſe only, that their whole 
life ſnould be, a Came of Carps, 


FFF 
No. 45. Thurſday, Auguſt go, 1970. 


— 


* * As the intention of the motto to every Speculation 
is chiefly to ſhew that the writer underſtands Latin, it 
ſhall for the future be omitted, <uhenever a ſufficient 
quantity of that language is contained in the Specula- 


tion itſelf. 


3 % % > EING lately in company wit ſome friends 
FA B N over a bottle, where we drank healths and 
FA Fa toaſted after our manner the celebrated 
„MAX beauties of this City, the ſubject natu- 
rally fell upon the etymology of the word, Toasr., 
4 repeated what the ingenious Mad. de Boccage men- 
tions on this head in the account of her travels to 
England. This cuſtom, ſays the, owes its original 

do a miſtreſs: of one of their Kings, who was bathing. 
One of the courtiers gallantly -drank a glaſs of the 
water the nymph was bathing in; all cke reft drank 
one after the other, till it came to the turn of the 
laſt, when he faid, I'll keep the toaſt myſelf,“ alluding 
to the cuſtom of putting a toaſt into liquor. 

A Gentleman, Who is a proleſſed admirer of anti- 
quity, was preſent. He ſaid the cuſtom of drinking 
healths and toaſting was too abſurdſ in irfelf to have 
any meaning; that!: - nknown to thoſe paragons 

in 
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in good breeding, the ancients, and adviſed every 
perſon preſent to ſtudy the Sympoſium of Plato, and the 
Banquet of Xenophon, as models upon which every 
drinking-bout ſhould be formed. Upon my return 
home 1 read over thoſe remarkable productions, and 
was much furprized at finding, that though they a- 
bounded in good ſayings, the greateſt part were ſhock- 
ing to all modeſty. I then turned over ſome claſſics 
and other authors, from whence I have collected the 
following paſſages, which prove, that the cuſtom of 
roaſting was not unknown to, but was conſtantly prac- 
tiſed by, the ancients, 

The word, propinere, in all the Latin writers, ſig- 
nifies either to hob-nob, or to drink a perſon's health, 

Thus in the Curculio of Plautus, 


Prop ino magnum poculum, ille ebibit. 

And again in his Stichus, 
Propino tibi ſalutem plenis faucibus. i. e. 
I drink your health in a bumper. 


Martial mentions a curious piece of plate out of 
which Dido drank to Bitias, when ſhe entertained 
Aneas. 3 
 Hac propinavit Bitiam pulcherrima Dido 
In patera, Phrygio cum data cæna wiro eſt. 

This cuſtom may be deduced from the higheſt an- 
tiquity: It was uſed by almoſt all nations, and the 
manner of doing it was, to taſte the cup firſt, and | 

then hand it to the other. Suetonius, in his life of 
Tiberius, mentions it as practiſed by the Greeks. 
This cuſtom took its riſe from hence, that the Greeks, 
in their more ſolemn compotations, called Philotheſſa, 
ordered gold and ſilver goblets filled with wine to be 

Carried 
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* carried round, and each perſon having firſt taſted, 
© offered it to thoſe they thought proper.“ It is allo 
mentioned in the ſacred writings. The Vulgate has 
- propino in the ſame ſenſe, twice in ]-remiah, once in 
Ifaiah, and once in Amos, 

The origin of it ſeems to come from the very an- 
cient cuſtom of offering libations. The whole of the 
wine was poured on the head of the vitim, when 
it was offered up to the Deity, as Calmet obſerves in 
his comment upon Numbers, chap. xxviii. Where are 
theſe words, You ſhall make a wine offering, or lil ation 
of the fourth part of a hin of wine : But when the ſa- 
crifice was intended for any particular bleſſings on 2 
private perſon, part of the wine only was poured out, 
and the reſt was drunk by the officiating prieſts. Others, 
probably taking the hint from the prieſts, thought it 
better to drink, than ſpill a ſingle drop of it; thus in 
private families, whenever a ſtranger arrived, a goblet 
of wine was always produced by the maſter of the 
houſe, who poured out, or Crank part of the 1'quor, as 
a libation to Jupiter, praying that he might grant 

ealth and proſperity to the new comer, and the 1e- 
mainder was always drunk by the perſon himſelf, as 
accepting of the compliment. This is conformable 
to the literal meaning of the word, which is thus 
exp'ained by the commentators, pre bibs, poculum pre- 
guſto, & deinde alteri trads, 

Martial tells one Hermus, who we may ſuppoſe 
had ſomething difagreeable about his mouth, that his 
never drinking to any body was not piide, but huma- 
nity. 

Quod nulli calicem tuum propinas, 
Humane facis, Herme, non ſuperbe, 


X Afterwards, 


LS 
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Aſterwards, when nations became more poliſhed, 
the ceremony was performed in different cups, or 
glaſſes, each perſon drinking out of his own as being 
the cleanlier method; and this particularly at feaſts, 
where every perſon whoſe bealth was drunk in this 
manner, was in good manners obliged to return it, 
like our hob-or-nobing, and this was called provocare, 
Thus we read in Atheneus, that * Alexander, when 
© at ſupper in the houſe of Theſſalus, hob or-nobbed 
© every perſon at table, no leſs than twenty in num- 
© ber, and was again himſelf hob-or-nobbed by each 
* of them,” Cum Alexander apud Theſſalum canaret 
adeſſentque viginti in ſympoſio, omnes provocavit, ab 
omnibus pariter accipiens. 

In the fourth century, this cuſtom it ſeems, was 
much in faſhion, as St. Ambroſe, Biihop of Milan, 
who lived at that time, ment ons it as being the cauſe 
of drinking to excels, and gives it a hearty Curie. Bi- 
bamus, inquiunt, pro ſalute imperatorum ; qui non 
biberit fit reus indevotionis : bibamus pro ſaiute exer- 
citum : pro comitum wirtute : pro ffliorum ſanitate, 0 
ſtultitia hami num, qui ebrietatem ſacrificium putant ! 
Which, tranſlated in the modern tile, is no more than 
ti, They fay, let's diink bis Majeſty ; who does 
not drink it, is a Jacobite : Let us drink the arviy, 
* a virtuous minifiry, the royal faraily. O coliſh 
men, who look upon drunkenneſs as a facrifice.” 

Though the antiquity of the above is very conſi- 
derable, yet Plautus, who lived near two hundred 
years beſore Chriſt, has it ex preſsly in his comedy 
called Per/a, 

Bene mihi, bene wsbis, bene amicæ mee, i. e. 


My own health, a'l your healths, and my miſtreſo's 
health. 


And 
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And in Stichus. 


Bene nos, bene vos, bene te, bene me, bene noſtram 


etiam Stephanium: 


That th's was inten led as a ſacrißce is plain from 
Athenzus, who ſays that AmphyQyon, King of A- 
thens, ordained, that each perſon thould, before he 
* drank, invoke the name of Jove the Saviour, Jupi- 
* ter conſerwalor, to preſerve him and his ſriends in 
health.“ And Ovid in his Faſti, {peaking of the 
family-feaſts, called Chariſtia, mentioas the ſame. 


Larga precaturi ſumite vinz manu 
Et bene vos, bene tue patrie paler time Ceſar, 
Dicite ; ſuſfuſo fint ſucra verba mers. 


I ſhuuld proceed to couſider the rules of drinking. 


amionſt the ancients, and amongſt the reft, the cele- 
trated one e pithi, e apithi, * Driak, or go,” together 
wich the origin of the word hob-5r-nob, but mut re- 
ſecye theſe particulars for a future Speculation, 


Z. 
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EA HE great Baron de Monteſquieu, in his ce- 
PF _ lebrated PE/prit de loix, has fully proved, 
Vas that the laws of all nations, had their 
AN origin from neceſſity. The ſame, I think, 
may be ſaid of their cuſtoms, which muſt. depend on 
X.2 the 
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the climate, and the conſtitutions, genius, and natu- 
tal diſpoſition of the inhabitants. 

The women in Turkey, Perſia, and all the Eaſ are 
married at nine years of age, and are paſt child-bear- 
ing at twenty. J am ſtrongly convinced, that in thoſe 
countrics, where, from the heat of the climate, the 
pallions of the men are violent to an extreme, it is a 
great happineſs that the women are marriageable fo 
garly, and are in the prime of-their beauty, before 
their reaſon is in its full ſtrength; for what would be 
the conſequence if the charms of their perſons and 
their undei ſtanding were to bloom together ? By the 
united force of both, whole ſtates and kingdoms 
u culd be overturned, and no government under ſuch 
circumſtances could ever be fixed on a ſolid founda- 
tivn. The great revolution in Perfia that happened in 
tre laſt century, was brough: about by the intrigues 
of the Sultana-mother, an old woman of eighteen, 
ho moſt uncommonly had ſome charn:s remaining, 
Nature however has in genetal provided better for the 
inhabitants of thoſe countrics, and the laws wiſely 
take care to confine the education of the women, that 
t:icy ſhould never be taught to read and witie, but 
tha the whole ſhould conſiſt of muſic, dancing and 
ciubroidery. | 

I was led into this train of reffections by the fol- 
wing letter, but cannot entirely agree with the wri- 
ter; tor as the paſſions of the men in this cold climate 
are not quite ſo ungovernable, there may nct be ſo 
much danger in cultivating the minds of the women, 
But, I foreſee with terror, that the preſent mode 
of educaiion will undoubtedly increaſe that empire 
of the females, which is too Cenipicuous in every 


family, 


To 
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To Mr. FI. 
81 


I think my ſelf a man of as good ſen as the 
generality of thoſe I converſe with, I carry on au 
ext enſive buſineſs, and it I may judge by the pro- 
fits, there is no deficiency in my underſtanding. As 
a friend, ſon, brother, and maſter I am irreproach- 
able, as well as in the common cccurrences of life. 
The effect of all this was that I was happy till you 
intruded your curſed Speculatiors on the town; ſince 
which I have not enjoyed one quiet dy. I have never 
read a page except in a News- paper or Magazine ſince 
I eſcaped the hands of a barbarous maſter ; I con- 
fels the very fight of a book makes me fick in my 


ſtomach. 


I have unfortunately a ſtrong fenſe of ſhame and 
ſome deſire of ſuperiority, if it could be obtained 
without too much trouble; yet I honeſtly own I could 
be fully ſatisfied with that comfortable fee), that re- 
pletion which good meat and old claret cauſes, if 1 
were not perpetually galled by the vociferous ſupe- 
riotity of other men, whoſe conver fation always takes 
its rife from your Speculations; and what is ſtill worſe 
the plague is ſpreading among the women, where I 
flattered myſelf I could always find an agreeable re- 
ſource, and raiſe myſelf as high by compariſon as [ 
was lowered by the men. How many hours of teſt, 
little lefs refreſhing than ſl:ep, have I ſpent in their 
dear fociety ; for the peor things d id inceſſantly talk 
of Cancing, dreſs, and domeitic occurrences, yet 1t 
was fo pleaſiig an uniformity, ſo grateful an inferi- 
ority, that I verily believe the opium the Turks chew, 
produces a leſs agreeable duinels ; but fince the for- 
midable THaLESTRIS, and the inſinuating Au AND 


X 3 | have 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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have broken the barcier of nature, it is become the 
faſhion of every pert Miſs who ſoalds you by ſpilling 


ber tea, or puts out your eye with her needle or 
thuttle to excuſe herfelf by declaring ſhe was ſpecu- 


lating. Nay, I am told, the wives of mechanics are 
infected, and I can aſſure you the woman in whote 
houſe I lodge, leaves her children uncombed, hungry 
and dirty, till ſhe reads your paper, and then comnilts 
fuch numerous miſnomers you would fwear ſhe was a 
lunatic ; the reſt of the day is employed in goſſiping, 
that ſhe may communicate her ſentiments to her 

neighbours, | 
la all the former part of my life I never met 
with but one woman of this caſt, and to do her juſ- 
tice ſhe was pleaſing from nature, if ſhe had not 
been mired by what you call cultivating her under- 
ſtanding. I never went to her houſe but with the 
greateft depreſſion of ſpirits, except when I met 
with two or three of my Companions, who were 
doomed to ſpend the day there; and then the condo- 
ling with them, and having a certainty of being kept 
in Countenance gave me ſome heat. It we efcaped 
l-arned ſubjects at dinner, they were ſure to be in- 
troduced with the bottle and glaſſes. The uneaſineſs 
and confuſion I was then in is not to be deſcribed ; 
aſhamed to fit ſilent, and dreading every moment ſhe 
would make ſome malicious application to me, till at 
length I found out an admirable expedient, the diſco- 
very of which, I do not doubt, may highly contribute 
to the happineſs of numbers, though from pride I 
never expect to reap the benefit of gratitude, It 
was to ſink my hands under the table, and turn my 
thumbs round each other, reckoning the times, and 
by my attention to the numbers, diyerting it from the 
_Cconverſatipn 
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converſation in which I had too little inclination or 
ability to join; and now if I am not pleaſed in her ſo- 
ciety, I am at lcalt not miſerable. 


I beſeech you to conſider that the bulk of mankind 
are at leaſt as illiterate as I am, and by perſuading 
parents to give their daughters learning, you contri- 
bute to the happineſs of a few, you deſttoy that of 
millions, as well as your | 

| very humble ſervant, 
T. FEAR 


NN K KK KM 
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Non in ſpecies ſuccedere quatuor annum 


Alpicis, ælatis peragentem imitamina roftre ? 
Ovid. 


— 


To Mr. FL vx. 

8 IR. 
X EX FTER baving toiled for whole days 
BY , s through the pleaſures of the Aſſizes week, 
87 IA 1 went to bed, heartily ſick of a tireſome 
KJ EK round of the ſame amuſements. Exceſ- 
five wearineſs often prevents ſleep, inſtead of produ- 
Cing it; and as I found this to be the caſe with me 
at that time, I fell into a train of ref]-Qions, mora- 
lizing on the different purſuits of mankind at the dif- 
ferent ages of life, from childhood to old age : But 
this ſtate did not laſt long; ſportive Fancy perſonified 
my ideas, and the chaos of images fleeting before 


my eyes were ſyon reduced into form, order and 
rezularity, 


I thought 
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thought myſelf in a vaſt deſert, which at ficſt 
ſighi appeared the mol barren, that could be con- 
cid ed; but upon cloſer examination J obſerved vio- 
lets, primroſes, daffodi's and flowers of various kinds, 
ſpringing up under my fect, The fun had juſt riſen, 
and the ſcene became more agreeable every inftant. 
Exiending my view ſuither, 1 obſerved young trees 
ſhooting forth their leaves, the birds began to chirp 
on every bough, and cool zephyrs fanned the air. 
All nature ſiniled, and the whole brought to my 
wind many beautiful defcriptions of the SPRING, in 
whict{ecafon the poets ſuppole all things to have been 
created, 


At ſome diſtance I obſerved a group of perſons, 
whom I ſuppoſed to be the inhabitants of the place, 
Approaching nearer, I faw in the midſt a naked child 
with the unmeaning finile of puerility-{trongly diſ- 
played in his ccuntenance, His walk was untteady, 
though he had two ſupporters, whom I found were 
Ionorance and Dousr, A band of motley beings, 
more gaudy than the paiuted wings of the butterfly, 
the FA& CIES, led on by Inxocence and W ox- 
DER danced before him. There followed flowly 
behind two perſonages in grave habits, whom from 
their diſtance I could hardly diftinguiſh: They ap- 
peared afterwards to be ReaSun and TRUT A. 

As I proceeded, the temperature of the air grew 
warmer, and the fun, advancing to his meridian alti- 
tude, darted his rays fiercely on me. Every thing 
had the appearance of SUMMER, The trees were 
in full bloom, and on every ſide hung fruit of the 
molt tempting ripeneſs ; 


— Lac 


No. 48. Ox, Fryx's SrxcuULaTtIONS, 257 


Each beauteous flower, 

Iris all hues, roſes and jeſſami u 

Rear'd high their fleurifÞ'd heads between, and 
wrought 

Moſaic ; under fort the violet, 

Crocus and hyacinth with rich in ay 

Broiiter'd the ground. 

A youth with joy ſparkling in his eyes, walked haſlily 

along. The Loves and Graces led on his way, 

and PLEASURE and EXPECTATION were his com- 

panions, Vexnus and her fon followed cloſe in a 

triumphal car, ard the Pass1ons, with glowing 

Chee':s, fat at her ſie. 

Roſy Bacchus and a troop of reeling Satyrs were 
her atterdants. REeaSoN and TkuTH had by this 
time approached, but were ſoon put to flight by a 
pity of the train, headed by InTEMPERANCE and 
FExcetss. Bacchus preſeme:] me with his bowl, and 
Venus beckoncd to me as ſhe paſſed, accompanied 
With ſo gracious a finile, that IJ was on the point of 
aſcendiug her chariot, when happening to look behind, 
I ob{erved a numerous band ol ghaſtly objects, whom 
I knew to be the Dist axes ; they were led on by 
Pain, and ReuoRSE and PexuryY brought up the 
rear. 

I fled with precipitancy from the horrid crew. 
when a ſcene of another kind preſented itſelf. It was 
afternoon. Yellow Autumn poured forth its trea- 
ſures ; the leaves of the trees were changed from a 
glowing ve dure to a duſky brown; the flowers 
{ſwelled with ſeeds; the bending corn ſtood ready to 
be reaped, and the purple grape was almoſt burſting 
with neQareous juice. At a ſmall diſtance were two 


beaten paths which led to two ſtately buildings. One 
of 
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of the Corinthian order, ſurrounded with ſtatues, 
and adorned with military trophies ; the other a plain 
ſtrong building, which at firſt 1 took to be a priſon, 
as the windows were detended by iron bars. A man. 


with a thoughtful anxious countenance ſeemed doubt- 
ing Which way he ſhould take. On one file ſtood 


Auzlriox, pointing to the temple of GLoryY ; on 
the other Cart and FokESIGHT allured him to the 
palace of Ricuzs. Reasox had taken poſſeſſion of 
Venus's triumphal car, and had bound the Pas$s10NS 
to the wheels. 


I was watching with great attention the proceedings 
of the perſon beiore me, when I was ſuddenly ſeized 
with a thuddering, I attributed it to the cool of the 
evening, as the ſun was juſt ſetting; but upon look- 
ing round me, I was ſhocked at ſeeing that the trees 
had loſt their leaves, the flowers which adorned the. 
plain had withered, and the ſnow on the diſtant moun- 
tains gave certain ſigns of approaching WIXTEX. 
Before me ſtood a wriak!led ol! man, leaning on a 
ſtaff, and ſupported by Hern, who pointed up to 
Heaven. Behind him ſtood REFTLECTION and Ex- 
PERIENCE, and before km, DisTxusrT and Prr- 
CAUTION, In his hand he held bags of money, 
which he preſſed to his heart, and ſeemed as if he 
withed to hide them in a grave which ſtood gaping 
near him. At the inſtant I heard a confuſed noiſe, 
when looking round, I. faw Time, with his ſcythe, 
coming fait upon me, I took to my heels in order 
to fly from him, out in running I ſtruck my foot 
againſt a.tomb-ſtone, which put an end to my dream. 

Z. 
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Auferimur culiu. 


Ovi. 


. 


* ARK ONE days ſince I received the following 
N 8 1 letter from an unknown hand, I hope 
BA 5.29 the writer will excuſe the liberties I have 
KJ ARK taken in leaving out a whole paragraph, 
and in ſoftening the ſeverities of his production, as 


the faults of the female ſex ſhould be correQed with 


the greatelt tenderneſs and delicacy. 
To Mr. FIX. 


STR, 

Jam not certain that you will pay any regard to 
my letter, or that you will zdmit me to have the ho- 
nour of being one of your correſpondents, as I write 
in defence of my ſex, Man. In order to oblige the 
LAbiks, your Speculations of late have been filled 
with letters from 'THALESTRIS, AManda, and fifty 
Others, accuſing us of ignorance, envy at their ſupe- 
rior abilities, pride, brutality, and what not. I ſhall, 
in the courſe of wy Correſpondence, enceavour to ſet 
the matter in a true light, and give you this fiſt 
eflay by way of ſpecimen. 

Mairinge is conſidered by the whole ſex, as the 
ſummum bonum, the point to which all tkeir little con- 
trivanges tend ten their very cradle, and is the cen- 

ter of all their wiſhes. It is no wonder therefore that 
this ſl: oulu be the ſul jet of their diſccurſe, M hen- 


ever 


| 


TY 
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ever it is, you will never fail to hear this proverb 


echoed from the Miſs playing with her baby to the 


old Lady in the chimney corner, The lover is loft in 
the huſkand, 1 as conſtantly repeat upon the acca- 
ſion, The miſtreſs is lot in the wife; and to this may 
Juflly be attributed the general indifference of men to 
their wives, and their infidelity, which I acknowledge 
is too prevalent in the preſent age. 


Upon a late ramble through a neighbouring coun- 


ty, I went to pay a viſit to a celebrated beauty, nearly 


related to me, who had been married a few months. 
At my entrance into the houſe, I was acccſted by 2 
flatternly perſon, who, in the moſt familiar manner, 
threw her arms round my neck, and gave me a hearty 
kiſs. I puſhed her from me, imagining ſhe muſt be 
the kitchen wench, when to my great ſurprize, | found 
it was my couſin; I fay to my ſurprize, as before 
marriage I remembered her to be always neat and well 
dreſſed. She aſked me the reaſon of my diſguſt, which 
I toid her in very plain terms. * Lord, couſin, ſays 
ſhe, * why ſhould a perſon take the pains of dreſſing 
* herſelf, when ſhe expects to ſee nobody, but her 
* kuiben4?” I read her a long 'cQure upon this mat- 
ter, which as ſhe acknowledged it contained ſome 
things reaſonable enough, would, I hoped, have pro- 
duced a thorough reformation ; but ] fince have heard, 
to my great diſappoin ment, that ſhe ſill bedaubs 
herſelf with ſnuff, and as to her teeth, ſhe ſays, ſhe 
has never cleared them fince ſhe was married; fo that 
the ſweeteſt lips that ever were kiſſed are irtecover- 
ably ruined, and a breath that equalled the perfume 
of a violet, conſlantiy ſmells of the remains of the 


taſt meal. 
* 


* * * 
* 8 5. * ü * 


I hope 
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J hope you will favour us with a Speculation on 
this ſubject, and am, Sir, 
| Your's, &c. 
CENSOR. 


The reſt of the picture is drawn in too ſtrong a 
light to have a place here. I hope, for the honour of 
my fair countrywomen, that the deſcription 1s exag- 
geraled ; but I cannot avoid taking notice, that an 
attention to cleanlineſs at leaſt, if not to ſome degree 
of neatneſs and elegance, is as neceſſary to ſecure the 
affections of a huſband, as it was firſt to captivate 
them, and that when defire is extinguiſhed in one ſex, 
love generally takes its flight, and all the endeavours 
of the other are inſufficient tg its reproduction. 


I ſhall conclude this Speculation with a very old 
ſtory, and leave the application to the Ladies, 

Psych, a virgin of the iſland of Cyprus, became 
© enamoured of Curd. After many unſucceſsſul 
© attempts to inſpire the god with a mutual paſſion, 
* the retired from the world to give vent to her com- 
* plaints in melancholy ſolitude. There dwelt not far 
from Paphos, the metropolis of the country, a nymph 
called Tas TE, a daughter of one of the Graces, 
to whom the VigTuts, Anrs, SCIENCES, and 
even VENus, the goddeſs of the iſland, often re- 
ſorted ; for without the aſſiſtance of ſme ſecret 
charms ſhe beſtowed upon them, though they per- 
© haps might ſometimes coldly ſatisfy the world, their 
* endeavours to delight and enchant it were always 
© inefteQual. | 

* Thither Psycur repaired, and having diſcloſed 
* the cauſe of her uneaſineſs, ſupplicated the nymph 
in the moſt humble manner to relieve her diſtreſſes. 


Y TASTE» 


* 


* * * oY = 


* 


, 


| 
[ 
* 
| 
1 
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* Tasrr, who never refuſed to comply with the pe- 
© tition of her fincere votaries, heard the,virgin's re- 
* quelt with compaſſton, and having made up a Zone 
of the ſame materie ls with which ſhe had before 
* compoled the Ceſtus of Venus, gave it to her with 
the following injunctions. Take,” ſaid ſhe, © my 
& dear PSYCHE, this magic zone, and wear it per- 
„ petually round you; from its latent folds ſuch an 
&« irreliſtible power ſhall be added to your natural 
„ charms, that the diſdainful god of ſoft deſires ſhall 
« not only be capiivated with your beauty, but ſhall 
ebe retained in a voluntary and delightful bondage, 
« as long as you preſerve this myſterious preſervative 
« of his affection. Take the ſtricteſt care therefore 
« of this ineſt imable treaſure ; for ſhould * u, thro? 
„ negligence, be ſo unfortunate as to Joſe it, Curio 
* has wings, and will certainly make ule of them to 
leave you.” 

Let it be ſufficient to ſay, that Ps ch bound 
the Zone round her waift, and in conſequence fo far 
* ſucceeded in her wiſhes, that Hymew in his faffron 
robe pronounced a happy union between her and 
the fon of Vexus. II Psyche went into the 
* meadows and groves to tale the tribute of the re- 
turning Spring, Curip was ever ready to wanton 
* betoie her, and fill her lap with the choiceft flowers 
and bloſſoms. If ihe was ever inclined in the heat 
ot Summer to vili the rivers and fountains, his image 
was Conſtantly mixed with her's in the floating mir- 
tors. Psych began to think her zone uſeleſs, 
* as ſhe was ſecure of his affections, and wiſhed to 
* get rid of it, as the thought it a troubleſome incuin- 
* brance ; therefore being one day ſatigued with the 
© ſports of the country, ſhe looſened the golden ſtuds 

| * with 


* * 


, . os 
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* with which it was faſtened round her waiſt, and 

* threw it diſdainfully into the paſſing river. | 
Very few days after this, ſhe perceived a viſible 


* alteration in the affeQions of her beloved Cr ip; 
© his eyes no longer languiſhed on her's with ineffable 


+ defire; his ears ceaſed, as they were wont, to 


* be raviſhed with the muſic of her tongue; and 
a Civil indifference ſoon ſucceeded to the here- 
tofore giowing language of extacy. By degrees her 
company grew every day more and more diſpleaſing 
to him, till at length a total diſguſt having ſeized 
his fancy, he ſpread his roſy wings in air, and for 
ever left the deteſted habitation of his once beloved 

Psycne.” | 
M. 


No. 52. Monday, October 8, 1770. 


— — 


4 2 0 4 4 


Ut vidi, ut perii. 
Vir. 


——_——. 


En 


— — 


XEEXKBELIEF in witchcraft has been fo 
4 A Ia long eſtabliſhed, ſo confirmed by the 
*f Fa ſanction of time, that it is unneceſſary 
XM to ſay any thing in vindication of ſuch 
a received prepoſſeſſion, or prove that it was founded 
on juſt grounds; however, whether it is that the 
world is growing better in proportion as it is grow- 
ing Wifer, or that the ſevere treatment the adepts in 


this diabolical ſcience generally met with, bas deterred 
Y 2 them 
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them from exerciſing it, I will not pretend to deter- 
mine, but it is certain that we now have very few 
inſtances of peoples vomiting crooked pins, ruſty nee- 
dles, living ſpiders, &. and ſeldom hear of an old 
woman's riding throngh the air on a birch broom, 
failing in a ſieve, converſing with an evil ſpirit in the 
thape of a tabby cat, or metamorphoſing herſelf into 
into a hare to defraud her neighbours of their milk by 
ſucking their cows ; the folded flocks now ſleep in ſe- 
Curity, and the ſhepherd hies home merry-hearted, 
fearleſs of paſſing the deteſted cottage, once the object 
of terror and diſmay to ſimplicity and ſuperſtition. 


Is is needleſs to turn over the legends of antiquity 
for proofs of tle miſchiefs done by ſorcery, We find 
many authenticated by our hiſtorians, and need not 
trace very far back, to behold the unhappy HasT- 
in 6s doomed to the ſcaffold, for joining with the wife 
of SRORE, in practiſing witchcraft on the ſtern pro- 
tector RicyarD; and that celebrated virago the 
Miip of OxLz ans, on ſuppoſition of a ſimilar crime, 
condemned to the flames in ſpight of her pretended. 
inſpirations. Until the reign of our fifth HEN thele 
kingdems were ſwarming with ſorcereſſes; at that 
period the evil ſeemed to have arrived at its utmoſt 
extremity, and has ever ſince been gradually declining. 
Moſt of the profeſſors of the black art, are retired 
to the Caledonian Highlands, to peep into futurity, or 
gone to ſell winds in Lapland; and the old women 
that remain among us are become harmle eſs, as well as 
uſeleſs, members of ſociety. 

One ſpecies of malignant ſkill however ſtill remains 
unconquered, and not only retains its original force, 

but 
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but is every day growing more and more formidable, 
mean faſcination ; which is ſuppoſed to be the ac- 
tion of injuring a perſon by a glance of the eyes. This 
Opinion has of all others of the ſame nature, been the 
moſt authorized ; it was held by the ancients, as we 
may gather from the writings of Ariftotle, Pliny, Plu- 
tarch, Aulus Gellius, and many others; even Virgil 
gives it an indirect ſanction, and that it ſtill exiſts, 
though under a different appearance, I will venture to 
aſſert, though at the hazard of incurring the ridicule 
and criticiſm of the philoſophers of this enlightened 
age, 

In former times, old women alone were to be dreaded 
and avoided, but now the youthful and lovely part of 
the ſex are thoſe from whom we receive the injury, 
and fo indefatigable are they in their.endeavours to 
deſtroy, that there is ſcarcely a poſſibility of eſcaping 
them, Wherever a man turns he is ſurrounded with 
danger, and the worſt of it is, that he wilfully pur- 
ſues it againſt the conviction of his reaſon. If he 
once ſuffers a pretty witch to engage his attention, 
he cannot withdraw till he is undone. His ſituation 
reſembles that of a bird in view of a cockatrice ; ſoon 
as ſhe fixes her deſtructive eyes on him, he grows 
reſtleſs, irrefolute, uneaſy, and voluntarily ruſhes on 
ruin. | 

This evil, beſides being altered in appearance, is 
grown infinitely more dreadful in its conſequences, for 
the wretched ſufferers, not only pine away as former- 
ly, but feel the moſt excruciating pains, darts, flames, 
Tacks, ſtings, poiſons ; in fine, it is impoſſible to enu- 
merate the variety of tortures they complain of, nor 
are its effects on the mind leſs baneful : It debilitates 


the powers of the underſtanding, governs reaſon, and 
Y 3 holds 
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holds judgment in leading-ſtrings; a man under the 
dominion of faſcination ſees every thing through a 
falſe medium ; to him levity appears innocent viva- 
city, affcation delicacy, and vanity genuine ſpirit. 
Nay caprice and coquetry have charms for him, and 
his infatuated imagination repreſents diſguſting foibles 
as captivating graces. It were to be wiſhed that the 
legiſlature would ſeriouſly conſider this grievance and 
try to remedy it, either by reviving ſome of the old 
ſtatutes againſt witchcraft, or enaCting new ones to 
punith every Lady who ſhould be found guilty of 
giving bewitching glances ; for whilſt the ſorcereſſes 
are permitted to proceed with impunity, his Majeſty's 
male ſubjeQs cannot live in peace or fafety. A ſpeedy 
ſtop muſt be put to the growth of this enormity, or 
no one can tell where it will end; for wonderful as it 
may appear, the lovely ſex have entirely forgot that 
gentleneſs and humanity, which were (in what the 
faſhionable world term Antediluvian Times) their 
molt amiable characteriſtics, and openly pique them- 
ſelves on attaining a proficiency in this pernicious and 
cruel art, applying with the ſame avidity to learn the 
management of the eyes, that they do to acquire the im- 
portant ſciences af dreſs and quadrille. However, 
till the matter is taken into proper conſideration, in 
order to deter all fair offenders from the commiſſion of 
a crime fo deteſtable, be it publickly known that 
every Lady ſuſpected of wilful witchcraft ſhall be 
tried by a committee appointed by her accuſer ; and 
if convicted, ſhall forthwith be advertiſed in FLyn's 

SOPECULATIONS, and expoſed, not only to the reſent- 
ment of the men, but to that of her own ſex, whoſe 
anger (if we may judge by the good-natured ſeverity 
with which they generally treat each others taults, 


even 


No. 5+. On, Fry SpecUtatiONs. | 267 
* 
even of the moſt trivial ſort) will be infinitely worſe 
than that of the injured parties. 
A. 
N. B. I warn the pretty young Lady in blue, who 
was plotting miſchief Juring ſervice- time Jaſt Sunday, 
to deſiſt from her attempts on the tall Gentleman with 
a ſmart cockade and regimentals, that ſat oppoſite to 


her. If ſhe lights this advice ſhe ſhall be the very 
firſt brought to tial. 


CCC 
No. 54. Thurſday, October 11, 1770. 


__——_ —_— 


me ge idum nemus, 
Nympharumgque leves cum Saiyris chori 
Secernunt pepulo 


5 OS Ho R. 


— 


An beter ü, MYRA from STELLA. 
K3-< K EAREST Myra, 
$\ DO 


D Urge no more 
87 NA Thy flattring pleas, for I have ſwore 
XTN By the drop in April's eye 

Shed for joy that May is nigh, 

Swore by all the vernal powers, 

By falling dews and riſing flowers, 

By the ſtream that winds the vale, 

The ſweets that op'ning buds exhale, 

By the wood-doves's tender moan 

Which plaintive echo makes her own, 

By the bloomy ſhaded groves 

Where meditation ſilent roves, By 
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By the lambs and by the ſheep, 
By the goats that browze the ſteep, | 
By the does and by the fawns, . 
By the woodlands and the lawns, 
By — s hoary brow I ſwear, 
Hear ye muſes, PHozBus hear, 
By ev'ry roſy charm of ſpring 
I vow I never mote will ſing. 
No more, by fancy led aſtray, 
Will I waſte the live lony day 
. With muſty books, no more ſhall rhyme 
Beguile me of my precious time; 
And ſhould ſhe atk why F rebel, 
Enchanting tyrant! O too well 
She knows the cauſe, by fools perplext, 
And teiz'd and ridicul'd and vex'd, 
Fame ripens genius, as the ſun 
Matures the vine; but I muſt ſhun 
Her fiightelt glance, for folly's breath 
Still baneful blaſts the female wreath, 
No- never more! ſtrike the lyre, 
Tao! ev'ry muſe the ſong inſpire; 
No more the nymphs ſhall give ny ſong, 
Or point me as I paſs along, 
There goes the muſe, the poet there, 
© Or ſometimes the philoſopher,” 
As jeiling oft I heat them ſay, 
* PLAToV has ſet her cap to-day.” 
And then another cries, * Dear Nancy, 
Had ever mortal ſuch a fancy? 
© Look with her coat, a ſober brown, 
© She wears green ribbons.—Now in town 
* We wear bright blue to make it ſprightly 3 
But the treats all theſe matters/lightly, _ 
Alfects 
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_ © AﬀeQts to ſmile when we adviſe her, 

dhe little thinks the men deſpiſe her. 

* But theſe are nothing to her airs— 

* She reads a book about the ſtars. 

Tis really true, my brother ſaw her, 

In hurry thruſt it in a drawer.” 

Thus am I made the ridicule 

Of ev'ry wit-pretending fool. 

Nor is this all, ſome matron wiſe 

Comes in expreſling her ſurprize 

And prudence thus, Dear STELL a, ſay, 
What you've been doing all this day; 

© What! wijting,—and in verſe—for ſhame! 

* Believe me, child, you're much to blame. 
What wan alive d'ye think will wed 

A girl with ſuch a rambling head? 

* Then ſuch a heap of books ſurround you; 
Why all this learning muſt confound you 

* You can't remember half they (gy. 

What's this! who's Ho MER, what was he 1 
Madam, the Princes of Poetry. 

Prince, ſet him up, I cannot bear em; | 
And what's this here book, Doctor Dx xm am.) 
He treats of ſtars — of fiddleſticks, 

© I prithee leave theſe idle tricks; 

This fooliſh ſtuff will ſet you mad, 

© Or you'll be thought fo, that's as bad. 
Then half provok'd, yet with reſpect, 
Dear Madam, what do I negle&? 

Can any of my friends complain 

I fled them in diftrets or pain; 

Careful and filent I obey 

Each parents voice,—the houſe you ſee 
Is regular, —P'm always clean, 


And chearful. Am I ever ſeen ill. 
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Ill tempered ? do I make pretence 

To wit, or to ſuperior ſenſe ? 

The common lab'rer hir'd for pay 

May fing the remnant of his day. 

Ny taſk too done, what if I chuſe 

To read or trifle with the muſe ? 

Sure 'tis a harmleſs liberty, 

Is every creature free but I ? 

Even this ſmall liberty I ſteal 

Am I not ſtudious to conceal - 

My little flights, my little lore ? 

What if you be, I aſk therefore 

What good they do you ?—O ye powers! 
Are not thele gifts, theſe talents yours 

Which I poſſeſs, and dare not own them; 

Why then this heavy tax upon them? 

ButT haye done, yes, done for ever, 

And Fancy I diſclaim your favour, 

Scarce had this ſentence paſs'd my pen 

"Till blightſome Fancy enter'd then, 
Array'd in thoſe bewitching {miles 

With which ſhe ev'ry heart beguiles, 

And cheers my ſullen fit, and cries, 

Well I proteſt you're mighty wiſe, 

Then, in a ſomething graver (train, 

Art thou indeed fo very mean 

© To bow before the ſarine of SyLEEN 2 

Of Envy's darts are thou afraid, 

Or by the voice of I6n'xaxce ſway'd ? 

For this doſt thou my bounty ſhare, 

« Still ſhielded from the frown of care ? 

Have I not ftrown thy path with flowers, 

And ſooth'd thy ſolitary hours? 

* Say have I not ?—But PhotBus hear, 
For I too in my turn will ſwear, 


* 
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By the nine Æolian maids ; 

By the flowry path that leads 
To high Parnaſſus ; by the rills 
© That glitt'ring gild his ſloping hills; 
By the ſky-lark's dulcet note 
When rapture ſwells his warbling throat, 
As ſoaring t'ward the rolling ſpberes, 
„Their melody divine he hears ; 
By the various tints that glow 
* On Iris robe or deck her bow; 
© By all the light enamell'd dyes, 
That guild at eve the weſtern ſkies 3 
By ev'ry paſſion of the ſen], 
© That bends beneath my ſtrong controul ; 
* By all { iwear, nor ſwear in vain 
* STELLA {hall never break my chain. 


What muſt ſhe ſwear, muſt the invoke.” 


Believe me Mr «a 'tis a joke, 
Fot ſee, the vow's already broke. 


No. . Thurſday, October 5, 1770 


a 


\ o 


Probitas fideſque conjugis, mores, pudor 
Placeant mario. SENECA. 


— 


*% XZ HEN Henry the IV. of France was con- 
FA * Ne verſing wen bis Prime Miniſter and fa- 

| vourite Sul, on the fubject of mar- 
XEN ciaze, he made the following obſervation. 


« That I may noi repem,” ſaid he,“ of taking fo 


* dangæous a Rep, nor draw on myſelf a misfortune, 
«« which 
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* which is with juſtice ſaid to exceed all others, that 
* of having a wife diſagreeable both in perſon and 
© mind, it is neceſſary, that in her whom 1 marry I 
„ ſhould find theſe ſeven things, beauty, prudence, 
« ſofineſs, wit, fruitfulneſs, riches, and a high birth,” 
For my part, I think his Majeſty was very unreaſona- 
ble: he required too much; for, though I would not 
exclude any of the circumſtances he mentions, yet 1 
cannot but conſider many of them as ornamental, or 
at moſt, qualifications of a ſecondary nature, by no 
means as eſſentially neceſſary. Though this ſubject, 
the choice of a wife, is a very trite one, yet as it near- 
ly concerns the happineſs of both ſexes, I hope I may 
be indulged in being rather prolix on the occaſion. 


Beauty is too well known by ſad experience to 
Grow familiar to the lover, 
Fade in his eye, and ficken en the ſenſe. 
I ſhail not inſiſt upon what has been fo often repeated, 
but cannot help a remark or two; that very few mar- 
T.ages, Where beauty was the only conſideration, have 
ever produced happineſs of any continuance ; and 
that moſt reigning toaſts, relying on the all conquer- 
ing charms of their perſons, have negleQed every 
accompliſhment of the mind, and being accuſtomed 
to conſtant adoration, have been overwhelmed with 

pride, vanity and affectation; whiilt guls of more 
ordinary features, defpaicing of making conqueſts by 
external means, have endeavoured to make up their 
deficiencies by attainments of a more valuable and a 
much more laſting nature, by good-humour, affabi- 
lity, and a with to pleaſe. 

As for wit, it is a moſt dangerous weapon in the 
hands of a woman, It is almoſt always accompa- 


nied with ſeverity, and ill-nature, and more frequently 
exerciſed 
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exerciſed upon the foibles and weakneſſes than upon 
the vices of her acquaintance, parucularly thoſe of 
ber own ſex, If practiſed in this manner in large com- 
panies with a deſire of ſhining, it is the height of ill 
manners, and the more juſt the ſatire, the more rude 
it is. Beſides, the habit of ſaying ſmart things gives 
an ait of manlineſs to the behaviour, and is diame- 
trically oppoſite to that ſoftneſs and tenderneſs of 
thought and manners, which is ſo attractive in voung 
women, and which ſpreads ſuch irrefiitible graces 
over the whole female figure. The huſband too is 
often the object of it, and what was before marriage 
vivacity and ſpirit in his eyes, afterwards fiaks into 
petulance and perverſeneſs. 


Lord bleſs me ! what would the man be at, to attack 
beth wit and beauty in ſo unmerciful a manner ? Yes, 
Madam, and riches too before I have done. 


Riches are conſidered as infallible means of pro- 
curing happineſs, and I am ſorry to ſay it, are thought 
by both ſexes to ſupply the places of all good quali- 
ties whatever, Young people are confirmed 1n this 
notion by the common cry of prudent matches, which 
are inceſſantly rung in the ears of every man at his 
firit entrance into life. He accordingly obtains a liſt 
of the principal fortunes in his own and the neigh- 
bouring counties, and without any confideration, choice 
or liking, enters into a ſtate, where he acquires what 
Le ſought for indeed, money, but never the felicuy of 
loving and being loved. I am ſurpriſed the ſpirit of 
the Ladies does not riſe at ſuch proceedings, and in- 
duce them to deſpiſe the man, whoſe wiſhes and deſires 
are confined to their fortune, 


High birth, or what we call great family, is the 


Jaſt, and indeed the leaft, qualification a woman can 


2 pofieb. 


— — — 
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poſſeſs. When unattended with a proper quantity of 
the ore, it is fo futile a confideration, that no man 
above an ideot would ever think of it. A family, 
who pride themſelves on their alliances with perſons 
of rank, without means to ſupport it, is the moſt ri- 
diculous object in nature. The ſatiriſt expreſſes it ſo 
forcibly, I can't forbear quoting him. 

Malo Venuſinam quam te, Cornelia, mater 

Gracchorum, fi cum magnis Virtutibus adſers 

Grande ſupercilium, et numeras in date triumphos, 


That is to ſay, I had rather have a farmet's daugh- 
ter than Mrs. Such-a-One 3; if together with tke high 
rank of her anceſtors, ſhe brings intolerable airs of 
Cuality, and inſtead oi a fortune produces a catalogue 
of how many of her family bote the worſhipful ofice 
of Mayor, Alderman, or Knight of the Shite. 


Hell ! to be ſure you're a ſad man. Let me know 
la you wwou'd have in a wife. Tl tell you, Madam. 
The three following qualifications I think indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary; Goo Humour, Coop NATURE and 
D1iscaY TION. 


Good humour and good nature, though frequently 
conſounded, differ exceedingly. Good humour is a 
quality of the conſtitution, du temperament, as the 
krench fay ; good natwe of the heart. Gocd hu- 
mour generally attends good health, and is a diſpo— 
ſition, promoted and coufirmed by a habitual deſire 
and endeavour to pleaſe and be pleaſed. Good 
nature is conſtant and perpetual 3 not to be extin- 
guiſhed by pain or diſeaſe : It has its ſource in be- 
nevolence, an emanation from the Divine Being. Good 
tumour is oppoſed to ill humour, or a four temper, 


ruffled and freited by the moſt trifling diſappoint- 


nient ; 
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ment; good nature te ill nature, or a delight in the 
misfortunes or miſeries of others. Perſons may be 
very good humoured, yet have a little ill nature about 
them; as on the contrary the molt good natured may 
be apt to be out of humour. Theſe remarks are 
applicable to both ſexcs ; but, as I began with ihe 
Ladies, I will end with them. 

Melanthe is a very good natured woman, a good 
wife and a good mother. Her charity is boundleſs. 
She has a great deal of the milk of human nature 
about her, and 


Like the needle true, 
She feels for other's we, 
And feeling trembles too. 
With all this, ſhe is conſtantly out of temper. She 
loves her huſband to diſtraction, and yet her eternal 
vacaſineſs makes home the moſt diſagreeable place he 
can find hin.ſelf in. Her ſervants allow her to be 
. the tet miſtreſs in the world, but the laſt they would 
chuſe to live with. 

Belinda was once remarkable for beauty, and no 
leſs for her affability. The ſmile of good humour 
perpetually adorns her face, and the never frets, no 
not even when ſhe loſes at cards, and in moſt exigen- 
cies of lite ſhews the fortitude of a ſtoick, Yet the 
is exceedingly ill natured ; her converſation abounds 
with irony and farcaſm, and the moſt poignant ex- 
preſſions our language can afford are made uſe of 
to aggravate the ill conduct of one ſex, or the ir regu- 
larities of the other. 

Diſcretion is one of the moſt valuable qualities a 


woman can poſſeſs. I don't mean what is commonly 


called prudence, which is the inſipid virtue of foo!s, 
2 2 but 
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Þut would define it, a quick ſenſe of propriety, in 
words, action and behaviour. This not only ſup- 
ports in a remarkable manner the character and dig- 
nity of a woman herſelf, but reflects honour upon 
thoſe with whom ſhe is connected. The indiſcretions 
of the ſex are the conſtant theme of ſatiriſts and 
novel writers, yet I have known very many poſſeſs 
this virtue in a very great degree, and amongſt them 
ſome ſo very young, that it rather ſeemed to be an 
innate quality, than proceeding from the force of 
education. i 
To conclude. I am afraid it will be thought that 
what I have written is too ſevere on the lovely part 
of the creation. Read it again and you will find it 
a ſevere ſatire upon my own ſex, who neglect real 
merit for the fake of beauty and riches, That the 
girls, who have neither che one or the other, but wha 
ba ve good humour, good nature and diſcretion, may 


toon get huſbandz, is the ſincere wiſh of Sir, 
your very humble ſervant, 


P.Q 
No. 58. Monday, October 29, 17 70. 


— 
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Ni que terris ſemota ſuiſque 
Temperibus deſuncta widet, faſtidit et odit. 


Hos. 


—_ 


— — 


LL SSI XJ all abſurd errors and idle remarks none 
0 Nis more common, than that the world is 
# © XS daily degenerating, and is nat equal now 
3#% = to what it was formerly. Were we to 


trace this opinion to iis primeval ſource, we ſhould 
diſcover 
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diſcover it to be the offspring of folly and ignorance; 
beneath notice while it confines its influence to vul- 
gar minds, but alarming when it gains admittance: 
among the more knowing and cultivated part of man- 
kind. | 

Upon the moſt diligent inveſtigation, we find that 
human nature ever was the fame, and that the rational 
ſpecies, from the beginning of time to the preſent 
moment, were actuated by the fame paſſions, im- 
pelled by the ſame deſi es, ſubject to the fame hopes 
and fears, incident to the ſaine foibles and weakneſſes, 
how. ver varied in appearance by the ruling cuitoms 
of different periods, Vet ſeveral affect o believe the 
Contrary, and indirectly infer that the Supreme Au— 
thor of Exiftence is particular in his diſtributions. 


The antiquazy, elate with imaginary wiſdom, deſ- 
piſes every thing that is not half devoured with the 
ruſt of time; ever at variance with ingenuity, he is 
the implacable foe of |.ving excellence. i peak to 
him of Lord Chathan!'s political talents, ard he im- 
mediately enters into a diſſertation cn the abilities of 
Machiavel ; praiſe Garrick, he exclaims, he is no- 
thing to Buoth or Betterten; talk of medical k :0w- 
lege ard he ſtuns you with the ſk !] of Galen and 
Hipyocrates ; he liſtens with diſguſt to the melodious 
compoſitions of Arne or Caſttusci, lamenting bis 
n:'sfortune in not having lived in the days when Ti- 
m theus touched the lyie ; the energic eloquence of 
Burke and Mansfield ch:rm him in vain, Tully and 
Demoſthenes harangued before them, and carried ct, 
the prize of oratory ; and Granby may lay by the 
ſwerd that ſpread terror and devaſtation through the 
emoattied legic ns of France, Alexander fonght, and 
Ca:aQacus commaaded, and not a ſprig of laurel i 

L 3 left 
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left to wreath the brows of a modern hero; nay, 
ſhew hin the ſiſter graces, who dwell on earth, di- 
ſtinguiſhed by the appellation of the M- t—g-—mry's 
and he will bely the conviction of his heart, and 
frowning tell you, they are inferior in lovelineſs to the 
belles of the Queen's Time. 

But many carry this ſingularity much farther, and 
venerate the ancients ſo highly, that they imagine 
they have entirely exhauſted the treaſures of ſcience. 
The ſole aim of this numerous clas of criticks, is to 
bar up every avenue of improvement by perſuading us 
that our cotemporary authors are all ignorant pre- 
tenders, and teaching us to look back at leaſt a cen- 
tury or two for literary merit. With them the un- 
couth rhimes of Lydgate or Skelton are more harmo- 
nious than the poliſhed numbers of Gray, or the ele- 
gant ſoftneſs of Shenſton or Lyttleton ; and the obſo- 
jete productions of our earlieſt dramatic writers more 
interefting than the affecting ſcenes of Hume or Hart- 
ſoa, Their dogmatical deciſions imperceptibly ſub- 
vert the principles or taſte, and injure ſociety by ſe- 
prefling that laudable curiofity, to whom we owe ſo 
much of our intellectual pleaſure, 


The ancients juſtly engroſs a large ſhare of the ad- 
miration of all readers of taſte; but it is highly irrg- 
tional to depreciate our modern writers, and without 
regarding intrinſic worth, indiſcriminately cenſure or 
2pplaud works according to the times they were pro- 
duced in. Nature is liberal of her gifts in all ſeaſons, 
me taught Shake pear and Corne lle, Milton and Taſ- 
ſo. Similar ſentiments tho' nurtured in d fferem climes, 
diſpenſed the ſame tender ideas to the boſom of Ham- 
mond that iuſpired the breaſt of Tibullus, and bid the 
penetrating genius of her Newton deteR the errors of 

bis 
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his predeceſſors in philoſophic lore, enduing him with 
that enlightened diſcernment which reſcued know- 
ledge from the abſtruſe pedantry of ſchools, led it 
forth in its original beauteous ſimplicity, and eſta- 
bliſhed his ſyſtem on the immutable baſis of demon- 
ſtrative truth. A lively fancy and ſolid judgment are 
not the growth of any particular period. In the 
remoteſt ages, when groveling ſuperſtition and bar- 
barous ignorance veiled the luſtre of knowledge from 
mankind, genius made many efforts to diſpel the gloom, 
often reared her head even in the reclule cloiſter, vi- 
ſited the hermit in his humble cell, and du elt on the 
un requented heights of Snowdm or Mona with the 
ſolitary Druid. And could we loo forward into time 
we ſhould deubtleſs fee new Hotners and new Dry- 
dens ariſe, and behold the connoiſſcurs of generations 
yet unborn contemplating the vivid ſtrokes and glow- 
ing colours of a future Correggio or Titan. 


Taſte and candour are equally neceſſary to conſti- 
tute judgment, which can never be unjuſt unleſs to- 
tally unbiaſed. Prejudice and partiality effectually 
impede the progreſs of the polite arts, and by throw- 
ing a damp on the ardour of the genius, deſtroy that 
ſpirit of generous emulation which rovuſes the latent 
powers of the mind, and ſtimulates them to action. 
Real genius like real merit is ever attended wich diffi- 
dence, and ſeeks a kind ſupporting hand to lead ii on. 
It reſembles a tender flower which requires the benign 
influence of warm ſunſhine, and ſerene ſkies to bring 
it to perfection: If early blighted by the chilling 
blaſts of envy or diſcouragement, it languiſhes, 
droops, and ſhrinks into obſcurity, without having 
uatolded its native beauty. 


While the virtuoſo ſets proper ſtridures to his fa- 
vourite 


| 


— : * — 
— — 
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vourite propenſity, the world will ſuffer him to pur- 
ſuc it in peace. He may contemplate a halt defaced 
meal of Cleopatia with more delight than he does 
the animated features of the miſtreſs of his heart 
Examioe his collection of foſli's and inſets, pore over 
his moth eaten manuſcripts, and torment the Royal 
Society wiih details of his wonderful diſcoveries unin- 
terrupre.! ; but when he expoſes the imbecillity of 
his underſtanding, by ſoaring beyond his ſphere, and 
ſtands forth the champion of error and falſe taſte, 
be fets himſelf up a mark for the keen ſhafts of ridi- 
cule, and deſervedly incurs contempt and deriſion. 


A 


No. 59. Thurſday, No: ember 1, 1770. 


— 


— 


: . . . . . . . . 
Verum enimvero is demum mihi wivere et frut anima 
wvidetur, gui aiquo negotio intentus, preciari fact- 


not aut artis bong famam guerit, 
or SaLLUST. 


— 
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Tux Frmate PARLIAMt ur. 
Veneris 3 die, Augufti, 1770. 
EEX HE Upper Houſe met purſuant to ad- 


fa journment. 


M T 
* Na Oe pERED, 


NN That a ſum not exceeding one ſhilling . 
and ſeven pence haitpenny be levied on each member 
of both Houſes, to enable WILLI Fux, Bock- 
ſel er to print in one volume duodecimo, the firſt fir- 
ty-nine numbers of his Speculaiions ; and that the ſai] 


WILLIAM Flybe ordered to ſupply each member 
| with 
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with the volume ſo printed, neatly bound and lettered, 
upon paying the additional fum of one ſhilling. 


Adjourned to Friday the 17th inſtant. 


— 


— 


I have at length arrived at the fifty- niath umber of 
my Speculations, with which intend to conclude the 
fieſt volume. It may be expected, perhaps, that I 
ſhould make ſome apology to the Public for obtruding 
on them theſe my crudities, or endeavour at leaſt to 
give ſome zeafons in defence of my reſolution to print 
them, or attempt to prove, that they deſerve a place 
in the library of a man of taſte, or woman of faſhion, 
I have reviewed them again and again with all the 
coldneſs of a criiic, and am perhaps as ſenſible of 
their defects, as pleaſed with ſome few beanties, which 
the yaaity of an author may be allowed to diſcover 
in the favourite productions of his brain. 


My partiality in their favour (which I muſt confeſs 


is very Conſiderable) may however appear to be better, 


founded, when I aſſure the Public, that I have been 
aſſiſted by ſome Gentlemen in this city, who hold no 
inconſiderable rank in literature, taſte and knowledge 
of the world. To thoſe I acknowledge myſelf much 
indebted ; but they mutt excuſe me, if I ſpeak with 
more ſenſibility of the high honour ſome Ladies have 
done me in contributing their aid. Small indeed it 
has been; but a ſingle line from their dear hands is 
worth, in my mind, a volume from my male corteſ- 
pondents. I requeſt a continuance of their favours, 
which I ſhall receive with the utmoſt gratitude. 


With regard to the defects with which theſe Spe- 
eulations may appear to ſome to abound, I beg it 
may be conſidered that moſt of thoſe Gentlemen who 


- ha ve 
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have favoured me with their aſſiſtance, are engaged 
in the hurry of a pulaic profeſſion ; that indepen- 
dently even of their buſineſs, avocations of various 
kinds bath of neceflity and pleaſure, muft diſtract that 
attention, which ſhould be called up by. every perſon, 
when he writes for the Public, 


The variableneſs of the climate ſhould alſo be taken 
into conſideration. When every fibre of the body is 
relaxed, and every nerve unſtrüng by the everlaſting 
humidity of the air, the mind too ſuffers, nor can all 
the efforts of the will produce a fingle ſtroke of 
gaiety, wii, or poignant ridicule. Unfortunately too 
thoſe perſons, whoſe bodies are caſt in a finer mold, 
and whoſe nerves are endued with that exquiſite ſen- 
ſibility which produces the quickneſs of feeling we 
call taſte, ſicken at a eloud, revive in ſunſhine, and 
their Whole —_ 22 15 more? immediateiy anu mine 812 
lently affected with the changes of the atmoſphere, 
than thoſe, whoſe ſouls are congenial with their bo- 
dies, e rough clod of inanimated matter, It is alſo 
a great unhappineſs, that thoſe men, whoſe bodies re- 
quire moſt of the ſalutary invigoration procured by 
exerciſe, ſhould negiet the material part, as being 
unworthy of their attention; and hurried away by 
an inſatiable thirſt after knowledge, ſhould increaſe 
to a p2inſu} extreme that mobility and delicacy of the 
nerves, which often bocders on the moſt horrid of 
diſeaſes. 

Great allowances ſhould alſo be made for a periodi- 
cal Efſay. The author may be very ſenſible of its 
deficiencies, and be very well inclined to retouch and 
poliſh his Speculations ; but the Preſs will not wait, 
the paper mult be finithed at a certain hour, when 

perhaps 


- 
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perbaps ſome unfortunate accident has ruffled his tem- 
per. cut ſhort his train of reflections, aud plunged him 
into chaos and endleſs night.“ The clock ſtrikes. 
He ſeizes the pen, and dips it again and again in the 
ſooty Buid. He again ſtrains every nerve, and la- 
bovrs to call his fleeting ideas—in vain they paſs 
before him like the ghoſts of the night ; he catches at 
them as they pals, they elude his gralp 3 
He has them not, but yet he ſees them Hill. 

By r: peated efforts his ſtrength is exhauſted, and his 
ſpirirs fink; the Primer's boy, black as his ink, calls 
out aloud for copy, nor is he allowed to wait for a 
propitious moment to enliven his productions, and diſ- 
play the hand of a maſter. 

Labouring under ſuch diſadvantages, I have amuſed 
the public twice a week jor above ſeven months, and 
without puffing, or the nſual methods of increafing 
the ſale of a piper, with the greateſt gratitude I] de- 
clare i my Speculations are read by a thouland of 
his Majeſty's good ſubjects in the city and county of 
Cork. It may be ſaid, that the novelty of the ſcheme 
being the firſt of the kind ever at empted in this king- 
dom, has been the cauſe; but Jam perſuaded that 
that alone, without ſome degtee of merit, would by no 
means have inſured ſuccels. 

It may be aſked ; what is the end propoſed in your 
Speculations ? I anſwzr, to entertain my readers and 
I hope inſtruct chem; to laugh with good humour at 
the litile foibles of both ſexes, correct every deviati- 
on from virtue, and take off the maſk from the allure- 
ments of vice ; to eftabliſh the rulcs of propriety and 
decorum, and illuſtrate the ti hs of morality and re- 


ligion, I ſhall alſo endeavour ts interſpetſe a little 
criticiſm, 


© 
—— —— —— — ey — — - - — 


— vu — 


266 Tux Mopenxn Montroxn; No. 59. 


Criticiſm, and explain ſome remarkable paſſages in the 
ancient and modern, poets, to excite the exertion of 
the judgment and improve the taſte. This is truly 
my aim, and though I fail in it, the attempt at le iſt is 
la udable, and I hope, deſerves encouragement. But 
if I ſhall be found to cffend againſt decency or good 
manners; to diſguſt by coarſe buffoonery the delica- 
cy of a refined taſte; to pollute by the moſt diſtant al- 
luſion the purity of a virgin's thoughts, or by indulg- 
ing in ill nature, perſonal reflection or private ſcaudal, 
hurt, but for a moment, a worthy heart; may that 
ſupport, with which J am honoured, be denied me; 
may that favour, upon which I ſo pride myſelf, be 
withdrawn, and may I fink for ever in the eſtimation 


of the public, 
As a proof of the advantages that may be derived 
ſrom my eſſays, I ſhall conclude with the following 


letter, 
To Mr. FLyn. 


8 IR. 


I return you my molt fincere thanks for the extra- 
ordinary cure my daughter has obtained by the uſe 
of your Speculations. I think it would be a cruelty 
and want of juſtice to you and mankind to conceal] 
it, as it is a diſorder ſo common among young La- 
dies; I therefore incloſe her caſe, which you have 
my leave to publiſh, About the middle of Novem- 
ber laſt, ſhe went to Dublin to ſpend the winter with 
a near relation, and was then a tall ſtrait girl. She 
had not been long in that city, when I heard from my 
neighbour Tallibo, who had viſited her, that ſhe had 
got ſuch a lightneſs and giddineſs in her head, that ſhe 
Could not keep it ſteady for an inſtant, Ibis was the 

ot forerunner 
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forerunner of a more grievous ailment, When ſhe 
came home in April, I did not know her. She was 
afflicted with the epidemical diforder of Rounp 
SHOULDERS Which rendered her a moſt ſhocking 
ſpectacle to all who beheld her. She was, juſt as 
you deſcribe, doubled together like a woodlouſe ; her 
head almoſt touched her knees ; her ſhoulder-points 
met before; ſhe had'nt the leaſt ſign of a boſom, 
but there was a great hunch on her back. The beſt 
advice that could be had was procured, without the 
virl's receiving any benefit from it. She continued 
in this melancholy ſituation till laſt June, when 
ſortunately it was recommended to me to try what x 


Joſe of your Speculation No. 10, would do her. She 


took it with ſome reluQance, but it had a wonder- 
ful effect upon her; in a very ſhort time her natural 
ſhape appeared, and ſhe is now perfectly recovered, 
and has'nt the leaſt blemiſh on any part of her body. 
J hope all thoſe who are in the like unhappy circum- 
ſtances will apply to you, as they may be ſure of 


relief. I am, with great eſteem, 
your moſt humble ſervant, 
Kilkenny, July 20, 1770. Tuo. TrRoTTER, 


* .* Any perſon ſtill doubting of the efficacy of 
theſe Speculations, may (by applying to Mr. FLyw, 
at the Shakeſpear, Cork, the author and ſole propri- 
etor, where they may be had at one penny each) be 


ſully convinced of their good effect, by being referred. 


to many people of credit, Who have received the 
greateſt benefit from them. 


N. B. They may be taken at any ſeaſon, day an- 


night, without the leaſt iuconvenience or hindrance 
of buſineſs. 


F Beware of counterfeits, for ſuch are about. 


THE ENO. 
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TRANSLATION 


MOTTO ES. 


A generous ardour works within my breaſt, 
Eager of action, and a foe ts reſt ; 
Which urges me to *write, and fires my mind 


To leave a memorable name behind. 
DRvoz v. 


No. II. 
On new uncommon pinions borne 
To nobler heights I riſe ; 
My former ſhape and reſidence ] ſcorn, 
I kick the ſubject earth, and mount the upper 
{k.es. ANONYM, 
| No. III. 
Such is their toil, and ſuch their buſy pains, 
As exerciſe the bees in flowery plains ; 
When winter paſt, and ſummer ſcarce begun, 
Invites them forth to labour in the ſun 
Some lead their youth abroad, while ſome condenfe 
Their liquid ſtore, and ſome in cells diſpenſe. 
Some at the gate ſtand ready to receive 
"The golden burden, and their friends relieve. 
And whilſt they emu'ate each other's deeds 


The fragrant work with diligence proceeds. 
DzrYDeN. 
No. IV. 


And of herſelf the fair's the ſmalleſt part, | 
Azz No. | 


„ 
No. V. 
Oh happy! if their happineſs they knew! 
No. VI. 
Bleſt were the race of man, if governed by the 
ſame benevolence which actuates Heaven! 
No. VII. 
A rightful doom, the laws of nature cry! 
That the artificers of death ſhould die! 
g Dxvpen, 
No. VIII. | 
For you I wiſh, for you I fear, 
Expoſed to endleſs toils ; 
Thoſe ſhelves, and narrow ſtraits beware, 
That lie between the iſles, AnonyM, 
| No. IX. | 
T lay without life's animating ſprings 
A dull, enervate, worthle's, lumpiſh thing. 


ANONYM, 
No. X; 
Of bodies chang'd to different forms I ſing. 
DxvDen. 
No. XI. 


New ways I muſt attempt, my humble name 
Jo raiſe aloft, and wing my flight to fame. 
| | Dxvypen, 


No. XII. 
Nor need we bluſh from even a foe to learn. 
| No. XIII. 


We labour under complaints which ac mit of cure. 


No, XIV. 
Oh ſouls, in whom no heavenly fire is found ! 


Baſe minds, for ever groveling on the ground. | 
Dxypen. 


Ne. 
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No. AV. 
The glory's more to keep than win the prize, 
Chance may do one, in t'other merit lyes. 
No. XVI. 
It is the bufineſs of prudence to conciliate the 
affections of mankind, and apply them to our own 


urpoſes. 6 
No. XVII. 


— Serpents now more amity maintain, 
From his own tribe the leopard does refrain, 


Tarte, 
No, XVIIL | 


In the black ſhelter of the night they ſtab. 
No. XIX. 
Through various hazards and events.— DzayDEN, 


No. XX. 
Detached from crowds he breathes the pure ſerene, 
And guiltlels wanders through the rural ſcene, 


No. XXI. 
The path to peace is virtue. — Davpkx. 


No. XXII. 
— Let me ſharpen others, as the hone 
Gives edge to razors 


No. XXIII. 
Here life's whole picture opens to the view. 


No. XXV. 
Laborious idleneſs our time employs. 


| No. XXVI. 
There is a MODE in all things. 


No. XXVII. 
For mortal woes a mortal heart muſt feel. 
No. XXVIII. 
The whole extent of nature is too ſmall 
For the baſe calls of avaiice —— No, 


FRANCIS. 


.f 


( 92 1 
No. XXIX. 
To catch the heart, the ſportive muſe 
In fiction's form her theme purſues ; 
But underneath the gay diſguiſe 
A wholeſume moral often lies. 

No. XXX. 
Why ſhall theſe favourite ancients dare to claim, 
Not our excuſe, but Honour, praiſe, and ſame | 


No. XXXI. 
Tis not for me ſuch conteſts to decide. 


No. XXXII 
He who malignant tears an abſent friend, 
Or, when attack'd by others, won't defend; 
W ho trivial burſts of laughter ſtrives to raiſe, 
And courts of prating petulance the praiſe; 
Of things he never ſaw who tells his tale, 

And friendſhip's ſecrets knows not to conceal, 
This man is vile. _— Fzancis. 
No. XXXIII. 

In ſhort, the race of various men admire 

As various numbers; thee the ſofter lyre 
Delights ; this man approves the tragic ſtrain; 
That joys in Bien's keen ſatyric vein. 

I hree gueſts I have diſſenting at my feaſt, 
Requiring each to graꝛify his taſte 

With different food; what courſes muſt I chuſe? 
What not? Francis, 


No. XXXIV. 
We too the ſoul's immortal effence claim, 
And our juſt ſhare of intellectual fame. 


No. XXXV. 


— The man whom real genius fires, 
Whom the diviner ſoul of verſe inſpires, 


Who talks true greatneſs Fraxcis, 


Ne. 


e 
| No. XXXVIIT. 

— Change their order and the words tranſpoſe, 
Yet ſtill the poet's ſcatter d lunbs it ſhews. 
Fzxaxctls, 


No. XXXIX. 


Now ſuck in wiſdom; for the veſſel, well 
With liquor ſeaſon'd, long retains the ſmell, 
Faancis. 
No. XLI. 
W hen, without it's weight, 
The ſpirit roves abroad Fxancts, 
No. XLII. 
Nought without labour <— 


No. XLIIT, 


With curls on curls they build the head before, 

And mount it with a formidable tow'r, 

A gianteſs ſhe ſeems ; but, look behind, 

And then ſhe dwindles to the pigmy kind. 
Dru. 


No. XLIV. 
Unguarded then each breaſt is open laid, 
And, while the head's intent, the heart's betray'd ; 
Then baſe deſire of gain, then rage appears, 
Quarrels and brawls ariſe, and anxious fears. 
CoxnGREYE, 
- No. XLVI. 
A learned lady ne'er ſhall be my choice. 
No. XLVIII, 


In the four ſeaſons of the circling year 
The ſeveral ſcenes of waſting life appear: 
No. XLIX, 


Out hearts ate won by neatneſs.— , 
| No: 


1 274 J 
No. LIII. 
At the firſt glance my ſoul was loſt, 


No. LIV. 
Be mine, amid the breezy grove, 
In ſacred ſolitude to rove ; 
To ſee the nymphs and ſatyrs bound, 
Light dancing, through the mazy round = 

Faancts: 
No. LVII. | 
An honeft, faithful heart, ſweet manners, and 

genuine modeſty are the wife s beſt recommendation 
to her huſband 

No. LVIII. 


With cold contempt they treat the living bard; 
'T he dead alone can merit their regard. 
| Francis: 
No. LIX. 
He alone ſeems to me to live, and enjoy his exiſ- 
tence, who exerts his faculties, and ſtrives to eſta» 
bliſh a name by uſeful arts, or illuſtrious action. | 


ExxaTa: 


Page 15. Line 18. For aſſent read aſcent, page 16, 
line 5. For precepitant, read precipitant. Page 191, 
Line the laſt, but one, for thaught read taught. 


Some others may poſſibly occur, which the kind 
reader will excuſe, * 
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